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COMING SOON: 
The Commons at Hermann Park

Houston is a very different city than it 
was in 1914, the year Hermann Park was 
created. It is, of course, much larger and 
more diverse than anyone could have 
ever imagined. The neighborhoods 
surrounding Hermann Park have also 
evolved and grown in that century. 
The needs and wants of Hermann Park’s 
neighbors and Houstonians at large have 
changed dramatically, nearly as much 
as this city’s many skylines.

In that spirit, Hermann Park Conservancy 
is developing the Commons at Hermann 
Park, an exciting new project located 
along Cambridge and Fannin Streets.

The Commons, currently in the design 
stage, is a project geared towards 
meeting the needs of park users, now 
and in the future.

It is located at the crossroads of the 
Museum District, the Texas Medical Center, 
and Rice University.  In addition, it sits 

at the heart of the upcoming Innovation 
Corridor—with the tech startups to the 
north in Midtown and the TMC3 research 
complex to the south along Brays Bayou.

With this prime location, this new project’s 
goal is to be a gathering place for all 
Houstonians, from families and university 
students to tech workers and medical 
researchers.

Hermann Park Conservancy has always 
had one mission: maintain and improve 
the Park for generations to come. Over 
the years, that has included projects 
both big and small—from construction 
of the McGovern Centennial Gardens to 
improving the network of trails and paths 
to cleaning up green spaces.

The Conservancy’s goal with every project, 
including the Commons at Hermann Park, 
is to get feedback from those that use the 
Park the most: you.

Continued on page 10
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One of the primary features of the Commons at Hermann Park will be an innovative “play garden” with whimsical play structures for 
children of all ages.



The Commons at Hermann Park
$500,000–$999,999
John P. McGovern Foundation
$25,000–$49,999
A.R. “Tony” and Maria J. Sanchez 

Family Foundation
$1,000–$4,999
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
$100–$499
Britney and Esla Matthews–In memory of 

Marvin Taylor

McGovern Centennial Gardens
$10,000–$24,999
Monjula and Ravi Chidambaram–In honor of 

their parents
Herb Society of America, South Texas Unit

Master Plan Improvements
$5,000–$9,999
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw

Japanese Garden
$5,000–$9,999
Ako Nose–In memory of Dr. Yukihiko Nose
$1,000–$4,999
Martin A. Reiner–In memory of Judy Reiner
$500–$999
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette
$100–$499
Jessica S. Kagan–In memory of 

Sarah Rabinow Pesikoff

Lott Hall: Historic Clubhouse
$1,000–$4,999
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette– 

In memory of Erin Gregory Neale and 
Lamar Gregory Neale

Dog Park
$1,000–$4,999
Winnie and Kevin Bonebrake

Fund for Public Art
$100–$499
H. Joe Nelson III–In memory of Lenore 

Fenberg

Hats in the Park Luncheon
All gifts in honor of Jane Anderson Curtis, 
honoree, and chairs Laura Wareing Wheless 
and Kelley Young

$25,000–$49,999
Kathrine G. McGovern/ 

John P. McGovern Foundation
$15,000–$24,999
Cockrell Family Fund
Cherie Flores
Sandy Godfrey/Franci Neely
Laura Wareing Wheless/Kelley Young
$10,000–$14,999
Mary Jo Chapoton/ 

Susan and Mac Dunwoody
Jane and Bill Curtis/ 

Curtis & Windham Architects
Letty Knapp
Shelli Lindley
Susanne Pritchard/Stephanie Tsuru
Louisa Stude Sarofim
Phoebe Tudor
Elizabeth B. Wareing/Laura Overton Wheless
Randa Weiner
$5,000–$9,999
Henrietta Alexander
Lindsey Amiralai/Linda Webster
Marcia Backus
Kristy Bradshaw/Stephanie Fleck/ 

Melissa Juneau
Ting Bresnahan/Julie Longoria Chen/ 

Caroline Simons
Marianna Brewster/Linda Kelly
CenterPoint Energy
The CKP Group
Susie and Sanford Criner/Cece and Mack Fowler
Fant Foundation
Cynthia Guill
H-E-B
Hildebrand Fund
Sharon-Marie Hogge/Dina McMearn
Houston Methodist
Leslie Ballard Hull
Kathy Phillips/Laurence Bragg/Reed Wareing

In memory of Carolyn O. Robertson
Yasuhiko and Akemi Saitoh
Scurlock Foundation
Nicola Fuentes Toubia
Kim Tutcher
UTHealth
Christie Vlahakos
MaryFaye Way
$1,000–$4,999
Francine Ballard
John Bradshaw Jr.
Burguieres Family Foundation
Greggory Burk
Anne Chao–In honor of Franci Neely
Cathy Cleary
Catherine and Edward Crain
Molly Crownover 
Liz Dinerstein
Lisa Eads
Marita Fairbanks
Diane Lokey Farb
Varda Dror Fields
Margaret Fitts–In honor of Kathy Phillips, 

Laurence Bragg and Reed Wareing
Cullen Geiselman
Eleanor Gilbane
Jennifer Gravenor
Blakely Griggs
Mary Groves
Diana and Russell Hawkins
The Holthouse Foundation for Kids
Linda C. Hunsaker
Jill Jewett
Sis Johnson
Demetra and Frank Jones
Allyson Kopel
Harriet Calvin Latimer
Marley Lott
Kelley Lubanko
Danielle Magdol
Nancy Manderson
Laura McWilliams
Anne C. Mendelsohn
Denise Monteleone
Kimball Moriniere
Louise and Gary Moss
Judy Nyquist
Perry Homes Foundation
David Pesikoff
Brooke Robertson
Regina Rogers
Vanessa B. Sanchez
Kara Sanders
Courtney Sarofim
Leigh Smith
Allison Thacker
Tootsies
Martha F. Turner
Hallie A. Vanderhider
Vallette Windham
$500–$999
Dorothy Ables
Harriet Alexander
Mary Es Anderson–In honor of 

Carol Ann Anderson
Susan Baker
Bank of America
Karina Barbieri
Hailey Bechtol
Kristen Berger
Gina Bhatia
Kate Bialas
Alex Blair
Ginger Blanton
Leslie D. Blanton 
Minnette B. Boesel
Laura Boyd
Karen Bradshaw – John Bradshaw Media Group
Kristen Buck
Rochelle and Seth Bullock
Kelly S. Butler–In honor of the Butler children
Jane Cabes
C. C. Conner
Elizabeth Harrison Cooper
Ashley Cruse
Mary D’Andrea
Caroline Dannenbaum
Viviana Denechaud
Valerie Dieterich
Sally Dillee
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Last month, at our annual Hats in 
the Park luncheon at McGovern 
Centennial Gardens, I had the pleasure 
of introducing this year’s honoree, 
Jane Anderson Curtis. She gave a 
wonderful speech, all about her 
favorite memories of Hermann Park. 
You can read an excerpt of her 
remarkable speech on page three.

Jane has been devoted to Hermann 
Park for over twenty years—but it 
wasn’t love at first sight. Imagine her 
first view of the Park—a significant loss 
of trees, parking lots where gardens 
should be and a huge mud pit (or a 
“reflection pool”) in the middle of the 
park. But Jane looked past that.

As a part of the team behind Hermann 
Park’s first master plan back in the 
1990s, Jane and the team at Laurie 
Olin’s firm had a lot to look past. Think 
back to 1993 in Houston. This was long 
before the revitalized greenspaces of 
today. There was no Discovery Green, 
no Buffalo Bayou, and Hermann Park 
was not looking its best. It certainly 
took tremendous vision (and a lot of 
determination) to look at Hermann 
Park and say “What if?”

Luckily for Hermann Park and Houston, 
it was love at first sight when Jane 
met Bill Curtis and decided to move 
to Houston full time.  She joined 
the Conservancy’s board, serving as 
our chair as well as on the projects 
committee which oversees the design 
and construction of park improvements.  

Critically, she also started our 
maintenance and operations committee, 
realizing with the pressures on 
the city’s budget the Conservancy 
would have to step up and take on 
stewardship initiatives.

Perhaps Jane’s biggest impact on the 
Hermann Park we know today was her 
involvement with the construction of 
McGovern Centennial Gardens. Not only 
did she give critical feedback on the 
design, she joined the Conservancy as 
our first director of horticulture and hired 
the staff to get the garden operating. 

Her efforts in developing the 
maintenance operations are why the 
Gardens continue to look beautiful 
today, and will stay that way for 
generations to come.

McGovern Centennial Gardens may 
be relatively new to Houston, but 
they’ve become a centerpiece of this 
city. It’s a new backdrop in the lives 
of Houstonians. 

There are many people who can dream 
big dreams but very few people have 
the drive and determination to make 
them a reality. Jane Curtis is one of 
those people.

Hermann Park has been transformed 
because Jane helped us execute the 
master plan she developed 20 years 
ago, and her work has brought great 
joy to all of the families who visit the 
Gardens and play in the Park.

The next time you visit the Gardens or 
walk along the Jones Reflection Pool or 
enjoy any other part of Hermann Park, 
take a moment to remember those, 
like Jane, who took a look at Hermann 
Park and had the vision to wonder what 
could be.

See you in the Park, 

Doreen Stoller, President

Jenny A
ntill

Jenny A
ntill

Hats in the Park honoree Jane Anderson Curtis and Doreen Stoller.

I didn’t grow up in Houston, so my first 
memories of the park date to August of 
1993, when I came with my mentor Laurie 
Olin to take stock of the park and have 
our initial meeting for the Master Plan. I 
was in charge of the camera, and when 
we went back to Philly and I pinned up all 
the images of the park—the mud-pit that 
is now the reflection pool, the long rows 
of porta-johns outside the front door of 
the Zoo, the scorched earth—my other 
landscape architect friends would come 
over to my desk, look at the pictures, 
and start laughing. It didn’t look much 
like a park.

Over the years, as the projects completed 
by the Conservancy grew in scale and 
scope, most of my memories are tied 
to the birth and early days of raising 
our children. 

The epic night at Holiday Lights when 
little Lucy fell into the new McGovern 
Lake, and proved that the safety bench to 
keep toddlers from drowning did, in fact, 
work. Then there was cutting the ribbon 
by the Reflection Pool when I was hugely 
pregnant with Pete, so I had to ask Jay 
Baker to be my stunt double. 

Actually, during my two-year term as 
chair of the Conservancy, I was pregnant 
my first year, then hauling baby Pete 
around for the second. There were board 

meetings when he was passed around like 
a party favor. What’s the expression, 
hold my beer? Hold my kid. 

But we got through it all, and like an 
unruly teen, the Park became greener and 
bluer as per Laurie’s vision and began to 
mature into the landmark public space 
that it is today.

Doreen took me out to lunch about 
two years before we opened McGovern 
Centennial Gardens, and asked me to 
consider taking it on—to see the project 
through construction and build the 
operation for the Gardens as the first 
Director of Horticulture. 

As I recall, her exact words were “go into 
your prayer closet,” and I did have to 
mull it over for a long time. But I am so 
grateful that I said yes, because I’ve had 
this privileged experience of shepherding 
the Gardens from its early stages to what 
it is today. 

Working in the public realm is more like 
an endurance relay race, as it can take 
years to take a project from conception 
to completion. You have to be able to 
pass the baton and accept slow, steady 
progress in order to build something on 
this magnificent scale. 

Continued on page 11

Creating a Space for all Houstonians
by Jane Curtis

Tracy Leeds, Bill Curtis, Jane Curtis (Honoree), Brooke Runnette, and Jennifer DeVore at this year’s Hats in the Park luncheon.
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Holocaust Museum Houston (HMH) and 
Hermann Park Conservancy invite you 
to Coexistence, an interactive art exhibit 
coming to the art path along Fannin, 
May 2–30, 2019. Coexistence is a unique 
and thought-provoking free outdoor art 
exhibition, featuring 45 large scale works 
that represent a wide range of concepts 
and issues that affect human relations 
as we work to coexist in a global society. 
In addition, join us at 11 a.m. on Thursday, 
May 2, 2019, at Miller Outdoor Theatre 
for spoken word performances by 
Houston area students and performance 

artist Outspoken Bean, an appearance 
by Matthew “Levee” Chavez of New York 
City’s Post-it note Subway Therapy fame, 
and workshops to create poetry. Plus, 
HMH’s NextGen is hosting a free “Yoga 
and Art in the Park” at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
May 18 at Hermann Park’s Molly Ann 
Smith Plaza followed by a docent-led 
tour of the exhibition and a Post-it note 
“therapy” session with artist Matthew 
“Levee” Chavez. Coexistence is free and 
open to the public during Park hours.

For more information, visit hmh.org.

Phillips 66’s long-standing relationship 
with Hermann Park Conservancy continues 
this year with a grant in support of 
conservation initiatives, helping our 
mission of maintaining and improving 
Hermann Park for generations to come. 
With this support—through both grants 
and corporate volunteers—forest trails 
have been raked along Brays Bayou, 
debris has been removed from McGovern 
Lake, and thousands of seeds have been 
planted. In addition, Phillips 66 has 
partnered with the Conservancy on a 
unique sponsorship of waste bins 
throughout the Park, as well as supporting 
ongoing reforestation programs with 
corporate volunteers, actively matching 
employee gifts to the Conservancy, and 
renewing its sponsorship of the popular 
Kite Festival. Phillips 66 employees are 

also well represented among Conservancy 
members and contributors. Special thanks to 
Phillips 66 for its leadership and support!

Holocaust Museum ‘Coexistence’ Exhibit 
Coming to Hermann Park

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT: 

Phillips 66 Renews its Support

DONORS

Hats in the Park Luncheon 
continued
$500–$999
Carolyn Dorros
Patty Fadhouli
Laura Fanning
Mary Austill Flournoy
Ellie Francisco
Maggie Garza–In honor of Ruth Guttery
Florence Gautier-Winther
Lotty Gautschi
Kate and Steve Gibson/ 

Hobby Family Foundation
Julie and Robin Goytia
Julia Hellums 
Clare Sullivan Jackson
Louise Jamail
Marianne and Rob Jones
Ann and Tom Kelsey
Kerver Education Foundation
Marie Louise Kinder
Jennifer Laporte
Elizabeth Leykum
Joella Mach
Meg Malone
Kimberly Martin
Laura McCullough
Gretchen McFarland
Roslyn Bazzelle Mitchell
Terrylin G. Neale
H. Joe Nelson III
Eloise Novotny
Cabrina Owsley
Ashley Pearce
Katharine McFall Perrow
Bette Schein Pesikoff–In memory of 

Sarah Rabinow Pesikoff
Katherine Phelps
Amy Pierce – In honor of Stephanie Tsuru
Margaret M. Pierce
Elisa Stude Pye
Mary Sommers Pyne
Shelley Reeves
Catie Ross
Samantha Schnee–In honor of 

Henrietta Alexander
Lisa Sherrill
Ann Short
Sarah Shughart
Heidi M. Smith
Jennifer Smith and Peter Ragauss
Solace Southwick
Maggie Stacy
Carrie R. Stanton–In honor of 

Carolyn O. Robertson
Allison Stasney
Tongula Steddum 
Doreen Stoller
Ishwaria Subbiah
Y. Ping Sun
Ellen Susman–In honor of 

Isla and Charles Gordon
Dawn Swanson
Sharron Tomlin
Katherine Tsuru
Sarah and Duncan Underwood
Adrienne Unger–In honor of Laurence, Lesky, 

Andrew, Alexander, and Lynden
Bridget Wade
Mollie Wallace
Bess and Matt Wareing
Kelli Weinzierl
Wondy J. Weston
Margaret Alkek Williams
Beth Wolff
Traci Young
$100–$499
Joan and Stanford Alexander
Christina Almy–In honor of Peter Ellis Almy
Lindsey Amiralai–In honor of 

Hannah and Henry Amiralai
Anonymous
Louise Bland
Kathryn Bonner–In honor of Franci Neely 

and Sandy Godfrey
Genora K. Boykins
Cathy Brock

Robin and Richard Brooks
Teresa Cabello–In honor of 

Rebecca Figueroa Cabello
Cathy Chapman
Laura Chapman
John E. Chapoton Jr.
Mary Jo Chapoton–In honor of 

Chap and Chase Young
Debbie Chenevert–In honor of Max, Emerson, 

and Drew Chenevert
Kathryn Childers
Nicole Clark
Flo Crady
Margaret Culbertson
Emilie Dahan
Emily Dalicandro
Sherry Davis
Catherine Del Paggio–In honor of Tom Padgett
Peggy and Bert DuPont–In honor of 

Tommy Lott
Tasheaya Ellison–In honor of 

Nicola Fuentes Toubia
Clayton Erikson
Claudia Farinola
Judith Farrell
Anne and Robin French
Whitney Gordon–In honor of Sandy Godfrey 

and Franci Neely
Merin Guthrie–In honor of Cynthia Guill
Punkin Hecht
Antonia Day Helland–In honor of 

George A. Helland
Gail Hendryx 
Susan Kristine Peterson Hickman– 

In honor of Jake Hickman
Eleanor Anne Hughes–In honor of 

Eleanor Lenz
Jenny S. Johnson
Ann and Johnny Johnson
Lisa Kalavar
Catherine Keen
Gaye L. Kelsey
Angie Kensinger
Mimi Kerr–In honor of Marianna Brewster and 

Linda Kelly
Elizabeth Kohlhausen
Caroline Levander–In honor of Germaine and 

Charles Field
Karen Lockett–In honor of Vivienne Joy
Katina Mathews
Marcia Mazingo
Annie McDaniel
Dana Miller
Kathy Munger
Bobbie Nau–In honor of Laura McWilliams
Susan Patt
Tina Peterman
Mary and Chip Place – In honor of Jane Block
Allison Powell
Carol and Dan Price
Leigh Anne Raymond–In honor of Allie, Lizzie, 

Jack and Charlie Raymond
Shelley Reeves
Ariel Rich–In honor of 

Merry Beth Adamson-Strauss
Barbie Ross
David E. Ruiz
Stephanie Sanders–In honor of Gigi and 

Reagan Sanders
Rosemary Schatzman
Kaitlyn Scheurich–In honor of Turi and Amelie
Kelley Scofield
Pamela Sengelmann
Alicia Smith
S. Shawn Stephens
Lisa Sternschuss–In honor of Randa Weiner
Andrea Stewart 
Carol Ann Suffel–In honor of Gracia Suffel
Lauren Suttle
Gabriele and Heinrich Taegtmeyer– 

In memory of Marvin Taylor
Melanie M. Trent–In honor of Randa Weiner
Suzanne Waller
Reed Wareing
Sue White
Evan Wildstein–In honor of John Bradshaw Jr.
Stacy Wilkirson
Brenda Willson

4

Jose Rementeria, USA. Exhibition Coexistence initiated and 
created by the Museum on the Seam, Jerusalem

Yasuyuki Uno, Japan. Exhibition Coexistence initiated and 
created by the Museum on the Seam, Jerusalem

Kevin Temple (front) and Sri Sampath from Phillips 66 
take part in a volunteer day

Members take part in the first Love Your Park Member Volunteer Day

Member volunteers braved the cold to plant along Hermann Drive

Joining the Conservancy 
is a Win-Win for Hermann 
Park and Members 
Every Hermann Park Conservancy member is 
part of a team who believes Hermann Park is 
a treasure for all Houstonians. People join for 
different reasons. Some want to support urban 
conservation and wildlife habitat preservation, 
while others join to share the joy they had as 

children playing in Hermann Park with their own children. Membership support provides 
vital operating funds, which helps us to keep the Park looking better than ever.

In thanks for supporting this Houston treasure, Conservancy members receive 
exciting benefits including invitations to member exclusive events, free tickets to ride 
the Hermann Park Railroad and pedal boats, Member Express boarding lines, free 
unlimited rides on the train on the second Saturday of every month, and discounts in 
the Conservancy Gift Shop and Pinewood Cafe.

Learn more by visiting hermannpark.org/membership.

K
en C

hildress

Nearly thirty members of Hermann Park 
Conservancy showed up on a brisk morning 
to volunteer at McGovern Centennial 
Gardens. The first Love Your Park: Member 
Volunteer Day was held on February 9 
to help Conservancy members show 
their support for Hermann Park by 
planting and weeding in the beds along 
Hermann Drive. 

Want to get involved in the future?  
Keep your eye out for future Love 
Your Park volunteer opportunities!

Love Your Park: Member Volunteer Day
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1 Mary Jo Chapoton, Hats in The Park Chairs Kelley Young and Laura Wareing Wheless, and Elizabeth Wareing 2 Phoebe Tudor and Leigh Smith 

3 Kristen Berger, Isabel David, and Kristy Bradshaw 4 Leticia Loya and Hermann Park Conservancy Chair David Ruiz 5 Mayor Sylvester Turner 

6 Shawn Stevens 7 Tongula Givens Steddum, Roslyn Bazzelle Mitchell, Karina Barbieri, and Wondy Weston 8 Leisa Holland-Nelson, Amy Pierce, 

and Winell Herron 9 Jennifer Gravenor, Karina Barbieri, Ishwaria Subbiah, and Leah Rausch 10 Francine Ballard, Greggory Burke, Stepahnie 

Cockrell, and Lisa Holthouse 11 Kelley Lubanko, Cyndy Garza Roberts, Ellie Francisco, Bobbie Nau, Shelley Reeves, and Hallie Vanderhider 

12 Mary D’Andrea, Gina Bhatia, and Allison Thacker 13 Kathleen Jennings, Christine Falgout, and Valerie Dieterich 14 Todd Waite and Franci 

Neely 15 Susie Criner, Mack Fowler, and Caroline Levander 16 Phyllis Williams 17 Don Howell and Letty Knapp 18 Kim Tutcher 19 Van Ngo, Vivi 

Robertson, and Adam Cook 20 Stephanie Tsuru, Pam Sengelman, and Katie Tsuru 21 Fady Armonious and Hallie Vanderhider

3 4 5Hats in the 
Park 2019 
It was the second official 
day of spring, and the 
McGovern Centennial 
Gardens were in full bloom 
in preparation for Hats in 
the Park, the Conservancy’s 
annual fundraising luncheon. 
Guests started the afternoon 
with a champagne reception, 
followed by a fantastic 
lunch under the tent on the 
formal lawn. Co-chairs 
Laura Wareing Wheless and 
Kelley Young planned a 
“tea with best friends in the 
garden” affair, topped off— 
of course—with beautiful hats.

Thank you to everyone 
who attended and 
supported the luncheon.
Photos by Jenny Antill
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Hats in the Park Luncheon 
continued
In Kind
Alvin Tree Farm
City Kitchen
Events Company
Mayor’s Office of Special Events
PaperCity Magazine
Tiffany & Co.

Kite Festival
$10,000–$24,999
H-E-B
Houston Arts Alliance
$5,000–$9,999
Carvana, LLC
Brittany Sakowitz Kushner and Kevin Kushner
Phillips 66
$2,500–$4,999
Beech-Nut
Cricket Wireless
Latitude Medical Center
R.P.I. Marketing
$1,000–$2,499
Jana and Scotty Arnoldy
Katie and Scott Arnoldy
BNRG Inc.
Gloria and Jesse Bounds
Kristy and Chris Bradshaw
Cece and Mack Fowler–In honor of 

Morgan Garvey
Morgan Garvey
Linda and Barry Hunsaker
Carey Kirkpatrick and David Rassin
Marilyn Miller and Robert Huntley
Susan and Doug Paisley
Carol and Dan Price–In honor of 

John Bradshaw Jr.
The Kim and Chris Reichert Family
$500–$999
Anonymous
The Kevin S. Boyle Sr. Family
Jennifer and Jon Daly
Genna and Jon Evans
Ann Kennedy and Geoffrey Walker
Roslyn Bazzelle Mitchell and Derrick Mitchell
Judy and Scott Nyquist
The Ott Family
Holly and Steve Radom
Abbey Roberson
David Enrique Ruiz
Adriana and Edgar Yzquierdo
In Kind
Anjali Center for Performing Arts
DEM
DJ Mav
Filipino Young Professionals Houston
The Heights Funk Collective
Houston City Dance
Houston Parks and Recreation Department
Mayor’s Office of Special Events
Rice University
Saint Arnold Brewing Company
SpeedPro Imaging Sugar Land
Tacodeli
TSU Ocean of Soul
Waste Management
Wawel Polish Dancers

Reforestation Maintenance
$50,000–$99,000
Phillips 66
$10,000–$24,999
John P. McGovern Foundation
$100–$499
Robin and Richard Brooks–In memory of 

Larry Chapman
In Kind
Apache Corporation

In memory of Noah Wayne Jaffee M.D.
Anonymous
Barbara and Morris Askenazi
David, Donna, Abraham, Sareena and 

Jordan Askenazi
Michele and Dan Askenazi
Marcie Baker
Jill Beilinson
Brooks Bolin
Charner Bolin

Linda Burger
Tamara Cusmariu
Samantha Newton Dernbach
Julie E. Fleisig
Elizabeth and Dennis Gable
Merrily and Kenny Gechter
Robin Gotlieb
Andy and Michelle Greenberg
Blythe Grossman
Judge David Hittner
Arlene and Barry Karchmer
Lilly Lazarus
Lewis Family
Judy and Steve Loebl
Laura and Bryan Loebl
Brian Long
Claire McGlashen
Jennifer and Evan Melrose
Oak Forest Vet Hospital
Anne Ovson
Andrea Pogach
Margaret and Doug Rotan
Nancy Schwartz-Katz
Patrick Steele
Jamie and Stephen Stern
Randal Titony
Susannah and Stuart Wallace
Allison Weil
Patricia Wilde
Michelle Zigmont

In memory of Carolyn Ott Robertson
Sandy and Joe Allen
Sharla and Richard Bigler
Suzanne B. Borda
Ryn and Russell Bowers
The Contemporaries Book Club
Kathleen and Mike Johnson
Jack Kins
Kuper Sotheby’s International Realty
Janet and Louis McCarter
Janie and Frank Putnam
Betty and Randy White

In memory of Peter F. Quinn
Kathryn Brown
Lucy and Gary Gibbs 
Ann and Glenn Krohn 
Leah Lawson
Nancy and Barry Leaton
Rebecca and Robert LeBlanc 
Ellen and Chris Quinn 

Park to Port Bike Ride
$5,000–$9,999
Port Houston
$2,500–$4,999
Williams
$1,000–$2,499
AECOM
Decision Information Resources, Inc.
$500–$999
Kroger
$100–$499
Susan and Ken Alexander
Anonymous
Christine Bourget
Melissa Cerimele
Chevron
Jennifer Cully
Patricia de Groot and Marc Puppo
Jeffrey Fleisher
Katherine Hale
Annie and Geoffrey Hutson
Jenny Johnson
Pam Johnson
Ara Karian
Carolyn Moore Khourie
Paul Klein
Patty and Bob Mahlstedt
Edward S. Nichols
Rajapriya Ramaraju
Carl Rhodes
Victoria Sanchez
Sorak Family
Shelia Tasby
Jennifer Williams
Carrie and Thomas Wood
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2019 Kite Festival
Thousands of people gathered in Hermann Park for 
our sixth annual Kite Festival.

Quy Tran Photography Quy Tran Photography



Along with a space-themed play area for children, the Commons at Hermann Park will have refurbished trails and park space for 
Houstonians of all ages.

The Commons at Hermann Park 
continued from page 1 

The Conservancy hosted a public 
meeting on Thursday, February 7, to 
gather thoughts and feedback on how 
to move forward with this project. 
Attendees listened to a presentation on 
the designs by the project’s landscape 
architects from Michael Van Valkenburgh 
Associates, and voiced their ideas and 
concerns on parking, maintenance, safety 
issues, ecological impacts, and other 
areas of the project.

Since this project is being designed for all 
Houstonians in mind, any and all comments 
and ideas are taken into consideration. 

Over the coming months, Hermann Park 
Conservancy will continue gathering 
feedback—through public meetings and 
emails sent to ideas@hermannpark.org— 
to insure this is a space the community can 
use for years to come. 

After final designs and permits are filed 
and fundraising is complete (through 
private and corporate donations), work 
can begin along Cambridge and Fannin. 
The Conservancy expects the full timeline 
to be between five and six years.

This is just the first step in the Conservancy’s 
revised Master Plan. A dog park, 
further improvements to infrastructure, 
parking enhancements, and many more 
improvements are also in the pipeline for 
Hermann Park.

DONORS

Park to Port Bike Ride 
continued
In Kind
Bayou City Cycles
BikeHouston
Clif Bar
Dick’s Sporting Goods

Park to Port Bike Ride 
continued
In Kind 
DJ Mav
EaDo Bike Co
Frost Bank
Houston BCycle
Houston Parks and Recreation Department
Houston Parks Board
Mayor’s Office of Special Events
Raising Cane’s
Rice Bikes
Saint Arnold Brewing Company
Silver Eagle Distributors
Texas Medical Center
Waste Management

Run in the Park
$5,000–$9,999
Williams
$2,500–$4,999
The Reliant Retail Charitable Foundation
$1,000–$2,499
Frontier Utilities
$500–$999
One Hermann Place
Wells Fargo: Houston Latin Connection Chapter
$100–$499
Anonymous
Matthew Barnes
John Dazey and Vernon Walling
Stephen D’Souza
Enaxis Consulting
Cece and Mack Fowler
Max French
Intercontinental Terminals Co, LLC
Andy James
Tuija Kalpala
Kate Bell Elementary School
Victoria Khan
Laura and Andrew Malek
In Kind
Clif Bar
Dick’s Sporting Goods
DJ Mav
Fleet Feet Sports
Frost Bank
Houston Parks and Recreation Department
Mayor’s Office of Special Events
Saint Arnold Brewing Company
Shake Shack–Rice Village
Silver Eagle Distributors
Waste Management

Urban Green
$500–$999
Mary Stewart and 

Cotton Clark
Whitney and Brian Hagstrom
Courtney and Bo Hughes
Frances and Philip Kerr
Lauren and Oren Marouni
Therese and Chris Rothfelder
Cecelia and Peter Sanfelippo
Emily and Jon Sanfelippo
Allison and Mack Schaffer
$100–$499
Emily Anderson
Melanie Baldridge
Kathryne Browning
Katie and James Browning
Caitlin Fox
Mark Genitempo
Lauralee and Tanner Gentry
Millie Givens
Ben Graham
Laina and Read Hammond
Katherine Herrington
Alyssa and Andrew Ketner

Jeffrey Luna
Cassidi and Brady McClellan
Katharine McGee
Julia McGowen
Meghan Miller and Jeff Marin
Joseph Mims
Madison and Patrick Moffitt
Elizabeth Pegelow
Kelly and Billy Reynolds
Jorge Rivas
Amy Rogers
Patrick Ryan
Rachel and David Silvas
Monique Stitts
Stephanie Taylor
Hallie and Matthew Thompson
Lander Wendland
Lauren and Kevin Wooten
In Kind
Abejas Boutique
Alley Theatre
The Bar Method Houston–Montrose
BIG Power Yoga
Burger Joint
Butter & Company
Central Market
CKP
Mary Stewart and Cotton Clark
Cyclebar Sawyer Heights
Da Camera of Houston
Deep Eddy Vodka
Defy Pilates
Deutsch & Deutsch
Diageo
Dry Bar
Eight Row Flint
El Tiempo Cantina/Laurenzo’s
The Grove
Ham & Cheese Photobooth
Nikki and Robert Hanley
Hardcore Pilates
HIP Fitness
Hotel Alessandra
Houston Ballet
Houston Grand Opera
Houston Museum of Natural Science
Houston Symphony
Houston Zoo
Kenedy Hughes
The Jen Collection
Kendra Scott
La Mexicana Restaurant
Lawless Spirits & Kitchen
Lindsey Brown Public Relations
Lucille’s
Main Street Theatre
The Menil Collection
Judson Merritt
Meghan Miller and Jeff Marin
Mirror Mirror Beauty Boutique
NAK Productions
New Artisan Spirits ROXOR
The Nice Winery
NRG Energy, Inc.
The Owl Bar/Bollo Woodfired Pizza
Paloma Nails
Pampered Pet Inn
Paulie’s
Pub Fiction
Quy Tran Photography
Race Pace
Raising Cane’s
Relish Restaurant and Bar
RIDE Indoor Cycling
rise nº2
River Oaks Donuts
Rothfelder & Falick L.L.P.
Saint Arnold Brewing Company
Adrienne D. Saxe
 Allison and Mack Schaffer
Skydive Spaceland Houston
Smoosh Cookies
Soul Cycle
Southwell’s Hamburger Grill
Spanky’s
Studio Communications
Stuff by Emma Ebbs
Superica

PARKSIDE / SPRING 2019 HERMANN PARK CONSERVANCY

Creating a Space for all Houstonians 
continued from page 3

But the best memories I have of Hermann 
Park come from my last five years here, 
and the relationships that I built through 
the construction of the Gardens and 
its opening. There are a lot of men and 
women in the Parks department who work 
so hard to keep the Park clean and green, 
and working side by side with them was 
an honor and a privilege. 

I know that it can be easy to look past the 
people who pick up trash all day long, 
but I’m telling you, it’s an act of love. The 
people who work in Hermann Park day 
after day to keep the Park in good shape 
for the city of Houston are wonderful 
people and they changed my life. 

I also made friends with arborists, 
nurserymen, compost makers, pine 
straw delivery drivers— wonderful 
tradespeople and advisors who helped 
us get the garden operation off the 
ground and running. 

Then there was my staff of gardeners 
and maintenance people, as well as my 
colleagues at Hermann Park Conservancy. 
All of those relationships made working 
long days and weeks worthwhile as we 
tried to figure out how to get the gates 
open and closed, and the fountains on 
and running, and the Mount green and 
the hedges trimmed. 

But at the end of the day, the memories 
that will stay with me the longest are of 
the random encounters that you can have 
when you have the joy of working in [a 
place like McGovern Centennial Gardens]. 

We all got the chance to talk to a lot of 
strangers who came to the Gardens to 
walk, or sit, or mourn, or heal, or sleep, 
or just breathe. These are just mundane 
moments, everyday moments. 

Then you meet a lot of people who are  
here in Houston going through treatment 
for cancer, and they often don’t have much 
to do between sessions of chemotherapy, 
so they come here— sometimes to 
volunteer or just to sit in the Gardens. 

Then there are special moments of 
celebration: people who came to propose 
to their partner, or on Mother’s Day, or 
to bring their grandmother, or celebrate 
an anniversary. In one special tale, the 
moment a teenage boy finally had the 
courage to hold his girl’s hand as they 
sat together on the benches at the top of 
the Mount. 

If you can think back to the days before 
we opened the Gardens, there used to be 
a continuous fence along Hermann Drive. 
During lunch hour, you could see car after 
car of single people parked on Hermann 
Drive, eating their sandwiches alone with 
the engine running. 

They would drive to the Park, but they 
would feel blocked by the fences and 
wouldn’t come into the Park. But now 
they are here, the park edge is more 
permeable, those same people are here 
together, in community. 

My best memories are watching how 
much life happens here, in a public park, 
and how this place serves so many 
people in the course of a regular day, 
a regular week.
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DONORS

Swift + Company
Theatre Under the Stars
Tiff’s Treats
Tiny’s No. 5
Total Wine & More
Town in City Brewing Company
Well Done Cooking Classes
Xochi

Annual Fund/General Support
$25,000–$49,999
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
$10,000–$24,999
Anonymous
Marvy Finger Family Foundation
Kathrine G. McGovern
$5,000–$9,999
Garver/Black/Hilyard Family Foundation
$1,000–$4,999
Theresa and Evans Attwell
Jan and Jack Cato
Jennifer and Leo Chen
KC and William Coats– In memory of 

Bill Coats and Bob Kaim
Julie Cohn and John A. Connor
Susan Garner
Joan and Fritz Glover
Sharon and Cecil Griffin
Harvey R. Houck, Jr. and 

Patricia W. Houck Foundation, Inc.– 
In honor of Terrylin Neale

Lucy and Ernie Seward
Jane and Gary Swanson
Marlene and Mark Wong
$500–$999
Lana Billeaud and John McGinnis
Helen and Ben Cohen– In honor of 

Jim Murdaugh
Connie and Eric Estopinal
Jenny and Clayton Finney
Sam Lasseter and Dillon Kyle
Prometheus Charitable Trust–In memory of 

Marvin T. Taylor 
$100–$499
Anonymous (6)
Anonymous–In honor of The Batug Family
Ginger Blanton
Taylor Brooks and Dan Kaufman
Roger Bumgardner
Betty T. Chapman
Lynn and Kenneth Dahlberg
Barbara and Rudy Duarte
John Eymann
Bernard M. Fields Management Corp
Phillipa and Don Gard– In memory of 

Mark Hausknecht
Brian Ho
Linda and George Kelly
Candace and Robert Levy
Melissa and Philip Masquelette–In memory of 

Rev. Elizabeth S. Masquelette
Jacqueline McCoy
Tom Menges
Ann and John Montgomery
Cristina and Bill Moore
Susan Morrison
Anned Muse
Ludmilla Orelup
Carrie and Chris O’Sullivan
Gloria Pepper and Bernard Katz
Marcia and Don Raskin
Cheryl Ray and Ruel Smith
Carol and William Simmons
Denise and Martin Snyder
Kristie and David Staas
Linda and John Sumner
Lillian L. Tade
Gabriele and Heinrich Taegtmeyer– 

In memory of Marvin Taylor
Amy and Robert Taylor
Nicola and Richard Toubia–In memory of 

Marvin Taylor
Craig Vinson
Sarah Wolfe and Allan Turner
Madeline Woods
Charles E. Wright
Yelp Inc.

In Kind
Goode Company
Marley Lott
Steel City Pops
Lois Young Taber

Garden Conservancy Fund
$100–$499
Sheryl and Scott Mills

General Endowment Fund
$100–$499
H. Joe Nelson III–In memory of Ross Seline

Habitat Conservancy Fund
$100–$499
CAM CONSTRUCTION LP

Plant a Tree
$500–$999
Anonymous–In honor of The Batug Family
Cece and Mack Fowler– In honor of 

David Weekley and Dick Weekley
Geri Wood–In memory of Martin LoBiondo
$100–$499
Anonymous–In memory of Jack Welton 

Brooke, Jr.
Ramsay M. Elder–In honor of 

Rodney K. Crowl
Cindy Farach-Carson and Dan Carson– 

In memory of Rose Grover
Allison Irelan–In memory of Joan Borden
Ann Kennedy and Geoffrey Walker– 

In memory of Joe Harper, Sr.
Kathy and Bob Lopez
Heide Mairs and Chip Slater
Mary Lynn and Steve Marks–In memory of 

Martha Myers
Lynn and Marcel Mason– In memory of 

Judy Anne Reiner
H. Joe Nelson III– In memory of 

Rozmae Cole Easton
Demi and Ron Rand– 

In memory of Leanne Grace Ensell Coates
Samantha Schnee and J. Michael Hafner– 

In honor of Henrietta Alexander
Golnaz, Farzad & Hyrsa Soleimani (PLLC)– 

In honor of Hyrsa Soleimani
Lori and Anthony Speier–In honor of 

H. Joe Nelson III
Fred Stow – A gift from your stargazer friends
Kaylin and Christopher Weber–In memory of 

Linda English Haverstock

Tree Conservancy Fund
$1,000–$4,999
Phillips 66
$500–$999
Suzanne and Peter Day–In memory of 

Mark Folkes
$100–$499
Macey and Harry Reasoner

Volunteer Programs
$1,000–$4,999
The Dow Chemical Company
In Kind
Coca-Cola Southwest Beverages

Membership
Conductor’s Circle ($2,500+)
Susan and Richard Anderson
Anonymous
John Bradshaw Jr.
Lora Jean Kilroy
Kathy and Randy Lake
Will McLendon
Platinum ($500–$2,499)
Suzanne and Brian Adams
Anonymous
Jim F. Avant
Karen and Charlie Baughn
Sudha Bidani
Anna Louise Bruner
Virginia A. Clark
Almeria T. Cottingham
Kathryn Crowder and Susan Zarate– 

In memory of Abby Bowman
Beverly Dickerson
Joell and Thomas Doneker

PARKSIDE / SPRING 2019 HERMANN PARK CONSERVANCY

2018 Park to Port Bike Ride
Hermann Park Conservancy’s annual Park to Port Bike Ride sees hundreds of 
cyclists taking a 20-mile route from the Park to the Port of Houston and back. 
This year’s event took place on Saturday, October 6.

2018 Run in the Park
Runners of all ages came to Hermann Park on Saturday, November 10 for 
the annual Run in the Park. The 5K run was followed with an after-party for 
participants along the Jones Reflection Pool.

Photos by Blueprint Film Co. Photos by Chemberli Lachaille12 13
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Save the Dates!
Hermann Park Conservancy 
Calendar of Events

Details at hermannpark.org 

facebook.com/ 
HermannPark

instagram.com/ 
HermannPark

twitter.com/ 
HermannPark

Membership 
continued
Platinum ($500–$2,499) 
Cathy and Wayne Donnelly
Loann and John Eiman
Cece and Mack Fowler
Elizabeth A. Germani
Stephen L. Goldberg and Tim Kollatchny
Annie and Bob Graham
Josephine and Philip John
Maria and Brendan Lee
Sandra and George Mason
Fan and Peter Morris
Belle and Peter Petkas
Pam Promecene
Karen and Howard Schneider
Pamela Smith
Joel Sprott
Amy Sutton and Gary Chiles
Michele Thompson and Robert Yekovich
Melissa and Oliver Tuckerman
Adrienne and Tim Unger
Beth and Joe Weikerth
Lorraine and Ed Wulfe
Gold ($250–$499)
Linda Aaron
Anonymous (2)
Minnette and Peter Boesel
Andree A. Boudreaux
William Boyer
Robin and Richard Brooks
Brenda and Joe Cialone
Vivian Cline
Kathryn and Hank Coleman
Christy and Tom Compson
Liz and Steve Crowell
Verena and Alfred Dettwiler
Brittany and Steven Douglas
Susan M. Edwards
Carolyn and Ron Galfione
Sharon and Thomas Giordano
Saundria and Jerome Gray
Janet and Douglas Hamel
Janet and Robert Haworth
Kathleen and W. R. Hayes
Shelby Hodge and Shafik Rifaat
Mark Hoffman
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
Olive and Lynn N. Hughes
Josie and Michael Jones
Carolyn Moore Khourie
Kingsfield Consulting LLC
Katherine Kohlmeyer
Gwen Kunz
Denise and Matt Lanza
Lea and Jeff Levin
Anne Loo and Brad Nyberg
Susan and David Lummis
Laura and Andrew Malek
Stephen A. Massad
Jacki and Frank McCreary
Jerry McNeill
Josie and Phil Morgan
Judy and Jim Nicklos
Phyllis Panenka and David Archer
Esther and Gary Polland
Edlyn and David Pursell
Isla and Tommy Reckling
Ellis Rudy
Mary Ann Ryerson
Shavonnah Roberts Schreiber and 

Joseph Schreiber
Peggy and Bill Shrader
Arlene and Joe Staller
Linda and Xavier Stokes
Carol and Peter Taaffe
Peter Tsan
Christine and David M. Underwood, Jr.
James Waller
Glenwood Weber and Rubert Weber-Pereira
Traci and Kris Westbrook
Martha and Walter White
Helen Wils and Leonard Goldstein
Burke Windham
Geri Wood
J. David Wright

Centennial ($100–$249)
Susan and Barry Abrams
Valerie Adair
Akerman LLP
Susan and John Allen
Peggy Amante
Dudley Anderson
Anonymous (9)
Jeanne Bauer and 

Walter Hittelman
Michael Beauchamp
Kathleen Bradley
Sara Brook
Barbara Brooks
Frances K. Brown
Susan and John Burn
Jane and Don Burney
Cindy and Larry Burns
Leone Buyse and 

Michael Webster
Virginia and William Camfield
Claire Campbell and 

Adam Halpert
Linda Carper
The Casey Family
Ute and Philip Cezeaux
Judy Chapman
Regina Lo Chiang
Michelle Coats
Leslie and William Coe
Lisa and Pete Coppel
Terri and James Craig
Linda Graham Cryer
Yadin David
Jordan Davis
Nancy and L. John Davis
Susan Dierker
Judith and Frank Douglas
Jennie and Robert Duffy
Leigh Duke
Robert Early
Deborah Eber
Kare Eileraas
Ramsay M. Elder
Stephen Elison
Sophia Ewalt and 

Matthew Behrmann
Gail and Arthur Faris
Pamela Ferguson
Perri and Aaron Fink
Lou Ann Flanz and 

Alan Rodenstein–In honor of 
Stanley Stein

Elizabeth and Ralph Frankowski
Friend of Hermann Park
Tomiko Fukuda
Jo and James Furr
Vanessa N. Gaona
Roger D. Goddard
Elva Godwin
Hannah and Lenny Golub
Cathey and Hal Gordon
Margaret and Paul Gowen
Lisa and Stephen Greenberg
Thomas D. Greider
James Grotta
Patrick Hardwick
Becky and Donald Hayes
Monica and Steven Heal
Manuel Heredia
Joy Hester
Susan Hogge
Melissa and Randy Holloway
Vicki Huff and Eric Boerwinkle
Jay Hurt
Annie and Geoffrey Hutson
Maylynn E. and Andrew F. Icken
Catherine and Thomas Jackson
Gary Johnson
Nancy and Timothy Johnson
Patsy Johnson
Laura Jones
Sultana Kaldis
Susanna and Clay Kartye
Shae Keefe-Jacobs and 

Mark Jacobs
Frances and Norman Kittrell
Anne Klein and Harvey Aronson

Linda and Tom Kleinworth
Elizabeth and Dash Kohlhausen
Charlotte and Frank Krecow
Kim and Mark Kressenberg
Natalie Ichon Lancaster
Joyce and Larry Lander
Andrew Alfrey Layman
Mercedes Leal and 

Tammi Wallace
Rebecca and Robert LeBlanc
Jeffrey Lemaster
Diann and Mike Lewter
Jane Lock
Cecilia and Peter Ludwig
Rebecca MacDonald
Kathleen and Thomas Mach
Marianne and Donald Marcus
Rebecca Mark-Jusbasche and 

Michael Jusbasche
Laura Marsh
Lynn and Marcel Mason
Carl E. Masterson
James McCallum
Patricia McKinley
Anne Schnoebelen Meixner
Barry and Karen Miller
Carol and Bob Miller
Carol and Roland Miller
Marilyn Miller and Robert 

Huntley
Bradley Mitchell
Maria Modelska
The Montalvo Law Firm
Julia Morgan
Barb and Will Noel
Karen North
Jenny Pan and 

Brandon Essigmann
Carolyn and Thomas Paul
Judy A. Penner
Eula and Levi Perry
Bette Schein Pesikoff
Armin Porter and Darryl Herzik
Christina and Tristan Propst
Gloria and Joe Pryzant
Katherine and Michael Putnam
Virginia and Luis Rangel
Mary Jo and Ronald Rapini
Janet Rarick and 

Benjamin Kamins
Janet Redeker
Helena and Brennan Reilly
Rhodes Environmental, Inc.
Kristin Roshelli and 

Matthew Nicklos
Jane Rucker
Diane Sanders
Gwenn and James Sandoz
Andrew Schaefer
Jay Scheevel
Emily Schreiber
Leanne and Sam Scott
Stuart Shapiro and 

Richard Bezdek
Aaryn and Gene Silva
Herbert D. Simons
Mary Beth and David Slater
Len D. Slusser
Karen and Ken Smiley
Robert Snellgrove and 

Anthony Waguespack
Monica and Thomas Springer
William Streng
Linda and John Sumner
Gail Taber
Gabriele and Heinrich 

Taegtmeyer–In memory of 
Marvin Taylor

Betsy and Mitchell Taylor
Marilyn and Ronald Taylor
Susan and Len Teich
Kathy and Tom Tellepsen II
Sandy and Jim Thompson
Kris and Jeff Tinkham
Erin Tsai and Daniel Allison
Rimas Vebeliunas
Giti, Reza, and Rizwan Virani
Janice and Bill Visinsky

Julie and Michael Wagner
Gail and Michael Walsh
Julie Watkins and Paul Heim
Ann Watson and James Allison
Kathy J. Welch and John T. 

Unger
Monica and Thomas White
Susan White and 

Scott B. Swanson
Amanda and Scott Wiesenborn
Pippa Wiley
Maggie and David Williams
Jan and Mike Yauch
Linda and Richard Zoll

George Hermann Society
Genevieve Lykes Duncan†

May Shelmire Duncan†

Cece and Mack Fowler
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
Ann Kennedy and 

Geoffrey Walker
David W. Langworthy
Jackie and Malcolm Mazow
Laura and Brad McWilliams
Terry Murphree†

Terrylin G. Neale
Mary Anne H. Phillips†

Mark B. Ryan
Megan and Jason Ryan
Susan Schwaitzberg and 

Ron Misrack
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette
John E. Walsh, Jr.
Pippa Wiley

†deceased

The George Hermann Society 
recognizes donors who have 
provided for the future of 
Hermann Park through bequests 
or life income gifts to Hermann 
Park Conservancy.

The names listed above and on the 
preceding pages include donors 
who made gifts or pledges of 
$100 or more between July 1 and 
December 31, 2018, as well as all 
Park to Port Bike Ride, Run in the 
Park, Hats in the Park luncheon 
and Kite Festival donors, and 
George Hermann Society 
members. Gifts to Evening in the 
Park will be recognized in a future 
issue. In compliance with IRS 
standards, commitments paid over 
time in installments are recognized 
once in full at the time of the 
pledge. Please contact the 
Conservancy if we inadvertently 
have not included your name or 
if you would like to be listed 
differently in future publications.

Stonyfield Organic, Hermann Park 
Conservancy and Walmart announced 
during the Kite Festival on Sunday, 
March 24 to celebrate the transition 
of areas of Hermann Park to organic 
maintenance practices. The move comes 
as part of Stonyfield’s #PlayFree initiative, 
which aims to help convert public parks 
and playing fields across the country to 
organic grounds management to ensure 
community spaces are free from the 
use of harmful pesticides. The areas of 
Hermann Park that will serve as pilot 
areas will be the main lawn at McGovern 
Centennial Gardens and the raised 
lawn at Molly Ann Smith Plaza along 
McGovern Lake.

The funds will be used to construct a 
closed loop composting system which 
includes a series of bins to convert green 
waste from Pinewood Cafe and landscape 
maintenance activity into rich, organic 
compost. The funds will also be used to 
procure compost application equipment, 

a vermicomposting unit, signage, and 
training. The new maintenance methods 
will eliminate the use of herbicides and 
synthetic fertilizers on two high-profile 
turf locations.

Doreen Stoller, Hermann Park Conservancy’s 
president, said, “Houston is a rapidly 
growing city which increases the need 
for green space. Public funding cannot 
keep up with the need, so private 
investment in public parks is critical to 
keep communities healthy. We believe that 
parks should be healthy, safe environments 
for both people and nature.”

The Conservancy will start implementing 
these new methods by this summer.

Stonyfield Organic, Walmart, and 
Hermann Park Conservancy Team Up 
to Go Organic

Representatives from Walmart, Stonyfield Organic, and 
Hermann Park Conservancy celebrated the launch at this 
year’s Kite Festival.

Aaron Mondok, Stonyfield Organic

Evening in the Park Gala
Chairs: June Deadrick & Barbara Friedman 
Honoring Terrylin Neale 
Thursday, April 25, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 
Jones Reflection Pool and Molly Ann Smith Plaza

Member Burger Night 
Thursday, May 9, 2019, 5–7 p.m. 
Pinewood Cafe

Father’s Day at Hermann Park 
Sunday, June 16, 2019, 8:30–10 a.m. 
Pinewood Cafe

Mother’s Day at Hermann Park 
Sunday, May 12, 2019, 8:30–10 a.m. 
Pinewood Cafe

Summer Vegetable Planting with Urban Harvest 
Wednesday, May 20, 2019, 6–7:30 pm 
Family Garden, McGovern Centennial Gardens
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CONSERVANCY TEAM

Chair
David Enrique Ruiz

Executive Committee
John Bishop
Gloria Luna Bounds
Kristy J. Bradshaw
Danny David
Milane Duncan-Frantz
Cece Fowler
Brent Friedman
Morgan Garvey
Linda C. Hunsaker
Ann Kennedy
Marley Lott
Rebecca Mark-Jusbasche
Roslyn Bazzelle Mitchell
Terrylin G. Neale
H. Joe Nelson III
Adrian Patterson
Shavonnah Roberts 

Schreiber
Phoebe Tudor
Keith Watson Wade

Board of Directors
Holly Alvis
Robert W. Antablin
Jay Baker
John B. Clutterbuck
Viviana Denechaud
Valerie Palmquist 

Dieterich
Steve Dolman
Cyndy Garza-Roberts
Glen Gondo
Linda Kelly
Jordan Kozar
Ryan McCord
Anne C. Mendelsohn

Kunio Minami
Linsay Radcliffe
Ken Redding
Brian Rollins
Akemi Fuji Saitoh
Anne-Marie Schlumberger
Heidi M. Smith
Terry Pressler Smith
Y. Ping Sun
Troy Thacker

Ex-officio
Steve Wright
Rick Dewees

President
Doreen Stoller

Advisory Board
Edward R. Allen III
Dina Alsowayel
Nancy Ames
Jana Arnoldy
Evans S. Attwell
Byron K. Barclay
David L. Benson
Devinder S. Bhatia, M.D.
Sadie Gwin Blackburn
Jane Block
Kevin E. Bonebrake
Kathleen A. Boyd
Kevin S. Boyle Sr.
Russell D. Brightwell
Richard L. Brooks
Divya Brown
Lindsey Brown
Kristen Buck
Gracie Cavnar
Jackson Chang
John E. Chapoton Jr.
Harold Clark

Mary Stewart Clark
Joe Cleary
Tom Compson
Jennifer Jodeit Daly
Davetta Daniels, Ed.D.
June Deadrick
Scott Dorfman, M.D.
Campbell Eifler
Luis Elizondo-Thomson
Valerie L. Fayle
Kevin J. Foyle
Ellie Francisco
J. Kent Friedman
Stephen L. Goldberg
Jennifer Gravenor
Jerome Gray
Leisa Holland-Nelson
Gregg Hollenberg
Steppie F. Holsclaw
Barbara Hurwitz
Philip John
Mike Johnson
George Johnston
Demetra C. Jones
Carey Kirkpatrick
Christopher Lykes Knapp
Margaret L. Kripke, Ph.D.
Brittany A. Sakowitz 

Kushner
Elyse Lanier
Sam L. Lasseter
Kathy Lord
Sherry A. Lott
Tommy W. Lott
David Rice Lummis
Nancy Manderson
Jackie Wolens Mazow
Kristen W. McDanald
Joe Meppelink

Melissa Mithoff
Yuzuru Nagawa
Sarah Newbery
Judy Nyquist
Kathleen O’Reilly
Roz Pactor
Mark T. Prescott
Carol S. Price
Dean Putterman
Glen Ragland
Chris J. Reichert
Shafik I. Rifaat
Abbey Roberson
DeAndre Sam
Karla A. Sepulveda
Louis Sklar
Ed Smith
Sebastien Solar
Harry L. Stille
Cassie B. Stinson
Craig Stone
Michele Thompson
Nanako Tingleaf
Gary Tinterow
Nicola Fuentes Toubia
Sarah Pennington Tropoli
Kenneth Tsai
Peter Tsan
Hunter Vance
Maggie Beary Vermillion
Barbara Evans Williams
Phyllis K. Williams
Crystal Wright, M.D.
Susan Young

Doreen Stoller, President 
doreen@hermannpark.org

John Bradshaw Jr.,  Director of  Campaign 
Strategy

jbradshaw@hermannpark.org

Emily Chambers,  Programs and Events 
Coordinator

echambers@hermannpark.org

Candace Cleveland, Pinewood Cafe Manager
ccleveland@hermannpark.org

Diane Kerr, Director of Volunteer Programs 
dkerr@hermannpark.org

Kristine Mall, Development Coordinator
kmall@hermannpark.org

Megan Mark, Individual Giving Coordinator
mmark@hermannpark.org

Meghan Miller, Director of Development
mmiller@hermannpark.org

Ron Misrack, Director, Visitor Services
rmisrack@hermannpark.org

Becky Porteous, Accounting Manager
bporteous@hermannpark.org

Marcus Powers,  Marketing and 
Communications Manager

mpowers@hermannpark.org

Fani Qano, Project Manager
fqano@hermannpark.org

David Renninger, Director of Operations
drenninger@hermannpark.org

Gretchen Sammons, Venue Manager
gsammons@hermannpark.org

Latonya Scott, Manager, Visitor Services
lscott@hermannpark.org

Kyle Wolfe, Volunteer Coordinator
kwolfe@hermannpark.org


