
As Houston grows and changes, Hermann 
Park Conservancy’s dedication to the 
stewardship and improvement of Hermann 
Park will guide new improvements over 
the next 20 years. A new master plan will 
ensure the Park adapts to changes in our 
community and continues to be a vital 
resource for recreation and relaxation in 
the heart of Houston.

In October of 2015, award-winning 
landscape architecture firm, Michael Van 
Valkenburgh Associates (MVVA), was 
brought on board to study the Park’s 
needs and develop a plan to guide future 
improvements. The focus is on underutilized 
areas of the Park, particularly on its edges, 
including Bayou Parkland and the western 
edge of the Park along Fannin. After 
observing the way visitors experience and 
interact with the Park on days with high 
visitorship, MVVA has designed plans to 
create beautiful landscapes on the Park’s 
edges, improve mobility and parking and 
enhance wildlife habitat. 

Houstonians have been an integral part 
of the planning process. On August 28th, 
the Conservancy held a community open 
house at the Park’s Cherie Flores Garden 
Pavilion to share MVVA’s ideas and to get 
input from Park users. After a presentation 
by the master plan team, those attending 
the meeting had an opportunity to ask 
questions and give feedback to the 
Conservancy, the MVVA team, mobility 
and transportation consultants from 
Nelson\Nygaard and the Houston Parks and 
Recreation Department. An additional 
community meeting was held on October 
27th at Ripley House to present plans 
reflecting the MVVA team’s observations at 
the Park as well as hundreds of comments 
from Park users. MVVA will present its 
full recommendations this spring at our 
final public meeting set for April 4 at the 
McGovern Centennial Gardens.

To follow the master plan process, go to 
hermannpark.org/masterplan. Send us 
your thoughts at ideas@hermannpark.org.
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Local residents viewed a presentation by the 
master team at the August open house

Chris Matthews of MVVA talked 
to a community member during 
a discussion session

HATS IN THE PARK see page 10



Japanese Garden
$100,000 – $249,999
Yasuhiko and Akemi Saitoh
$10,000 – $24,999
The Japan-America Society 
of Houston, Inc.

Midori and Jay Mochizuki
$5,000 – $9,999
Kuraray
Mitsubishi Corporation (Americas)
Sumitomo Corporation of Americas
John E. Walsh, Jr.
$1,000 – $4,999
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
Japan Business Association of Houston
The Japanese Association of 
Greater Houston (JAGH)

Kim and Chris Reichert Family
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette – 
In memory of Erin Gregory Neale 
and Lamar Gregory Neale

$100 – $499
Shirley Bludau and Mike Grimes
Susan and Frank Hawkins – In memory 
of Suzanne Morris

Daichi Sato

In memory of Marlys Tokerud – 
Marlys’ Beautiful Corner
Jane Ackerman
Anne Adams
Blaine Adams and Patrick Falcon
Marlene Addlestone
Natalye Appel and John Casbarian
Kenny Griffith Baldwin
Sarah Balinskas
Mary and Marcel Barone
Ellen Bartell
Maggi Battalino
Jeffery Beauchamp
Denis Bordeleau
Torri Tokerud Breeding
Schere Byrd and Larry Sass
Clare Casademont
Casey Family Fund
Viola Chan
Creative Flooring Resources, Inc.
Kamala and John Curry
Michael Dale
Virginia Ann Doyle
Dungan Miller Design – David Miller
Jeff Farley
Jan Fox
Stephen Fox
Deborah Glosserman
Kim and Lisa Glosserman
Pam and Norman Glosserman
Reed, Fan, and Brad Glosserman
Boriana Grueva
Maria and Paul Hendershott
Dorene and Frank Herzog
Meedi Hidalgo
J. R. Houser Jr.
Kerry F. Inman and Denby Auble
Michael Jasper
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What do you love about Hermann 
Park? What is your favorite thing to do 
while visiting? These are questions we 
have been asking a lot as we update 
the Park’s master plan for the next 
20 years. One of my favorite things to 
do in the Park is wave to the families 
riding by on the Hermann Park Railroad. 
From small children to grandparents, 
everyone is always happy as they 
wave back! That ability to connect 
with people who come from so many 
different backgrounds is something 
I truly love about Hermann Park.

On any given day as you walk through 
the Park, you can see Houston’s diversity 
reflected in the visitors you pass. A 
recent study by Rice University students 
shows that people visit from across the 
entire Houston region — and 11% of 
the visitors come from out of town. 
The diversity of the Park’s visitors is 
also a near perfect reflection of the 
diversity of our city. Survey participants 
were asked what they love about 
the Park and what they would like to 
see changed. Interestingly, when the 
students analyzed the responses, there 
was almost no difference in what 

people from these diverse backgrounds 
love about the Park or would like to 
see added. The Park truly is a universally 
shared experience we can celebrate 
together for generations to come.

The spring offers many community 
events and we hope you’ll join us and 
share your ideas for Hermann Park by 
stopping by our Conservancy tent 
(or emailing ideas@hermannpark.org). 
We invite you to experience the riot 
of kites in the air at the Kite Festival. 
Come celebrate the 25th anniversary 
of the Japanese garden with our friends, 
here and in Japan, who have made it 
possible. Celebrating at a big community 
event is joyous but any day you visit 
Hermann Park you have a chance to 
celebrate with our vibrant Houston 
community. Smile and wave at your 
fellow visitors — whether they are 
riding by on the train or not!

See you in the Park,

Doreen Stoller, President

Doreen Stoller and members of Rice 
University’s Houston Action Research 
Team, Amy Griffiths, Ivan Arizpe and 
Adam Krupinski



Jill and Dunham Jewett
Donna Kacmar
Joan Karol
Ann and Stephen Kaufman
Kathryn K. Kearl
Lynn and Ty Kelly
Julie Koch and Richard Humphreys
Katherine Kohlmeyer
Joyce and Larry Lander
Lerner Family Charitable Fund
Robert A. Levy
Viola G. Lopez
Sandra Lowery
Susan and Robert Lynch
Susan Maclin
Marion Andrus McCollam
Aimee and Don McCrory
Lynne Meiers
MFA,H Design Council
Joan Miller
Marilyn Miller and Robert Huntley
Murphy Mears Architects
Anned Muse
Kimberly Pence
Francine Pevow
Carolyn Ray
Pam Reiland
George Sacaris
Ruth Schulte
Tom Schwenk
Karin and Leo Shipman
Fred H. Stevens
Cindi Strauss and Chris Ballou
Linda and Richard Sylvan
Camille Tokerud
Corinne Tokerud
David Tokerud
Marc Tokerud
Pamela Tokerud
Cynthia Toles
Eleanor and Jon Totz
Laurie and Douglas Vander Ploeg
Gayle and Steve Waldman
Heather Westendarp
Alice and Michael Williams
Geoff Winningham
Norman Woodson and 
Brady Boudreaux

Linda and Peter Zweig

Historic Clubhouse – Lott Hall
$250,000 – $499,999
The Elkins Foundation
The Wortham Foundation, Inc.
$100,000 – $249,999
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
Kathrine G. McGovern/ 
John P. McGovern Foundation

$25,000 – $49,999
Susan Vaughan Foundation
$5,000 – $9,999
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
$1,000 – $4,999
Robin and Richard Brooks – In honor of 
Tommy Lott
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Genny Duncan, Letty Knapp, 
Almeria Cottingham and 
Conservancy president, 
Doreen Stoller were on hand 
for the dedication

Celebrating the Grand Gateway 
Revitalization

Following a light breakfast reception at 
Kinder Station, guests boarded the 
Hermann Park Railroad for a train ride to 
the Grand Gateway to see the colorful 
landscaping featuring seasonal plantings 
and to honor the project’s supporters. 
Long-time Park advocate, Tommy Lott, 
made the lead gift to restore the Grand 
Gateway and worked with a group of 
friends in the Warwick Towers to help 
raise funds. 

Another generous donation toward the 
Grand Gateway restoration came from 
the children of Genevieve Lykes Duncan, 
a dedicated Park supporter. She and her 
husband, James, moved to Houston in 
1925, and fell in love with Hermann Park. 
The garden at the top section of the 
Grand Gateway, closest to the Mecom 
Fountain, is dedicated in memory of 
Genevieve Lykes Duncan by her children 
Cameron, Genny and Bowie. Though 
she later moved away from Houston, she 
never lost her love for Hermann Park.

In addition to funds raised by the 
Conservancy donors, the $5 million 
project’s funding included nearly $3 
million through the Texas Department 
of Transportation, which managed the 
project with the Conservancy and 
the City of Houston. 

The project brought back the grandeur 
of the Park’s original landscaping while 
improving connectivity to nearby 
neighborhoods and adding irrigation 
for Main Street’s live oaks.

Grand Gateway supporters Malcolm 
Mazow, Tommy Lott, Jackie Mazow and 
Steppie Holsclaw

On Saturday, October 29th, Conservancy members and 
donors to the Grand Gateway restoration project gathered 
to celebrate the revitalization of Hermann Park’s historic 
entrance at Montrose and Main Streets.
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George Hermann Corner 
and Playground
$100,000 – $249,999
Kathrine G. McGovern/ 
John P. McGovern Foundation

Fund for Public Art 
in Hermann Park
$100,000 – $249,999
Kathrine G. McGovern/ 
John P. McGovern Foundation

$50,000 – $99,999
Anchorage Foundation of Texas
$100 – $499
Deborah Goldner – In memory of 
Florence Bollman Dozier

Master Plan Improvements
$500 – $999
Kelly DeHay and Rod Danielson
$100 – $499
Toni Edwards
Heather Gilligan
In Kind
Hotel ZaZa Houston

Park User Amenities
$100,000 – $249,000
Phillips 66

McGovern Centennial Gardens
$500 – $999
Saundria and Jerome Gray – 
In memory of Helen Fisher

Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette
Terrie and Win Warren
$100 – $499
Sue Bleakie
Crestwood Garden Club
Edwina Forster
Lionel Jellins
Lone Star College – Kingwood 
Academy for Lifelong Learning

Lucy Nichols – In honor of 
Sarah Pesikoff

Charlotte and Larry Whaley – 
In honor of Kimberly Hickson and 
David Spaw

In Kind
Beth and Jim Murphy

Park to Port Bike Ride
$5,000 – $9,999
Port of Houston Authority
Reliant an NRG Company
$2,500 – $4,999
The Williams Companies, Inc.
$1,000 – $2,499
AECOM
$100 – $499
Natalye Appel and John Casbarian
Boulevard Realty
James Cory
Electra and Douglas Elliott
Laura Espinosa
Cece and Mack Fowler
Julia Golovko
Alex Hemsath
Mike Holloman and Tim Surratt

DONORS

Volunteers Lend a Hand with 
Cassava Plants

Special Therapy Benefits Volunteers 
and the Park

On a hot December morning, McGovern Centennial Garden volunteers harvested Yuca, also 
known as the Cassava plant, or Manihot esculenta. They enjoyed learning how to harvest and 
propagate this edible starchy root.  It’s featured in many cultures’ cuisines, including Brazil, 
Nigeria and Thailand. Native to South America and parts of the Caribbean, it is also used to 
make tapioca. It’s a drought-resistant crop and can be prepared in many ways. Try cooking it 
like a potato or as a sweet cassava cake or pudding. Be sure to check out all of the varieties of 
plants in the Family Garden. You can visit hermannpark.org/familygarden for a guide to 
the trees in the garden.

A small group of patients from Mentis Neuro Health 
volunteered in the Park as part of their physical therapy 
process. Mentis provides neuro-rehabilitation for people 
who have sustained a brain injury and strives to help 
patients get back to their homes and work. According 
to director of volunteer programs, Diane Kerr, patients 
participating in the program have been dedicated, 
monthly volunteers since 2011.

While volunteering in the Park helps in the therapy process, 
it also benefits the Park. The group raked pine needles in the 
Japanese Garden, filling more than a dozen bags to be used 
throughout the Park.

PARKSIDE / WINTER 2017

Volunteers learn about the Cassava 
plant as they help in the Family Garden

Mentis volunteers enjoyed working 
in the Park as part of their therapy
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Paul Klein
Rebecca Mark-Jusbasche and 
Michael Jusbasche

Kurt Neubek
Alvaro Orjuela
Park Plaza Hospital
Oscar Pena
The Propst Family
Jairo Romeo
Neysha Small
Brett Snyder
Stephanie and Jesus Suarez
Texas Medical Center
Brian Tison
Mary and Pat Ward
In Kind
Bayou City Cycles
Bike Houston
Brady’s Landing
Clif Bar
Dj Mav - Cut The Fader
Einstein Brothers Bagels
Golf Cars Of Houston
Houston Parks Board
Luby’s Fuddruckers Restaurants, LLC
Michelob Ultra/ 
Silver Eagle Distributors, L.P.

Saint Arnold Brewing Co.
Texas Medical Center
Waste Management

Run in the Park
$2,500 – $4,999
The Friedkin Group
Sovereign Wealth Advisors, LLC
The Williams Companies, Inc.
$1,000 – $2,499
Frontier Utilities
Texas Children’s Hospital
$500 – $999
Enaxis Consulting
ITC
$100 – $499
Rhonda and Byron Barclay
Matthew Barnes
John Bergeron
Robin and Richard Brooks
Alexandra Buck
Nan and Edward Earle
Cece and Mack Fowler
Lucy Gebhart
Lou Ann and Milton Gray
Robert Griffin
Thomas Kaleekal
Lauren Norton
Cooper Smith
Juliana Volpe
Beth and Joe Weikerth
Donald Wendland
In Kind
Clif Bar
Dj Mav – Cut The Fader
Einstein Brothers Bagels
Fleet Feet
Luby’s Fuddruckers Restaurants, LLC
Michelob Ultra/ 
Silver Eagle Distributors

Picnic
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Chinese Fringe Tree
Visitors to McGovern Centennial Gardens literally stop and stare when they see 
the Chinese Fringe Tree, Chionanthus retusus, in full bloom. There are two in the 
Woodland Garden, both on the Hermann Drive side of the pergola walk, near the 
Mount end of the lawn. One of these two young trees was planted in honor of 
Park patron Kathrine McGovern, and presented to her at the very first Hats in the 
Park luncheon held in the Gardens in March 2015.

The Chinese Fringe tree is native to eastern Asia, and is cultivated for its prolific 
and fragrant show of feathery white blossoms in springtime. It is a small deciduous 
tree with a rounded crown, growing between 15’-25’ in height. The oblong leaves 
have a glossy sheen. Chinese Fringe Trees prefer deep, well-drained, acidic soils 
and full sun, making them an excellent choice for a smaller patio area or set 
against the taller backdrop of a dark green hedge. It is relatively disease-resistant 
as long as it has adequate drainage and healthy soils. Chionanthus retusus 
translates as “snow flower”, a beautifully-evocative name for its most striking 
spring feature.

Membership support helps us to continue our work 
to rejuvenate Hermann Park and provides vital operating funds 
to keep the Conservancy’s programs and initiatives going 
strong. HPC members enjoy discounts in the Conservancy Gift 
Shop and Pinewood Cafe, invitations to members-only special 
events, free train rides on the second Saturday of each month, 
and much more! Members joining or renewing at the $100 
Centennial level and above will receive commemorative Play 

Your Park merchandise. Please consider joining — or renewing — your membership 
today! When you join the Conservancy, you’ll be a special part of one of Houston’s 
most beloved and visited community treasures.

Visit hermannpark.org/membership for more information.
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Urban Green
$1,000 – $2,499
Stuart Pace
$500 – $999
Sarah and Michael Beckham
Catherine Bradley
Tom Cassel
Maximiliano Degwitz
Deborah and Paolo Fronza
Nikki and Robert Hanley
Alyssa Herring
Jon Sanfelippo
Nathaniel Walton
$100 – $499
Kim Ballesteros
Breck and Bryce Bash
Kyla Cook
Natalie and Tommy Crawford
Jenny and Clayton Finney
Leah and Stuart Folb
Chelsea Fred
Mary Gilbert
Gray, Reed, McGraw, P.C.
Sarah Hack
Kathryn Hamilton
Lauren and Michael Herrera
Kenedy Hughes
Joy Kennedy
Alley Lewis
Rita Lucido
Jeffrey Luna
Emily Lutz
Melanie Markowski
Annabel Massey
Stephanie Miles
Michelle Narciza
Parsons McEntire McCleary & 
Clark, PLLC

Tania Perez
Morgan and Dane Petersen
Brittany Ringel
Margaret and Julien Roubaud
Cecelia and Peter Sanfelippo
Shavonnah Roberts Schreiber and 
Joseph Schreiber

Rusty Douglas Sewell
Ryan Shelley
Silver Eagle Distributors, L.P.
Clint Sosa
The Southmore
Allison Squire
Sara and Craig Stone
Chari Talamo
Emily and Connor Tamlyn
Lillyan Taylor
Claire Tyson
Jim Vesterman
Jordan White
James A. Williams
Mitchell Zlotnik
In Kind
Alley Theatre
Holly and Austin Alvis
Amorino Gelato Italiano
Ann Werme Group
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Urban Green Brings Gatsby 
to the Gardens

On Thursday, November 
17th, Hermann Park’s 
McGovern Centennial 
Gardens filled with nearly 
350 young professionals 
dressed in their best 
roaring twenties attire at 
Urban Green’s Gatsby 
in the Gardens.
Thanks to the dedication of chairs Bryce 
Bash, Kenedy Hughes, Patrick Sheehy, 
and Emily and Conner Tamlyn, the event 
raised more than $20,000, which will benefit 
Hermann Park Conservancy’s mission to 
improve and protect Hermann Park.

Guests dined on a fantastic spread of light 
bites and took their chance bidding on 
impressive silent auction items including 
a private cooking class at Four Seasons 
Houston, an autographed Brock Osweiler 
football, and a two night stay at a Caesars 
Entertainment property in Las Vegas. 
Guests danced the night away to the 
beats of Dj Mav and snapped pictures in a 
Gatsby-inspired photo booth courtesy of 
Ham & Cheese Photo Booth. Guests also 
sipped beverages provided by Saint 
Arnold Brewing Co., TX Whiskey, Deep 
Eddy Vodka, and Mighty Swell.

In addition to all the generous silent 
auction donors and other supporters, 
the Conservancy extends special thanks 

to Dj Mav, Butter & 
Company Catering, Ann 
Werme Group, Houston 
Young Lawyers Association, 
Antone’s Famous Po Boys, 
Capone’s Pizza Oven 
and Bar, Chipotle, 
FM Burger, and Roostar 
Vietnamese Grill.

Nate Wilson, Brittany Ringel 
Wilson, Samantha-Ann Horwich, 
Arthur Bryan II

Gatsby in the Gardens Chairs Patrick Sheehy, Kenedy 
Hughes, Conner and Emily Tamlyn, and Bryce Bash

Photos by Leah Wilson 
Photography
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Antone’s Famous Po’Boys & Deli
BB Butchers and Restaurant
Beirne, Maynard & Parsons, L.L.P.
Bella Madre
BIG Power Yoga
Bosscat Kitchen & Libations
Butter & Company
Caesars Entertainment
Capone’s Bar & Oven
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Consolidated Mills/Alamo Red Foods
Crisp
Da Camera of Houston
Danton’s Restaurant
Deep Eddy Vodka
DEFINE Body & Mind
Dj Mav - Cut The Fader
Dripped Nail Salon
Dry Bar
El Rey Apparel
El Tiempo Cantina/Laurenzo’s
Equinox
Firestone Walker Brewing Company
FM Burger
Four Seasons Hotel Houston
Gabby’s BBQ
Brooke and Tracy Gibbs
Greg Hamill Photography
Ham & Cheese Photobooth
Hard Core Pilates
The Hightower Collection
Hops Meet Barley
Hotel ZaZa Houston
The Houston Astros
Houston Ballet
Houston Grand Opera
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
Houston Museum of Natural Science
Houston Polo Club
Houston Symphony
Houston Texans Foundation
Houston Young Lawyers Association
Houston Zoo, Inc.
Ibiza Food and Wine Bar
Inprint Houston
iPic Theaters
Isle Pedispa
Jimmy Ellis Art
JW Marriott Hotel
Kendra Scott
Kirby Ice House
Brittany Sakowitz Kushner and 
Kevin Kushner

Liz and Steve Laporte
Lewis Wines
Lizcano Art
McDanald Land Services, Inc.
Messina Hof Winery
Mighty Swell Sparkling
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
The Original Ninfas’s on Navigation
The Owl Bar
Peerless Events and Tents
Piada
Relish Restaurant and Bar
Roostar Vietnamese Grill

DONORS

Special Events

HERMANN PARK CONSERVANCY

13th Annual Run in the Park
Run in the Park is a fun, healthy event 
that brings our community together. On 
Saturday, November 12th, more than 650 
people took to the Park’s scenic trail to 
participate in the 5K run/walk, 3K walk, or 
the 1K fun run for kids. For some, the goal 
was winning the race, while others came to 
get some exercise with family and friends 
and to enjoy the outdoors. Afterwards, 
participants enjoyed a post-race party with 
food and music at Molly Ann Smith Plaza.

We are grateful to our sponsors, including 
the City of Houston, CLIF Bar, Frontier 
Utilities, Luby’s Fuddruckers Restaurants, 
LLC , Houston Parks and Recreation 
Department, Silver Eagle Distributors, 
Sovereign Wealth Advisors LLC, Texas 
Children’s Hospital, Gulf States Toyota, 
the Friedkin Group and the Williams 
Companies, and Dj Mav. Special thanks 
to Fleet Feet Sports for providing prizes 
for the race winners.

Stay tuned for more information on 
the next Run in the Park on Saturday, 
November 11, 2017.

Park to Port Bike Ride Rolls 
Down Bayou Greenway Trail
More than 850 cyclists joined in the 
fun at the 3rd annual Park to Port Bike 
Ride. Riders pedaled down the Bayou 
Greenway trail enjoying the view along 
Brays Bayou. Families, friends and 
individuals cycled from Hermann Park’s 
Bill Coats Bridge along the Brays Bayou 
Greenway Trail to the Port of Houston 
where they were treated to a mid-ride 
party sponsored by the Port of Houston 
Authority. Riders returned along the trail 
to Hermann Park for a post-ride party to 
celebrate the 20-mile ride. 

Support for this event is generously 
provided by the Port of Houston 
Authority, Reliant an NRG Company, 
AECOM, Bayou City Cycles, Bike 
Houston, Brady’s Landing, CLIF Bars, 
Dj Mav/Cut the Fader, Golf Cars of 
Houston, the Mayor’s Office of Special 
Events, Houston Parks and Recreation 
Department, Houston Parks Board, 
Luby’s Fuddruckers Restaurants LLC, 
Saint Arnold Brewing Company, 
Michelob Ultra/Silver Eagle Distributors, 
L.P., Texas Medical Center, the Williams 
Companies and Waste Management.

Stay tuned for information about the 
2017 Park to Port Bike Ride scheduled 
for Saturday, October 7, 2017.

Runners begin the 18th 
Annual Run in the Park

Senator Rodney Ellis 
and Sakina Lanig



Urban Green continued
In Kind
Rosemont
RYDE
Saint Arnold Brewing Co.
Saks Fifth Avenue
Spanky’s
Sprinkles Cupcakes
Sproing River Oaks
Sugar Land Skeeters
Texas Whiskey
Tiny’s No. 5
Tony’s Inc.
TopGolf Houston North
Topo Chico
Triniti Restaurant
Underbelly
The Upper Hand
Water 2 Wine
Weights and Measures
Westwood Dental
William Chris Vineyards
YogaOne Studios

Annual Fund/General Support
$10,000 – $24,999
Marvy Finger Family Foundation
Kathrine G. McGovern
$5,000 – $9,999
Harvey R. Houck, Jr. and 
Patricia W. Houck Foundation, Inc.

$1,000 – $4,999
Beverly and Dan Arnold
Judy and James Bozeman
Jan and Jack Cato
Jennifer and Leo Chen
KC and William Coats – In memory of 
Bill Coats and Bob Kaim

Susan and Mike Garver
Lou Ann and Milton Gray
Sharon and Cecil Griffin – In honor of 
Sherry Applewhite and Tommy Lott

Sis and Hasty Johnson – In honor of 
Marley Lott

Stephanie D. Larsen
Devin and Ryan McCord
Judy A. Penner
The Samuels Foundation
Lori and David Schumacher
Lenora Smith
Jane and Gary Swanson
Lucie Wray Todd
Vernon R. Walling and John Dazey
$500 – $999
Anonymous
Theresa and Evans Attwell
Amy and Alistair Barnes
Cuchara
Nancy and Pete Etheridge
Jenny and Clayton Finney
Cynthia and William Geiser
David W. Langworthy
Louise and Gary Moss
Ludmilla Orelup
Sharon and Brad Rauch
Lucy and Ernie Seward
Sarah Wolfe and Allan Turner
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Visitor Services Makes the 
Season Merry
Youngsters enjoyed a special treat at a 
new Conservancy event, Breakfast with 
Santa held at Pinewood Cafe. Families 
enjoyed breakfast including pancakes, 
scrambled eggs and biscuits right 
alongside Santa. The December 10th 
event was a huge hit, as children 
enjoyed sharing their wish list while 
visiting on Santa’s lap. The children also 
received a special gift afterwards. 

Just after Breakfast with Santa, children 
celebrated the holidays in Kinder Station 
at our annual holiday party. Many tried 
their hand at arts and crafts projects, 
chose their favorite design to be 
painted on their faces, and took a fun 
ride on the Hermann Park Railroad.  

Throughout the holiday season, visitors 
could enjoy the decorated Hermann 
Park train featuring garlands and 
colorful lights, sparkling into the night. 
Riders enjoyed the magical touch of 
the glowing lights as the train wound 
through the Park. Pinewood Cafe 
extended its hours, as well, giving riders 
a chance to get a snack or a warm drink 
before or after the train ride.

There’s a cool new way to beat the heat with the Conservancy’s shaved ice cart 
on Lake Plaza. Located between the Houston Zoo and Kinder Station, the custom-made cart 
sells shaved ice in a variety of flavors. Bottled water and snacks are also available. Ask about 
Conservancy membership while you pick up your shaved ice treat.

Santa listened to the 
children’s wish lists

 The holiday party was 
filled with family fun



In collaboration with the Conservancy, 
Rice University’s Center for Civic 
Leadership’s Houston Action Research 
Team (HART) engaged in an analysis 
of Hermann Park users in the fall of 
2016 to better understand who uses the 
Park and their patterns of Park usage 
to help inform the Conservancy’s  
master planning process. 

In total, 307 surveys and 44 observational 
forms were collected by the group. 
Questions in the survey pertained to 
time spent at the Park, transportation to 
the Park, comparison of Hermann Park 
to other parks, activities at the Park, and 
recommended changes or improvements 
to the Park. A key finding from the study 
is that Park users are truly a demographic 

representation of Houston’s diversity. 
Below is a sample of their statistical 
findings. To see the full study’s findings, 
visit hermannpark.org/masterplan.

$100 – $499
Jackie and Mark Adickes
Anonymous
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Sally Bosse and Robert Rudrauff
Jonathan Brush
Buffalo Exchange
Roger Bumgardner
Jane and Don Burney
Patricia and Ian Butler
Julie Cohn and John A. Connor
Lynn and Kenneth Dahlberg
Sandra and James Dimperio
Andrea and David Faulkinberry
Fran and Mike Feltovich
Nancy Fischer
Peggy and John Glover
Margaret Goldberg and 
Bernard Fields

Lisa and Stephen Greenberg
Monica and Leonard Gutierrez
Daniel K. Hedges
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
Josie and Michael Jones
Frances Kittrell
Candace and Robert Levy
Kathy and Bob Lopez
Janet and Pat McCollum
Karen and Robert McDonald
Gayle and Jerry McMorrow
Anne Schnoebelen Meixner
Tom Menges
Maria Modelska
Cristina and Bill Moore
Roz and Alan Pactor
Gloria Pepper and Bernard Katz
Jack Porterfield
Laura and Michael Puzio
Cheryl Ray and Ruel Smith
Gwen and James Sandoz
Richard Scharchburg
Bradley Schott
Shavonnah Roberts Schreiber and 
Joseph Schreiber

H. Irving Schweppe, Jr.
Karin and Leo Shipman
Carol and William Simmons
Kristie and David Staas
S. Shawn Stephens and 
James M. Jordan

Kris and Jeff Tinkham
Emily Leland Todd
Craig Vinson
Kirk White
Jeffrey Whitley
Marion and Benjamin Wilcox – 
In memory of Bill Coats

Wanda Williams
In Kind
Sprinkles Cupcakes
Steak 48

Garden Conservancy Fund
$100 – $499
Sheryl and Scott Mills
Geri Wood
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New Play Equipment for 
Bayou Parkland

Rice Students Conduct Survey to 
Understand Usership in Hermann Park

Race/Ethnicity Breakdown 
of Park by Surveys

A new swing set has been constructed 
near the Bayou Parkland Pavilion, 
between Almeda and Brays Bayou. Bayou 
Parkland, situated across North and South 
MacGregor Way from the main body of 
Hermann Park, offers a wide variety of 
activities for hikers, joggers, and wildlife 
watchers. Until now, this area didn’t have 

play equipment for children. The materials, 
wood and swings were purchased by the 
Conservancy and constructed by the 
City of Houston Parks and Recreation 
Department. The City also added mulch 
and a wheelchair ramp. Groups who 
reserve the pavilion and families looking 
for picnic fun now have a place to play! 

14% 
Black

13% 
Asian

31% 
Hispanic

39% 
White

2% 
Multiple/

Other



Save the 
Dates!

Hermann Park Kite Festival 
Miller Hill and Jones Reflection Pool 
Sunday, March 26, 2017 
10 a.m.–5 p.m. 

Hats in the Park Luncheon
McGovern Centennial Gardens 
Thursday, March 30, 2017
11:30 a.m.

Hermann Park Public Meeting
McGovern Centennial Gardens 
Thursday, April 4, 2017
6:00 p.m.

Evening in the Park
Molly Ann Smith Plaza and 
Jones Reflection Pool 
Friday, April 28, 2017  
6:30 p.m. 

Student Performances 
in the Park 
Lake Plaza 
Throughout the 2016–2017 
school year

Dates and times are subject to 
change; where date and time 
not listed, exact time is TBD

DONORS
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Endowment Fund
$100 – $499
Kathleen and Glenn Cambor

Habitat Conservancy Fund
$100 – $499
Tanglewood Garden Club – 
In honor of Karen and 
Murry Penner

Membership
Conductor’s Circle ($2,500+)
Kathy and Randy Lake
The Suzawa/Lemkes
Platinum ($500 – $2,499)
Rick Ankrom and Jay Hooker
Anonymous
Lee and Bob Ardell
Jim F. Avant
Karen and Charlie Baughn
Berkemeyer Family
Laura and Seth Borland
Kathleen A. Boyd
Linda Carper
Bettie Cartwright – In honor of 
Terrylin Neale

Susan Christian and 
Laura Spanjian

Virginia A. Clark
Debra and Stephen Costello
Almeria T. Cottingham
Beverly Dickerson
Joell and Thomas Doneker
Diane and Lynn Dundee
Cindy Farach-Carson and 
Dan Carson

Elizabeth A. Germani
Annie and Bob Graham
Dr. and Mrs. William W. Ishee, Jr.
Josephine and Philip John
Maria and Brendan Lee
Susan and David Lummis
Nancy Manderson
Sandra and George Mason
John McKay
Fan and Peter Morris
Louise and Gary Moss
Belle and Peter Petkas
Shelly and Marty Power
Kitty and Peter Quinn
Jane and Dick Schmitt
Karen and Howard Schneider
Barbara and Louis Sklar
Joel Sprott
Amy Sutton and Gary Chiles
Michele Thompson and 
Bob Yekovich

Adrienne and Tim Unger
Beth and Joe Weikerth
Wendy Wilson-Wills
Geri Wood – In memory of 
Mr. and Mrs. LoBiondo Sr.

Gold ($250 – $499)
Suzanne and Brian Adams
Anonymous (2)
Kristi Beer and Steve Redding

Minnette and Peter Boesel
Andree A. Boudreaux
Gloria and Jesse Bounds
Kristy and Chris Bradshaw
Susan and Major Bradshaw
Robin and Richard Brooks
Brenda and Joe Cialone
Kathryn and Hank Coleman
Kathryn Crowder
Liz and Steve Crowell
Verena and Alfred Dettwiler
Cathy and Wayne Donnelly
Susan M. Edwards
M.J. and Joe Figard
Cece and Mack Fowler
Stephanie and Clinton Fox
Deborah and Paolo Fronza
Carolyn and Ron Galfione
Karen and Larry George
Therese and Scott Griffiths
Guy Hagstette and 
Douglas Lawing

Susan and Frank Hawkins
Kathleen Hayes
HKS Architects
Olive and Lynn N. Hughes
Imperial Oil Company
Andy James
Carolyn Moore Khourie
Carey Kirkpatrick
Cindee and Curtis Klement
Katherine Kohlmeyer
Quin D. Kroll, Jr.
Gwen Kunz
Diane and Stephen Laborde
Harriet and Truett Latimer
Sarah Ann Lee and 
Mark Taylor Metz

Anne Loo and Brad Nyberg
Tommy W. Lott
Stephen A. Massad
Anne and John Mendelsohn
Karol and Dan Musher
Terrylin G. Neale
D. Patricia Nelson
Barb and Will Noel
Phyllis Panenka and David Archer
Esther and Gary Polland
Nancy Kate and Mark Prescott
Carol and Dan Price
Rome Family Fund
Frank B. Rynd
William J. Schull
Karen Shouse
Pamela Smith
Arlene and Joe Staller
Carol and Peter Taaffe
Mary and Chan Tysor
Lizzy and Stuart Vardaman
Connie and Tom Vargo
Traci and Kris Westbrook
Shari and Gary Winston
Centennial ( $100 – $249)
Susan and Barry Abrams
Susan and John Allen

Elizabeth Alvarez
Peggy Amante
Anonymous (11)
Charles E. Armstrong – In honor 
of Houston’s GLBT Community

Michelle and John Arnold
Susie and David Askanase
Sarah and Burt Ballanfant
Michael Barrett
Jeanne Bauer and  
Walter Hittelman

Ralph Baughman
James M. Bell
Adele Bentsen
The Bergers-Abramowitz Family
Gina and Devinder Bhatia
Sudha Bidani
Susan and Stephen Bishop
Myles Blackwood
Jane Block
Don Brenner
Barbara Brooks
Bettye Thompson Bruno
Irma and Louis Bujnoch
The Bundick Family
Susan and John Burn
Margaret and John Burns
Cindy and Larry Burns
Candace and Bart Busker
Leone Buyse and 
Michael Webster

Carolyn and Thomas Caldwell
Ginny and Bill Camfield
Karen and C.E. Cantrell
Angela Caughlin
Patricia E. Caver and 
William H. Gilbert

Ute and Philip Cezeaux
Jackson Chang
Judy Chapman
The Clemmons Family
Meredith Cocke
Tracy and Trent Conner
Lisa and Pete Coppel
Cynthia Coselli
Carol and Bob Cossum
Terri and James Craig
Kathleen Crain
Linda Graham Cryer
Nancy and L. John Davis
Lalo de Pilar
Judith and Frank Douglas
Deborah and Stephen Dowell
Jennie and Robert Duffy
Alicia, Michael, and 
Alexis Duplantis

Robert Early
Catherine and Ron Ehlinger
Annie and Campbell Eifler
Ramsay M. Elder
Martha and Blake Eskew
Brandon Essigmann
Lynn and Douglas Eyberg
Gail and Arthur Faris
Savitri Fedson and Eugene Choi
Perri and Aaron Fink

PARKSIDE / WINTER 2017

facebook.com/HermannPark

instagram.com/HermannPark

twitter.com/HermannPark

Details at 
hermannpark.org 
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Lily and Charles Foster
Tomiko Fukuda
Heather Giles
Sharon and Thomas Giordano
Margaret and Paul Gowen
Thomas D. Greider
Aenne and James Hannon
Becky and Donald Hayes
Monica and Steven Heal
Whitney and Christopher Heard
Julia and Jay Hellums
Manuel Heredia
Jeanne and Andrew Hero
Dorene and Frank Herzog
Melissa and Randy Holloway
Deborah Holmes
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
Mark S. Hoose
Edna G. Houston
Katherine and George Howe
Vicki Huff and Eric Boerwinkle
Linda and Barry Hunsaker
Jay Hurt
Elizabeth and Richard Husseini
Catherine Jackson
Nancy and Timothy Johnson
Margaret Justus
Sultana Kaldis
Susanna and Clay Kartye
Linda and Tom Kleinworth
Linda and David Knowles
Edward and Anne Koehler
Elizabeth and Alan Kofoed
Charlotte and Frank Krecow
Kim and Mark Kressenberg
James Lacy
Joyce and Larry Lander
Elyse Lanier
Denise and Matthew Lanza
Jennifer and Chris LaPorte
Margaret Lawler
Colette Flowers Leonard
Diann and Mike Lewter
Jane Lock
Marley Lott
Cecilia and Peter Ludwig
Kathleen and Thomas Mach
Jesus Macias
Heide Mairs and Chip Slater
Marianne and Donald Marcus
Laura Marsh
Carl E. Masterson
Sheila and Tad Mayfield
Mark McAllen
Sybil McAllen
Mollie McBride
James McCallum
Cecilia Binig McCann
Barbara McClintock
Mary S. McClure
Sue and Mitchell McFarland
Patricia McKinley
Wendy McLaughlin
Will McLendon
Anne Schnoebelen Meixner
Carol and Bob Miller

Carol and Roland Miller
Karen and Barry Miller
Marilyn Miller and 
Robert Huntley

Kimiko and Kunio Minami
Susan Morrison
Tassie Nicandros
Carol Noel-King and 
J. Stephen King – In honor of 
Marley Lott

Mary and Paul Nugent
Michol O’Connor
Veronica and Douglas Overman
Jo and Peter Papadakis
Carolyn and Thomas Paul
Katrina Peacock
Eula and Levi Perry
Margaret and Michael Pierce
Armin Porter and Darryl Herzik
Col Terrel S. Preston, USAF (Ret)
Angie Prince and Eric Peden
The Propst Family
Susan Raffle
Cindy Hageney Raimond
Mary Jo and Ronald Rapini
Janet Rarick and 
Benjamin Kamins

Marcia and Don Raskin
Helena and Brennan Reilly
Liberty Riley
Claire Lee Rogers
Kristin Roshelli and 
Matthew Nicklos

Arish Rustomji
Jacki Schaefer
Emily Schreiber
Susan Schwaitzberg and 
Ron Misrack

Leanne and Sam Scott
Dolores Shahroodi
Stuart Shapiro and Richard 
Bezdek

Janine J. Sherman and 
Steven I. Sherman

Karin and Leo Shipman
William C. Shrader
Aaryn and Gene Silva
Mary Simoneau
Herbert D. Simons
Mary Beth and David Slater
Len D. Slusser
Ed Smith
Robert Snellgrove and 
Anthony Waguespack

Anna Steinberger
Robert R. Stewart – In honor of 
Ronald and Emma Stewart

Harry L. Stille
Linda and Xavier Stokes
Karen and Jack Stopnicki
William Streng
Linda and John Sumner
Y. Ping Sun and David Leebron
Gail Taber
Amy and John Taylor
Tellepsen Family

Eleanor and Jon Totz
Hua Kuo and Ching-Ting Tseng
Janice and Bill Visinsky
Gail Marie Walsh
Julie Watkins and Paul Heim
Ann Watson and James Allison – 
In memory of Bill Coats

Janna and David Falconer 
Webber

Carolynne and Douglas White
Susan White and 
Scott B. Swanson

Amanda and Scott Wiesenborn
Meador and Norm Wigington
Ann and Erwin Wilbanks
Maggie and David Williams
Helen Wils and 
Leonard Goldstein

J. David Wright
Janet and Mike Yauch
Cheryl Zatopek
Linda and Richard Zoll

Plant a Tree
$1,000 – $4999
Michaele and Michael Brown – 
In honor of Meggan, Robert, 
Kristy, Clint, Chris, Caroline, 
Dorie

Tema Development (1988), Inc.
$500 – $999
Christy and Tom Compson – In 
memory of John E. Compson

$100 – $499
Kristy and Chris Bradshaw – 
In honor of Michaele Brown

Carole and John Lawson – In 
honor of Chad and Allison Fox 
and family

Carole and John Lawson – 
In honor of Luke and Sonya 
Lawson and family

Carole and John Lawson – 
In honor of Marc and Shellie 
Lawson and family

Cathy and Patrick Simmons – 
In honor of Patrick Simmons

Reforestation and 
Maintenance
$10,000 – $24,999
John P. McGovern Foundation
$100 – $499
Katherine Butterwick and Jaime 
Gonzalez – In honor of 
Dr. Kelly J. Zuniga

Tree Conservancy Fund
$500 – $999
Suzanne and Peter Day – 
In memory of Mark Folkes

$100 – $499
Linda and Bill Carson – In honor 
of Kelly and Carmela Frels

Kelsi Currier and 
Kevin F. Gibbons – In memory 
of Tom Gibbons

Volunteer Programs
$500 – $999
Phillips 66
In Kind
Common Bond Cafe & Bakery
Optum - United Healthcare 
Service

George Hermann Society
Genevieve Lykes Duncan†

May Shelmire Duncan†

Cece and Mack Fowler
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
Ann Kennedy and 
Geoffrey Walker

David W. Langworthy
Jackie and Malcolm Mazow
Laura and Brad McWilliams
Terry Murphree†

Terrylin G. Neale
Mary Anne H. Phillips†

Mark B. Ryan
Megan and Jason Ryan
Susan Schwaitzberg and 
Ron Misrack

Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette
John E. Walsh, Jr.
Pippa Wiley

†deceased

The George Hermann Society 
recognizes donors who have 
provided for the future of Hermann 
Park through bequests or life 
income gifts to Hermann Park 
Conservancy.

The names listed above and on the 
preceding pages include donors 
who made gifts or pledges of 
$100 or more between July 1 and 
December 31, 2016 and George 
Hermann Society members. Gifts 
to the Hats in the Park luncheon 
and Evening in the Park gala will be 
recognized in subsequent issues.  
In compliance with IRS standards, 
commitments paid over time in 
installments are recognized once 
in full at the time of the pledge. 
Please contact the Conservancy if 
we inadvertently have not included 
your name or if you would like to 
be listed differently in future 
publications.
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Support Park 
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bench
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Join the 
George Hermann 
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Volunteer in 
the Park
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Chair 
Phoebe Tudor

Executive Committee 
Robert W. Antablin
Jay Baker
Gloria Luna Bounds
Kristy J. Bradshaw
Russell D. Brightwell
Danny David
Steve Dolman
Milane Duncan-Frantz
Cece Fowler
Brent Friedman
Morgan Garvey
Linda C. Hunsaker
Ann Kennedy
Marley Lott
Rebecca Mark-Jusbasche
Terrylin G. Neale
H. Joe Nelson III
Adrian Patterson
David Enrique Ruiz
Keith Watson Wade

Board of Directors  
Holly Alvis
David L. Benson
Devinder S. Bhatia, M.D.
John Bishop
Valerie Palmquist   
 Dieterich
Luis Elizondo-Thomson
Cyndy Garza-Roberts
Gregg Hollenberg
Linda Kelly
David Rice Lummis
Ryan McCord
Anne C. Mendelsohn
Kunio Minami
Roslyn Bazzelle Mitchell
Judy Nyquist
Ken Redding

Robert C. Robbins, M.D.
Brian Rollins
Akemi Fuji Saitoh
Anne-Marie Schlumberger
Marcus Smith
Y. Ping Sun
Marvin Taylor
Troy Thacker

Ex-Officio 
Joe Turner 
Rick Dewees

President 
Doreen Stoller

Advisory Board
Mickey Ables
Edward R. Allen III
Nancy Ames
Natalye Appel
Jana Arnoldy
Evans S. Attwell
Byron K. Barclay
Sadie Gwin Blackburn
Jane Block
Seth Borland
Kathleen A. Boyd
Gwen Bradford
Catherine Bradley
Ting Bresnahan
Richard L. Brooks
Divya Brown
Lindsey Brown
Kristen Buck
Gracie Cavnar
Jackson Chang
Cheryl P. Chin, Ph.D.
Joe Cleary
Tom Compson
Sanford W. Criner, Jr.
Jennifer Jodeit Daly
Davetta Daniels, Ed.D.

June Deadrick
Viviana Denechaud
Scott Dorfman, M.D.
Lana C. Edwards, M.Ed.
Campbell Eifler
Charlene Taylor Evans
Valerie L. Fayle
Rashena Lindsay Flagg
Stephanie Fox
Ellie Francisco
J. Kent Friedman
Alice M. Gates, Ed.D.
Jennifer Gravenor
Jerome Gray
Christina Hanson
Leisa Holland-Nelson
Steppie F. Holsclaw
Barbara Hurwitz
Philip John
Demetra C. Jones
Margaret Justus
Christopher Lykes Knapp
Jenny C. Ko
David Krentz
Margaret L. Kripke, Ph.D.
Elyse Lanier
Sam L. Lasseter
Sarah A. Lee
Kathy Lord
Tommy W. Lott
Nancy Manderson
Jackie Wolens Mazow
Brew G. McKenna
Melissa Mithoff
Kenneth A. Moffet
Vance Muse
Kathleen O’Reilly
Claudia E. Ortega-Hogue
Precious Williams 
 Owodunni
Roz Pactor
Gary Kenneth Porter

Mark T. Prescott
Carol S. Price
Dean Putterman
Glen Ragland
Chris J. Reichert
Shafik I. Rifaat
Carolyn Robertson
Michael E. Rome
Anna Rotman
Brittany A. Sakowitz   
 Kushner
DeAndre Sam
Jon Sanfelippo
Shavonnah Roberts   
 Schreiber
Karla A. Sepulveda
Louis Sklar
Ed Smith
Sebastien Solar
Claudia Solis
Harry L. Stille
Cassie B. Stinson
Craig Stone
Patrick Summers
Claire Thielke
Michele Thompson
Gary Tinterow
Sarah Pennington Tropoli
Kimberly A. Tutcher
Paul-David Van Atta
Maggie Beary Vermillion
Joe Weikerth
Barbara Evans Williams
Phyllis K. Williams
L. Burke Windham III
Erin Collier Woolsey
Crystal Wright, M.D.
Elizabeth Satel Young
Susan Young

CONSERVANCY TEAM

Doreen Stoller, President  
doreen@hermannpark.org

Ethan Beeson, Project Manager  
ebeeson@hermannpark.org

Candace Cleveland, Manager, Pinewood Cafe 
ccleveland@hermannpark.org

Jane Curtis, Director of Horticulture 
jcurtis@hermannpark.org

Aurelia Haston, Venue Manager 
ahaston@hermannpark.org

Gabriel Durham, Community Engagement Coordinator 
gdurham@hermannpark.org

Diane Kerr, Director of Volunteer Programs  
dkerr@hermannpark.org

Kristine Mall, Development Coordinator 
kmall@hermannpark.org

Julia McGowen, Community Development Manager 
jmcgowen@hermannpark.org

Meghan Miller, Director of Development  
mmiller@hermannpark.org

Ron Misrack, Director, Visitor Services 
rmisrack@hermannpark.org

Becky Porteous, Accounting Manager  
bporteous@hermannpark.org

David Renninger, Director of Operations 
drenninger@hermannpark.org

La Tonya Scott, Manager, Visitor Services 
lscott@hermannpark.org


