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As soon as Marley Lott speaks, one immediately knows two things about 
her: she is from the Mississippi Delta, and she is very smart. Her formal 

credentials include a BA from Virginia’s Hollins University, two post-graduate 
years in France and Belgium, and a JD from Harvard Law School. 
She moved to Houston to accept a position at Baker Botts in 1978 
and has never looked back.

While her professional career is stellar, her volunteer activities in 
the Houston community set her apart. It would not take long for a 

new friend to learn that she is passionate about art, architecture, and 
public green space. And her record of service in these areas proves 

that she puts her time and money where her mouth is. Her work with 
non-profit agencies includes serving as a long-time member of the board 

of trustees of the Contemporary Arts Museum, Houston, a stint on the board of 
the Architecture Center Houston Foundation, and, currently, Marley sits on the Watkins 
Council, the advisory board for the Rice School of Architecture. 

Continued on page 4

Looking back and moving forward
The Hermann Park we know and love 
didn’t always look like it does today. 

It has gone through many transformations, 
renovations, and reimaginings, all of which 

require lots of time, effort, and funding. 
It is fascinating to see what the Park was, 
compared to what it is now, and to think 

about where it will be as the Conservancy 
moves forward with its master plan.
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Play Your Park Campaign
$2,000,000+
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
$1,000,000–$1,999,999
The Fondren Foundation
$100,000–$249,999
M.D. Anderson Foundation
Vivian L. Smith Foundation
$50,000–$99,999
Bank of America
$25,000–$49,999
Susan Vaughan Foundation
$10,000–$24,999
Tina and Mitja Peterman
$5,000–$9,999
Kate and Joe Cavanaugh – In memory of 

Keith Wade
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
$1,000–$4,999
Jennifer and Jon Daly
Melina McCarty and John Bishop
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette –  

In memory of Erin Gregory Neale 
and Lamar Gregory Neale

$500–$999
Nancy Kate and Mark Prescott
Carol and Dan Price
Hector Villarreal
$100–$499
Chinhui and Eddie Allen
Stewart Cory and Eric Kline – In honor of 

HPC staff
Kevin J. Foyle
George W. Johnston
Brittany Sakowitz Kushner and Kevin Kushner
Ed Smith
Cassie B. Stinson

McWilliams Dog Park
$1,000–$4,999
Jane and Ron Lerner – In memory of 

Keith Wade
Marley Lott – In honor of Kevin Bonebrake
Melina McCarty and John Bishop
$500–$999
Alex and Duncan Dickerson
Rachel and Bud Frazier – In honor of 

Laura and Brad McWilliams
Kevin Shanley – In honor of Chico
Melissa and Oliver Tuckerman – 

In memory of Action Tuckerman
$100–$499
Bill Gilmer – In honor of 

“Betty” Gebetsberger
Stephanie Reynolds
Tiphanie Vogel – In memory of Maggie

Historic Clubhouse – Lott Hall
$1,000–$4,999
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette

Fund for Public Art
$500–$999
Gwen Kunz
$100–$499
Jan Buchholtz and Jim Davis

McGovern Centennial Gardens
$5,000–$9,999
Shaila and Sumant Patel – In memory of 

Roger McNeill M.D.
Ranjan and Bipin Sitaram – In memory of  

Roger McNeill, M.D.
$1,000–$4,999
Elizabeth and Albert Kidd – In memory of 

Vic Samuels
Phillips 66
$100–$499
Sue Bleakie
Katherine de Perio – In memory of 

Ida de Bittencourt
Maggi Ashworth Jones – In memory of 

Ana Maria McDonald
In Kind
Houston Powder Coaters
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Each morning a group of gentlemen 
who have been friends for decades 
greet me as I arrive to my office at 
Hermann Park Conservancy. Safely 
sitting one to a bench under the live 
oaks, they maintain their connections 
with each other at a time when many 
of us are isolated from friends and 
family we love.

During the day, I see families picnicking 
by the Jones Reflection Pool, or 
neighbors checking out what is 
blooming in the McGovern Centennial 
Gardens this week. Sometimes I give an 
impromptu overview of the Japanese 
Garden to a visitor discovering it for 
the first time — noting the best spots 
to see turtles sunning themselves on 
the rocks, or the giant koi submarining 
through the pond. I stop and chat with 
our gardeners who keep the Park 
sparkling even in the Houston heat, 
and laugh with one of our dedicated 
volunteers who has painstakingly 
cleared all the nutsedge out of the 
rose beds and proclaims that he “is 
not going to let the weeds win.” And 
I realize Hermann Park has facilitated 
a COVID community — where people 
escape from the stress to find joy in 
beauty, relax in nature, and feel 
connected with others even if they 
are at a safe distance.

Despite the Park being open to the 
public, we cannot deny that things 
have changed. The playgrounds 
remain closed and there are no families 
gathering at the interactive fountains 
in the Molly Ann Smith Plaza. We have 
had to re-organize and re-evaluate how 
to bring our programming, community 
engagement efforts, and major events 
to the people who care about and 
support our work in the Park. Now in 
its 17th year, our Run in the Park went 
virtual — which for the first time has 
allowed my family spread across the U.S. 
to participate with the many regular 
runners using the Park’s gracious trails.

Hermann Park Conservancy’s master 
plan was designed to create a space 
where all people would be welcomed, 
and where they could connect with 
nature and with one another. While 
many plans get abandoned, remarkably 
we implemented our master plan over 

the course of 20 years. As we develop 
the plan for the next 20 years, we 
seek to ensure the Park will continue 
its most vital role — to be here for all 
of us, and to bring us together as a 
community when needed. Things have 
changed, but that will never change.

In a time when many businesses and 
gathering spots have been scaled back 
or indefinitely closed with no timeline 
of re-opening as normal, it is clear 
how community spaces like Hermann 
Park are vital to the city, and to our 
mental and physical health. I love 
many things about Houston. But I love 
Hermann Park in particular because it 
allows us to experience the best things 
about our city as a place where all are 
welcomed, and we can be together no 
matter what — or because of what — 
is happening in the world around us.

Hermann Park is here and we are 
open for Houston.

Doreen Stoller, President

HPC President Doreen Stoller and Lulu helping her pal 
Midas Bonebrake raise awareness for the McWilliams Dog Park.
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Japanese Garden
$5,000–$9,999
Japan Business Association of Houston
Yasuhiko and Akemi Saitoh
$1,000–$4,999
Japanese Association of Greater Houston
$100–$499
Darlene and George Hirasaki
Gail and Thomas Viele

In memory of Amy Shypailo
Elizabeth Adolph
Shanna Castano
Amanda Hagood
Renata Hanchuk
Irene and Michael Hayden
Ann McMeans
Maureen and Boris Moczula
Beth Stafford
Sheila Trahan
Angela and Philip Walker

Plant a Tree
$100–$499
Cece and Mack Fowler – In memory of 

Keith Watson Wade
Kim and Timothy Griffin – In memory of 

Bonnie McDougall Donovan
Kidney Cancer Association – In memory of 

Thomas Glenn Monroe
Anne and Timothy Sturm – In memory of 

Tom Grace
Amanda Vieillard – In memory of 

Sandy Ladewig
Pippa Wiley – In memory of Carole Huelbig

Urban Land Management
In Kind
Apache Corporation

Garden Conservancy Fund
$1,000–$4,999
Ann and Eddie Norwood – 

In memory of Sophie
$100–$499
Carla Cooper – In honor of Teska Moreau
Virginia Jee – In Memory of Sandra Hlavacek
Linda and Richard Sylvan

Tree Conservancy Fund
$500–$999
Suzanne and Peter Day – In memory of 

Mark Folkes
Verena and Alfred Dettwiler

Volunteer Programs
$500–$999
Anonymous

Virtual Run in the Park
$5,000–$9,999
Williams
In Kind
Fleet Feet Sports
Saint Arnold Brewing Company
Shake Shack

Kite Festival
$10,000–$24,999
Vinson & Elkins LLP
$2,500–$4.999
Katie and Scott Arnoldy
H-E-B
Macy’s, Inc.
Sara and Craig Stone
$1,000–$2,499
Holly and Austin Alvis
Abbi and Robert Antablin
Gloria and Jesse Bounds
Kristy and Chris Bradshaw
The Ensell Family
Cece and Mack Fowler
Carey Kirkpatrick and David Rassin
Marilyn Miller and Robert Huntley
Susan and Doug Paisley
Carol and Dan Price
The Kim and Chris Reichert Family
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The Commons takes shape
As part of the Conservancy’s master plan, the Commons at Hermann Park 
continues to make progress. 

Marlon Blackwell Architects have joined 
the project and are in the process of 
finalizing their designs. Since 1992, 
Marlon Blackwell Architects have been 
creating environmentally responsible 
projects with the philosophy that 
architecture can happen anywhere, 
at any scale—for anyone. Marlon and his 
team will be designing the modern-day 
carousel and pavilion structures around 
the Commons.

The firm has designed areas such as the 
visitors center and structures at Shelby 
Farms Park in Memphis, Tennessee and the 
Indianapolis Museum of Art visitors pavilion. 
Most recently his firm was awarded the 
American Institute of Architects’ Gold 
Medal in 2020. 

To learn more about the Commons, visit 
hermannpark.org/thecommons.

This modern-day pavilion will be home to 
a family of animals as part of the traditional 
carousel (Marlon Blackwell Architects)

The Historic Pavilion will be renovated to 
include ample outdoor seating with food 
service, and access to a food truck park 
(Marlon Blackwell Architects)
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Looking back and moving forward, continued

But Marley’s greatest commitment has been to Hermann Park Conservancy (HPC). She was 
a founding HPC board member and is the longest serving member (and current chair) 
of its projects committee, which has overseen $125 million of park projects to date. 
Developed over many years, her close relationships with leaders in the Houston Parks 
and Recreation Department, the Houston Parks Board, the Buffalo Bayou Partnership, 
and the Memorial Park Conservancy serve as a model of collaborative effort to make 
Houston a greener, more humane place. As much as she has accomplished in Hermann 
Park, her greatest satisfaction and joy continues to be her daily jaunts here with her dogs 
past and present: Hattie, Bessie, Sallie, and currently Elmo! 

We hope you and your family have enjoyed transformations and improvements to the 
Park over the years, and we cannot wait to continue to make Hermann Park a space for 
everyone. See you in the Park!

Kite Festival, continued
$500–$999
Morgan Garvey
Joan and Fritz Glover
Christine and Bill Gutknecht
The Hedges Family
Linda and Barry Hunsaker
Jason Johnson
Hallie and JJ McDermott
Elisa and Chris Pye
Abbey Roberson
David Enrique Ruiz
Kaitlyn and Michael Scheurich
Weisie and John Steen
$250–$499
Anonymous
Lauren and Max Barrett
Robin and Richard Brooks
Divya and Chris Brown
The deJong Family
Viviana and David Denechaud
Brittany and Brad Dinerstein
Colleen Dippel
Bevin and Daniel Dubrowski
Christy and Tim Duncan
Annie and Campbell Eifler
Jonathan Ishee
Coble and Jeff Jorgensen
Devon and Taylor Liedtke
Leslie and Harris Masterson
Judy and Scott Nyquist
Catherine and Peter Olasky
Jan and David Sholem – In honor of 

Katie Sholem Arnoldy
The Steen Family
Brian J. Thomas
Barbara E. Williams
Adriana and Edgar Yzquierdo
In Kind
Houston Public Media
SpeedPro Imaging Sugar Land

Annual Fund/General Operations
$25,000–$49,999
George and Mary Josephine Hamman 

Foundation
The Powell Foundation
$10,000–$24,999
The Samuels Foundation
Karen and Howard Schneider 
$5,000–$9,999
Sterling-Turner Foundation
$1,000–$4,999
Virginia A. Clark
Cockrell Family Fund
Viviana and David Denechaud
Susan M. Edwards
Nancy Etheridge
John F. Griffin
Sharon and Cecil Griffin
Janet Gurwitch and Ron Franklin
Mimi Lloyd
Sandra and George Mason
Melina McCarty and John Bishop
Leighton Moss
Bobbie Nau
Carolyn and Jake Sabat
Karla A. Sepulveda
John E. Walsh, Jr.
$500–$999
Anonymous
Lainie Gordon and David Mincberg
Peggy and Ed Hennessy
Brittany Sakowitz Kushner and 

Kevin Kushner
Joan Schnitzer Levy
Sheryl and Scott Mills
Beth and Jim Patterson
Miwa Sakashita and John R. Stroehlein
Peggy and Bill Shrader
Ellen C. L. Simmons

DONORS

2001  McGovern Lake

  Japanese Garden

  McGovern Centennial Gardens

  Grand Gateway
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2014

2016

Patrick Talley
Lifted

 U
p

 A
erial Photog

rap
hy



Many thanks to underwriters and 
supporters of Evening in the Park 2020, 
honoring Marley Lott, for their generous 
gifts and honoring Marley Lott.

Epic Underwriter  

Sherry and Tommy Lott

Major Underwriters
Anonymous
Janet F. Clark
Sis and Hasty Johnson
Family of Marley Lott
Mia Matsumiyae and 

Matthew Donowho
Kathrine G. McGovern/ 

John P. McGovern Foundation
Phoebe and Bobby Tudor
Vallette and Russell Windham
 
Underwriters
Chinhui and Eddie Allen
Sunny and Bill Alsup
Anonymous
Laura and Tom Bacon
Lucia Benton/Carol and Dan Price
Kristy and Chris Bradshaw/ 

Linsay and Jeremy Radcliffe
Marcela and Fernando Brave
Chris Bryan and Trey Peacock/ 

Carolyn Roch and Matt Henneman
Jan and Jack Cato
The CKP Group
Cathy and Joe Cleary
Commerce Bank/ 

Rachel and Sebastien Solar
Ann Marie and Mark Cover

Susie and Sanford Criner/ 
Cece and Mack Fowler/ 
Sissy and Denny Kempner

Jane and Bill Curtis
Isabel and Danny David/ 

Baker Botts L.L.P.
June Deadrick/ 

CenterPoint Energy
Laura Devitt and 

Steve Massad/ 
Sallie and Bob Wright

Bevin and Dan Dubrowski
Jenny Elkins
Clayton and Shel Erikson/ 

Laura and Brad McWilliams
Cherie and Jim Flores
Forney Construction
Esther Friedman Family 

Foundation/ 
Ann and J. Kent Friedman/ 
Michele and Brent Friedman

Cullen Geiselman
H-E-B
Hildebrand Fund
Hines
Laura and Galen Hines-Pierce
Jill and Dunham Jewett
Rebecca and Michael 

Jusbasche
Emily Keeton
Ann Kennedy and 

Geoffrey Walker
Carolyn and Paul Landen and 

The Lynne Murray 
Educational Trust/ 
Kimberly and Jason 
Schlanger/ 
Jennifer Smith and 
Peter Ragauss

Doug Lawing and 
Guy Hagstette

Nicole and Glenn Lowenstein

Lykes Knapp Family Fund 
Nancy Manderson
Devin and Ryan McCord
Memorial Hermann
Fan and Peter Morris
Jim Murdaugh and Gary Smith
Northern Trust
Mary and Paul Nugent
Beverly and Staman Ogilvie
Vivie and Chris O’Sullivan
Tina Arias Peterman/ 

Masterson Advisors
Rice University
David Enrique Ruiz/Adriana 

and Edgar Yzquierdo
Louisa Stude Sarofim
Leslie and Shannon Sasser 

Family Fund
Winnie Scheuer and 

Kevin Bonebrake 
Sherri and Charlie Schugart
Barbara and Louis Sklar
David Steinbach
Allison and Troy Thacker 
Stephanie and Frank Tsuru
UTHealth
Meg and Dick Weekley
Andrea and Bill White
 
Individual Supporters 
Dorothy and Mickey Ables
Roger D. Aksamit
Jay Baker
Vera and Andy Baker
Jeff Beauchamp
Minnette and Peter Boesel
Barrie and Jerry Bradley
John Bradshaw Jr.
Susan and Raymond Brochstein
Richard L. Brooks
Divya and Chris Brown

Cindy and Larry Burns
Dorothy E.F. Caram
Zane and Brady Carruth
Gracie and Bob Cavnar
Jereann Chaney
Clark Condon
Anne and John Clutterbuck
Helen and Ben Cohen
Liz and Steve Crowell
Margaret Culbertson
Ellen and Jim Cummins
Eliza and Johnny Duncan
Jackie and Fred Dunlop
Peggy and Bert DuPont
Sarah and Earl Dyke
Jane and Gus Eifler
Susan Elmore
Cindy and David Fitch
Stephen Fox
Martha and Donald Freedman 
Lissa and Farzanah Gangjee
Florence and Frederic 

Gautier-Winther
Sandy and Lee Godfrey
Denise and Charles Hazen
Mary and Jim Henderson
Linda and Barry Hunsaker
Jerry Jeanmard and 

Cliff Helmcamp
Carlos Jimenez
Josephine and Philip John
Kathleen and Mike Johnson
Demetra and Frank Jones
Marianne and Rob Jones
Lynn and Ty Kelly
Wendy and Mavis Kelsey, Jr. 

Fund
Elizabeth and Albert Kidd
Margaret Kripke
George Lancaster
Amy and Gentry Lee
Kathy and Tom Lord

Lucy Lunt and Wayne Donowho
Mary Milloy
Roslyn Bazzelle Mitchell and 

Derrick Mitchell
Louise and Gary Moss
Terrylin G. Neale
H. Joe Nelson III
Sarah Newbery and 

Garrett Finney
Carol Noel-King and 

J. Stephen King
Evelyn and Roy Nolen
Ann and Eddie Norwood
Judy and Scott Nyquist
Cabrina and Steven Owsley
Erin and Adrian Patterson
Carrie and Al Pepi
David Pesikoff
Janet Redeker
Kim and Chris Reichert
Frank Barlow Rynd
Kaitlyn and Michael Scheurich
Bryan Scrivner
Hinda Simon
Heidi and Marcus Smith
Leigh and Reggie Smith
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette
Ishwaria and Vivek Subbiah
Michele Thompson and 

Robert Yekovich
Emily Leland Todd
Ellie and Jon Totz
Hallie Vanderhider
Frances and Billy Ware
Randa and K.C. Weiner
Anne Whitlock and 

Michael Skelly
Barbara E. Williams
Burke Windham
Ling and George Yang
Edith and Robert Zinn

Evening in the Park Donors
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Because of all that she has contributed to the Conservancy, Mar-
ley Lott was to be this year’s honoree for Evening in the Park. Due 
to Covid-19, the event was unable to happen in-person, but the 
Conservancy still raised a record $700,000 
to support volunteer and stewardship programs in 
the Park.

We would like to thank our chairs, Sis and Hasty Johnson, and 
Vallette and Russell Windham, and many of those donors who 
recognized Marley’s long-term commitment to the Park. This 
includes Epic Underwriters Sherry and Tommy Lott; friends and 
colleagues of Marley from Baker Botts and Hines; members of the 
Conservancy board; and champions, admirers, and cheerleaders 
of Marley’s passion and work. Thank you to all of the donors for 
ensuring what we do at the Conservancy can continue.

Evening in the Park

Evening in the Park Chairs Sis and Hasty Johnson, Burke Windham, and Evening in the Park Honoree Marley Lott Evening in the Park Chairs Vallette and Russell Windham 
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Nature’s back…with attitude
The Commons has taken an important first 
step in its environmental transformation 
with the beginning of its seeding project. 
In the first phase of this multi-year plan, 
the Conservancy will restore and revitalize 
the damaged soil to bring nature back to 
this area of the Park. 

Much like an artist selects colors before 
painting, our team has carefully planned 
and picked vegetation to reflect the 
natural history of the Gulf Coast Prairie. 
In this palette are colorful flowers to 
provide food for wildlife, grasses that 
will have water-absorbing root systems 
to mitigate flooding, and plants that can 
provide an expanded shelter to more 

than 400 species of migratory birds on the 
Central Flyway.

Each piece of this project will not only 
have an aesthetic charm, but a functional 
purpose as well. Plantings include 
inland sea oats, switchgrass, and dotted 
gayfeather. Despite being in the heart of 
a bustling city, nature is back. This 
environmental restoration is possible 
through a partnership with Houston Parks 
and Recreation Department, Michael 
Van Valkenburgh Associates, and the 
Wildlife Habitat Federation.

For more information, visit 
hermannpark.org/seeding.

Annual Fund/ 
General Operations, continued

$100–$499
Peggy Amante
Anonymous
Natalye Appel and John Casbarian
Susan and Jim Baker
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Harry L. Bowles
Suzann and Travis C. Broesche
Jane and Don Burney
Kelly S. Butler
Teresa Cabello
Jan and Joe Castleberry
Cathryn T. Chapman
Vivian Cline
Stewart Cory and Eric Kline – In honor of 

the incredible HPC staff
Linda Graham Cryer
Jennifer and Jon Daly
Yadin David
Moritza Day – In memory of Malcolm Day
Nancy and Jack Dinerstein
Cathy and Wayne Donnelly
John Eymann
Lily and Charles Foster
Gail M. Glass
Jean and Donald Gray
Nonya and Jonathan Grenader
Hanszen Laporte LLP – In honor of 

James Jacob
Manuel Heredia
Brian Ho
Leisa Holland-Nelson and Bob Bowman – 

In memory of David Bowman
Kay and Ned Holmes
Frank Hood
Lauren and Ryan Hunsaker
Glen and Alan Husak
Charlotte and Geoffrey Hutson
Debbie and Frank Jones
Louise and William Jones
Mercedes Leal and Tammi Wallace
Kathryn Louie
Marianne and Donald Marcus
Kay and Clark Martin
Jacki and Frank McCreary
Mary W. Murrin
Nancy Nevle – In honor of Dawn Nevis
Carrie and Chris O’Sullivan
Janna Oswald and Brian Niemczak
Mary and Ben Patton
Adele Raber
Lisa Forbes Satter
Michelle and Cliff Shedd
Len D. Slusser
Sally and Mark Sooby
Arlene and Joe Staller
Cassie B. Stinson
William P. Streng
Mary and Terry Techmanski
James Temple
Craig Vinson
Beth and Joe Weikerth
J. David Wright
In Kind
Houston Public Media
Sendero Consulting

Membership
Conductor’s Circle ($2,500+)
Anonymous
Lou Ann and Milton Gray
Jenny and Ted Meyer
Platinum ($500–$2,499)
Anonymous (2)
Lee and Bob Ardell
Bill Arning
Jim F. Avant
Laura Brown
Lindsey Brown
Virginia A. Clark
Liz and Steve Crowell
Diane and Lynn Dundee
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Signs posted around this 8-acre site explain 
the seeding process and display what kind 
of plantings will be blooming in the future. 
If you’re ever riding the Hermann Park 
Railroad, you’ll be able to pass right by it!

The grass may look brown right now, but don’t 
worry! It’s all a part of the re-seeding process. 
The site is currently in transition from turf grass to 
vegetation more beneficial towards native plants! 

Left to Right: Dotted Gayfeather; Inland Sea Oats; Switchgrass   
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The exterior of the Lott Hall in October 2018 (before renovation), 
April 2020 (as renovation started), and October 2020 (as renovation 
neared completion). No that’s not a new roof—it’s just clean! 
The new porte-cochère was added to protect guests from rain 
when arriving.

Susan M. Edwards
Leah and Stuart Folb
Elizabeth A. Germani
Joan M. Giese
Britt Guarglia and Rusty Sewell
Marianne and Rob Jones
Laura and Andrew Malek
Laura Marsh, M.D.
Melina McCarty and John Bishop
Karol and Dan Musher
John Pullen
Kristen Castellanos Ridgway and 

David Ridgway
Heidi and Bryan Rosenstrauch
Louisa S. Sarofim
Karthik Selvam
Pamela Smith
Linda and John Sumner
Melissa and Oliver Tuckerman
Marlene and Mark Wong
Gold $250–$499
Anonymous (2)
Rhonda and Byron Barclay
Jacquelyn Barish
Kathleen A. Boyd
Barb Brooks
Robin and Richard Brooks
Michaele and Michael Brown
Kristen and David Buck
Jane and Don Burney
Leone Buyse and Michael Webster
Kelly Caho
Amy Chaisson and Lige Sandlin
Connie and Bill Cox
Karen and Larry George
Stephen L. Goldberg and Tim Kollatschny
Janet and Douglas Hamel
Ann T. Hamilton
Kathleen and W. R. Hayes
Whitney and Christopher Heard
Shelby Hodge and Shafik Rifaat
Gregg Hollenberg
Andy James
Jerry Jeanmard and Cliff Helmcamp
George W. Johnston
Laura Jones
Harriet and Truett Latimer
Shannon and James Mann
Jackie and Malcolm Mazow
Kate McConnico
Kristen and Brett McDanald
Steve Murphy
Beatriz Nino-Rodriguez and 

Jorge Rodriguez
Lexie and Collin Rose
Michael Schafer
Mary Beth and David Slater
Ed Smith
S. Shawn Stephens and James M. Jordan
Linda and Xavier Stokes
Eleanor and Richard Viebig
Martha and Walter White
Shari and Gary Winston
Edith and Robert Zinn
Centennial ($100–$249)
Victoria and Jack Agee
Jennifer Aiyer
Susan and John Allen
Peggy Amante
Anonymous (9)
Bonner and George Ball
Travis Beck
Arpit Bhargava
Michael Bloome
Boggess Family
Elizabeth and Kevin Boyle
Kathleen Bradley
Pam and Murray Brasseux
Nancy and Patton Breland
Frances K. Brown
Jonathan Brush
Irma and Louis Bujnoch
Roger Bumgardner
Candace Busker
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Extreme 
Makeover: 
Lott Hall 
Edition
After beginning in early 2020, 
the finishing touches are currently 
being applied to the renovation of 
Lott Hall, formerly known as the 
Historic Clubhouse. The restoration 
was envisioned by local firm Curtis & 
Windham Architects.

The building is set within vibrant 
courtyard gardens designed by landscape 
architects Michael Van Valkenburgh 
Associates (MVVA). With 69 trees, 
316 shrubs, 65 cycads, 450 agaves, 
and nearly 1,789 perennials in their 
designs, the landscaping is a massive, 
but essential, undertaking in order 
to help bring Lott Hall to life. Senior 
Associate at MVVA Jack Ohly traveled 
to Houston specifically to arrange the 
plants by hand and add a personal 
touch to the renovations. 

Jack Ohly from MVVA planting away on-site 
at the nearly completed Lott Hall.

The newly renovated, historic Lott Hall will be 
ready to make your next event a memorable one. 
For pricing and information, visit 
www.hermannpark.org/booklotthall.

October 2018

April 2020

October 2020



Membership, continued
Centennial ($100–$249)
Laurel and Mark Carleton
Nancy and Daniel Carlson
Carter and Mike Carpenter
John D. Carrara, Jr.
Cheryl W. Casey
Sara and Kevin Casey
Ute and Philip Cezeaux
Jereann Chaney
Charlotte and Jasper
Dinah Chetrit and Rich Levy
Sherri and Bill Chilivetis
Leslie and William Coe
Janet and Donald Collins
Michael L. Cox
Margaret Culbertson
Karen and Critz Cullen
Nancy and L. John Davis
Ellena P. Dickerson
Amy Dimachkieh
Cindy Douglass
Julietta P. Ducote and George Zombakis
Deborah Dunkum
Nan and Ed Earle
Catherine and Ron Ehlinger
Linda M. Fahr and James D. Watson
Vicki Faulkner and Allan Simpson
Camille Fitzsimmons
Marybeth and Tom Flaherty
Helen Winkler Fosdick
Cece and Mack Fowler
Friend of Hermann Park
Jo and James Furr
Helen N. Futch
Mary Murphy Gallagher
Garland Ganter – In memory of 

Molly Ganter
Alice Gates
Lynn and Henry Gissel
Peggy and John Glover
Jena Goetz and Keith Lane
Margaret Gowen
Candace Grover
Judy and Jim Halter
Linda and Brad Harmes
Becky and Donald Hayes
Paula Hix
Deborah Holmes
Omotola Hope and Chinedu Amankwe
Betsy and Stephen Hupp
Catherine and Thomas Jackson
Ann and Bruce Johnson
Gary Johnson
Shayla Joiner-Ford and Robert Ford
Josie and Michael Jones
Lance Jones and Allen Ueckert
Cathy and Jeff Kralowetz
Maria and Robert Kreider
Leanne Peterson LLC
Rebecca and Robert LeBlanc
Brandt Leibe
Lea and Jeff Levin
John H. Louton Jr.
Sean Mahan
Lynn and Marcel Mason
Carl E. Masterson
Patricia McKinley
Wendy McLaughlin
Laura and Brad McWilliams
Amy and Mark Melton
Rachel and Jake Meyer
Carol and Bob Miller
Karen Miller
Lynn and Phillip Miller
Marilyn Miller and Robert Huntley
Ann and John Montgomery
David B. Montgomery Family
Holly, Jacob and Charles Moore
Cliff Nash
Nicholas C. Neblett
Evania and Steven Osborn
Candi and Michael Patterson
JoAnn Peeks and Allan Ring
Judy A. Penner
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Run in the Park…at home!
Photo submitted by Jeff McDonald

Photo submitted by Ava Plummer

Itze Soliz (not pictured) also ran for Hermann 
Park and said, “the outdoor trails, plants, and 
foliage have been a game changer during 
these rough times. Your employees have been 
marvelous and friendly over these pandemic 
months… It made a difference for me.”

The 17th annual Run in the Park looked a little 
bit different this year. The Conservancy was 
unable to host our typical run through the 
Park and opted to host an at-home virtual 
event instead. Between September 26 and 
October 3, participants could run a 5K or 
10K and share their race results online. 

This year’s run had over 250 participants, 
of which 145 were first-time runners! And 
while the Conservancy was unable to host 

the event in-person, those that registered 
were challenged to share pictures of their 
in-park or at-home runs via our Instagram 
and Facebook pages.

The Conservancy would like to thank this 
year’s sponsor Williams for their support, 
along with Saint Arnold Brewing Company, 
Shake Shack, and Fleet Feet Houston for 
their contributions.

Itze Soliz (not pictured) also ran for Hermann 
Park and said, “the outdoor trails, plants, and 
foliage have been a game changer during 
these rough times. Your employees have been 
marvelous and friendly over these pandemic 
months… It made a difference for me.”

Photo submitted by Jeff McDonald

Photo submitted by Ava Plummer

“This was my first ever 5K to actually 
participate in. I only just started running 
this year.  I lost 260 pounds since 2017 
(all through diet then exercise) and then 
started yoga and walking and eventually 
running! I now run on my treadmill several 
times a week.

I am the Dean of Instruction at Carnegie 
Vanguard High School, so my students 
have watched me transform over the last 
few years. I encouraged our students and 
staff to send in how they stayed active during 
Covid and we posted a lot of their biking, 
running, yoga, roller blading, exercise 
photos to our social media channels.”

— Melissa Matsu 

“This was my first ever 5K to actually 
participate in. I only just started running 
this year.  I lost 260 pounds since 2017 
(all through diet then exercise) and then 
started yoga and walking and eventually 
running! I now run on my treadmill several 
times a week.

I am the Dean of Instruction at Carnegie 
Vanguard High School, so my students 
have watched me transform over the last 
few years. I encouraged our students and 
staff to send in how they stayed active during 
Covid and we posted a lot of their biking, 
running, yoga, roller blading, exercise 
photos to our social media channels.”

— Melissa Matsu 



Nancy and Mark Picus
Margaret and Mike Pierce
Ava Plummer
Armin Porter and Darryl Herzik
Bernice Heilbrunn Potvin
Mary and David Powell
Terrel S. Preston, Col USAF (Ret)
Angie Prince and Eric Peden
The Propst Family
Marcia and Les Randall
Marcia and Don Raskin
Janet Redeker
The Riley Family
Claudia Robertson
Bridgette Rubin
Diane Sanders
Stewart Randall Schaefer
Susan Schwaitzberg and Ron Misrack
Allison Scott
Henry Segelke
Elise Sheppard
Susa Shinn and Tim Mock
The Shotwells
The Silva Family
Herbert D. Simons
Len D. Slusser
Karen and Ken Smiley
Robert Snellgrove and Tony Waguespack
Robert E. Stark
Donna and Robert Stokes
Gabriele and Heinrich Taegtmeyer
Robert and Bredow Thompson
Debra Tice
Kris and Jeff Tinkham
Lynn Trelles-Gaines
Kay and JD Walther
Dr. and Mrs. Stuart Weil
Anita Weiner
James Wells
Bonnie J. White and Douglas Little
Amanda and Scott Wiesenborn
Susan Gail Wood
Linda and Richard Zoll

George Hermann Society
Robin and Richard Brooks
Genevieve Lykes Duncan† 
May Shelmire Duncan† 
Cece and Mack Fowler 
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
Demaris D. and C M Hudspeth† 
Ann Kennedy and Geoffrey Walker 
David W. Langworthy
Sherry and Tommy Lott 
Jackie and Malcolm Mazow 
Laura and Brad McWilliams 
Terry Murphree† 
Terrylin G. Neale 
Mary Anne H. Phillips† 
Mark B. Ryan 
Megan and Jason Ryan 
Susan Schwaitzberg and Ron Misrack
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette 
John E. Walsh, Jr. 
Pippa Wiley
Shari and Gary Winston 
†deceased

The George Hermann Society recognizes donors 
who have provided for the future of Hermann 
Park through bequests or life income gifts to 
Hermann Park Conservancy.

The names listed above and on the preceding 
pages include donors who made gifts or pledges 
of $100 or more between May 1, 2020 and 
September 30, 2020, as well as all Kite Festival, 
Evening in the Park, Virtual Run in the Park 
donors, and George Hermann Society members.  
In compliance with IRS standards, commitments 
paid over time in installments are recognized 
once in full at the time of the pledge. Please 
contact the Conservancy if we inadvertently have 
not included your name or if you would like to be 
listed differently in future publications.
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Kristen Giles Photography

Joining the Conservancy 
is a Win-Win for Hermann 
Park and Members 
Every Hermann Park Conservancy member is 
part of a team who believes Hermann Park is 
a treasure for all Houstonians. People join for 
different reasons. Some want to support urban 
conservation and wildlife habitat preservation, 
while others join to share the joy they had as 

children playing in Hermann Park with their own children. Membership support provides 
vital operating funds, which helps us to keep the Park looking better than ever.

In thanks for supporting this Houston treasure, Conservancy members receive 
exciting benefits including invitations to member exclusive events, free tickets to ride 
the Hermann Park Railroad and pedal boats, Member Express boarding lines, free 
unlimited rides on the train on the second Saturday of every month, and discounts in 
the Conservancy Gift Shop and Ginger Kale.

Learn more by visiting hermannpark.org/membership.

Your membership at work 
New to the Hermann Park Conservancy 
team is Membership and Marketing 
Manager, Kevin Velasquez. A Houston 
native, Kevin went to Boston University 
to study archaeology, but couldn’t resist 
the call of Tex-Mex and humidity, and 
returned to Houston after graduating. 
He comes over to HPC after working 
seven years with younger demographics 
as a project manager of educational 
and creative exhibits at the Children’s 
Museum of Houston.

With membership under new management, 
Kevin is excited to work closely with the 
Conservancy’s supporters to help further 
engage the public and show how much 
their memberships help Hermann Park, 
especially during these uncertain months.

If you have any ideas on how to better 
connect your membership to the work of 
the Conservancy, feel free to email him at 
kcvelasquez@hermannpark.org.
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PNC Grow Up Great 
natural play spaces

Hermann Park Conservancy and PNC Grow 
Up Great are teaming up to create a new 
learning and play space in the heart of 
Hermann Park. This new nature-focused 
area – geared towards children of all ages 
– encourages physical play and provides 
sensory experiences that help develop 
cognitive function. White Oak Studio is 
working with the Conservancy on the refor-
estation plans for the area, while helping 
weave these nature vignettes within the 
trees to provide children with challenging, 
nature-based interactives.

As part of the project, Hermann Park 
Conservancy and PNC Grow Up Great 
solicited public feedback through social 

media. Houstonians were asked what 
kind of interactives they’d like to see in 
the space and given the opportunity to 
provide opinions on White Oak Studio’s 
architectural designs. 

As a longtime supporter of high-quality 
early childhood education, PNC is 
providing grant funding to help build this 
innovative outdoor play space through the 
PNC Foundation’s $500 million bilingual 
early childhood education initiative, 
PNC Grow Up Great.

For more information, visit 
hermannpark.org/pnc.

White Oak Studio’s preliminary sketches of the future nature encounters play area.

Tree Dedications
These tree dedications are in recognition 
of the generous gifts to Evening in the 
Park. Thank you for your support.

Dorothy and Mickey Ables
Vera and Andy Baker 

In honor of Marley Lott
Minnette and Peter Boesel 

In honor of Tyne Marsh Jackson
Barrie and Jerry Bradley 

In honor of Gus, John, and 
Robinson Scardino

Kristy and Chris Bradshaw 
In memory of Keith Wade

Robin and Richard Brooks
Divya and Chris Brown 

In memory of Peter Brown
Cindy and Larry Burns
Jereann Chaney 

In honor of Marley Lott
Janet F. Clark
Helen and Ben Cohen 

In honor of Marley Lott
Margaret Culbertson 

In memory of Sims McCutchan
Jane and Bill Curtis 

In honor of Marley Lott
Eliza and Johnny Duncan 

In memory of Will Carter
Jackie and Fred Dunlop
 In honor of Sis and Hasty Johnson
Jenny Elkins 

In memory of Isabel James Davis
Cece and Mack Fowler 

In honor of Marley Lott
Hines 

In memory of Gerald D. Hines
Laura and Galen Hines-Pierce 

In memory of Gerald D. Hines
Linda and Barry Hunsaker 

In memory of Kay B. Crooker
Jill and Dunham Jewett 

In memory of Bob and Myra Jewett
Josephine and Philip John 

In honor of Elena John
Kathleen and Mike Johnson
Lynn and Ty Kelly 

In honor of “Uncle Bill” Kelly
Sissy and Denny Kempner 

In honor of Marley Lott
Ann Kennedy and Geoffrey Walker 

In memory of Keith Wade
Christopher Lykes Knapp 

In memory of Stephen Ravosa
Nancy Manderson 

In memory of Bill Coats
Stephen Massad 

In honor of Marley Lott
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Say hello to 
Ginger Kale

A special giving opportunity

We are very happy to announce that a new restaurant, Ginger Kale, has taken over 
the space previously occupied by the Pinewood Cafe! The new eatery opened to the 
public on October 31, 2020.

The menu features toasts, salads, sandwiches, cold-pressed juices, sweets, and more. 
Come get something and enjoy it while sitting by McGovern Lake.

And don’t forget, Hermann Park Conservancy members still receive a 10% discount at 
Ginger Kale! Visit gingerkale.com to see their full menu.

With the establishment of the CARES Act, individuals that are at 
least age 59 ½ with a generously funded retirement plan may take 
advantage of a special giving opportunity. If this is you, you may deduct 
cash charitable contributions in 2020 of up to 100% of your adjusted gross income. 
You could withdraw any amount from your IRA, contribute that cash to Hermann Park 
Conservancy, as a public charity, and potentially offset the tax attributable to the 
retirement distribution with a charitable deduction. 

For more information about the CARES Act and to take your opportunity to support 
Hermann Park Conservancy in the way, please call 713-524-5876 or email us at 
development@hermannpark.org.

Drew Masterson 
In memory of Thomas W. Masterson, III

Laura and Brad McWilliams 
In memory of Eugene Daniel Leightman

Mary Milloy 
In memory of Alice M. Milloy

Jim Murdaugh and Gary Smith 
In honor of Marley Lottt

Terrylin G. Neale 
In honor of the Dalton and 
Carlin Families

H. Joe Nelson, III 
In honor of Jeffrey Bules and 
Steven Hand

Sarah Newbery and Garrett Finney 
In honor of Sam Finney

Ann and Eddie Norwood 
In gratitude for the life of Sophie

Vivie and Chris O’Sullivan 
In memory of Mallory Maclay Creixell

Carol, Dan, Abigail and Rex Price 
In honor of Kristin Schwartz-Lauster and 
Darryl Lauster

The Kim and Chris Reichert Family 
In memory of Biscuit

Rice University 
In honor of Y. Ping Sun and 
David Leebron

David Enrique Ruiz 
In memory of Simona and Enrique Ruiz

Frank Barlow Rynd 
In honor of Marley Lott

Louisa Stude Sarofim 
In honor of Marley Lott

Kimberly and Jason Schlanger 
In honor of Marley Lott

Bryan Scrivner 
In honor of Marley Lott

Barbara and Louis Sklar 
In honor of Dr. Stephen Klineberg

Leigh and Reggie Smith 
In honor of Marley Lott

Ishwaria and Vivek Subbiah
UTHealth
Ellie and Jon Totz
Hallie Vanderhider 

In honor of Michael Vanderhider
Frances and Billy Ware 

In honor of Laura Marley Lott
Anne Whitlock and Michael Skelly 

In honor of Marley Lott
Barbara E. Williams 

In memory of Milton Williams, MD
Burke Windham 

In memory of Betty and 
Burke Windham Jr.

Edith and Robert Zinn 
In memory of Ralph Duchin
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“Hi, I’m Midas Bonebrake, 

co-chair of the Dog Park 

Committee. We’re at the home 

stretch in fundraising for the 

McWilliams Dog Park, and 

we sure would love your help. 

For more information, go to  

hermannpark.org/dogpark!”

1700 Hermann Drive
Houston, Texas 77004
713-524-5876 | hermannpark.org
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CONSERVANCY TEAM

Chair
Kristy J. Bradshaw

Executive Committee
John Bishop
Kevin E. Bonebrake
Gloria Luna Bounds
Danny David
Milane Duncan-Frantz
Cece Fowler
Morgan Garvey
Ann Kennedy
Marley Lott
Rebecca Mark-Jusbasche
Roslyn Bazzelle Mitchell
Terrylin G. Neale
H. Joe Nelson III
Adrian Patterson
David Enrique Ruiz
Shavonnah Roberts 

Schreiber
Sebastien Solar
Stephanie K. Tsuru
Phoebe Tudor

Board of Directors
Jay Baker
Divya Brown
Buddy Carruth
John B. Clutterbuck
Viviana Denechaud
Cyndy Garza-Roberts
Glen Gondo
Linda C. Hunsaker
Jordan Kozar
Kunio Minami
Linsay Radcliffe
Ken Redding
Brian Rollins
Akemi Fuji Saitoh
Kaitlyn Scheurich

Anne-Marie Schlumberger
Heidi M. Smith
Craig Stone
Y. Ping Sun
Troy Thacker
Nicola Fuentes Toubia

Ex-officio
Steve Wright
Luci Correa

President
Doreen Stoller

Advisory Board
Edward R. Allen III
Dina Alsowayel
Holly Alvis
Nancy Ames
Jana Arnoldy
Katie Arnoldy
Evans S. Attwell
Kristi Axel
Byron K. Barclay
Matt Barnes
David L. Benson
Kristen Sullivan Berger
Devinder S. Bhatia, M.D.
Sadie Gwin Blackburn
Jane Block
Kathleen A. Boyd
Christian Brown
Kristen Buck
Kate Cavanaugh
Gracie Cavnar
Jackson Chang
John E. Chapoton Jr.
Joe Cleary
Tom Compson
Stewart Cory
Jennifer Jodeit Daly

Davetta Daniels, Ed.D.
June Deadrick
Frani Broussard Denenburg
Valerie Palmquist Dieterich
Steve Dolman
Paul F. Egner III
Campbell Eifler
Valerie L. Fayle
Kevin J. Foyle
Ellie Francisco
Brent Friedman
J. Kent Friedman
Stephen L. Goldberg
Jaime Gonzalez
Jerome Gray
Leisa Holland-Nelson
Gregg Hollenberg
Barbara Hurwitz
Philip John
Mike Johnson
George W. Johnston
Demetra C. Jones
Linda Kelly
Carey Kirkpatrick
Christopher Lykes Knapp
Margaret L. Kripke, Ph.D.
Brittany A. Sakowitz 

Kush-ner
Elyse Lanier
Sam L. Lasseter
Kathy Lord
Sherry A. Lott
Tommy W. Lott
David Rice Lummis
Nancy Manderson
Jackie Wolens Mazow
Ryan McCord
Kristen W. McDanald
Joe Meppelink
Melissa Mithoff

Peter Morris
Mary W. Murrin
Yuzuru Nagawa
Sarah Newbery
Beatriz Nino-Rodriguez
Judy Nyquist
Catherine O’Connell
Kathleen O’Reilly
Roz Pactor
Mary Patton
Tina Arias Peterman
Mark T. Prescott
Carol S. Price
Glen Ragland
Chris J. Reichert
Shafik I. Rifaat
Abbey Roberson
Collin Rose
DeAndre Sam
Lisa Forbes Satter
Karla A. Sepulveda
Louis Sklar
Ed Smith
Josh Solera
Allison Stasney
S. Shawn Stephens
Cassie B. Stinson
Brian J. Thomas
Michele Thompson
Nanako Tingleaf
Sarah Pennington Tropoli
Peter Tsan
Maggie Beary Vermillion
Hector Villarreal
Barbara Evans Williams
Susan Young
Edgar Yzquierdo

Doreen Stoller, President
doreen@hermannpark.org

Michele Andrews, Development Manager
mandrews@hermannpark.org 

Gretchen Bock, Venue Manager
gbock@hermannpark.org

Diane Kerr, Director of Volunteer Programs
dkerr@hermannpark.org

Kristine Mall, Development Coordinator
kmall@hermannpark.org

Meghan Miller, Director of Development
mmiller@hermannpark.org

Ron Misrack, Director, Visitor Services
rmisrack@hermannpark.org

Becky Porteous, Accounting Manager
bporteous@hermannpark.org

Fani Qano, Project Manager
fqano@hermannpark.org

David Renninger, Director of Operations
drenninger@hermannpark.org

La Tonya Scott, Manager, Visitor Services
lscott@hermannpark.org

Kevin Velasquez, Membership and 
Marketing Manager

kcvelasquez@hermannpark.org 

Kyle Wolfe, Volunteer Coordinator
kwolfe@hermannpark.org


