
The garden was created in 1992 when the 
City of Houston hired renowned Japanese 
landscape architect Ken Nakajima to design 
five acres of Park land for an authentic 
Japanese Garden. The garden was built 
to symbolize the friendship between the 
United States and Japan, and to recognize 
Houston’s thriving Japanese community.

Mr. Nakajima based his design in Zen 
philosophy, stating “We must work with 
nature to create a new space and a sense of 
beauty.” He designed ponds and streams 
filled with koi, a serene waterfall and large 
boulders to reflect a true Japanese-style 
garden in the midst of mature hardwoods 
and tall loblolly pine trees. Over time, the 
garden lost its Japanese character and 
began to look like a Texas-style garden 
due to a lack of specialized maintenance 
and resources. In 2006, the City and 
the Conservancy invited internationally 
recognized landscape architect Terunobu 

Nakai to visit the garden to make 
recommendations for physical changes 
and maintenance techniques that would 
bring the garden back to the traditional 
Japanese style and reflect Mr. Nakajima’s 
original vision.

The Conservancy helped to form a Japanese 
Garden Advisory Committee to oversee a 
renovation of the garden. Mr. Nakai and 
distinguished Japanese gardener Hiroshi 
Iwasaki came to Houston to train Park 
gardeners and volunteers to maintain the 
garden in Japanese style. Every spring since 
2007, a team from Japan has visited the garden 
to work and recommend improvements. 
Mr. Nakai passed away unexpectedly in 
2011, but his vision is carried on by his 
assistant Aya Nakamura Hashimoto along 
with Mr. Iwasaki and the rest of the 
Japan team.

Continued on page 3

For nearly 25 years, Hermann Park’s Japanese Garden has 
offered an enchanting retreat from Houston’s fast-paced life. 
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Japanese Garden Restoration Begins 
Ahead of 25th Anniversary
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Fundraising is underway for 
a new Japanese-style gate 
to be added on the Fannin 
Street side of the garden to 
provide convenient access 
from the west.  



After an amazing Centennial culminating 
with the opening of the McGovern 
Centennial Gardens, it is natural to ask 
what is next for Hermann Park. Working 
with the City, the Conservancy has 
effectively completed the Master Plan 
developed with Laurie Olin 20 years 
ago. But as Houston rapidly grows and 
changes, Hermann Park needs an updated 
Master Plan to meet its needs for the 
next 20 years. Michael Van Valkenburgh 
and Associates will lead us through the 
process over the coming year.   

I was on vacation and had the opportunity 
to stop by their office in Brooklyn. 
The team was happy to share their 
excitement about working in Houston 
and Hermann Park.

DS: Why does the Hermann Park project 
interest you?

Chris Matthews (MVVA Associate 
Principal): Hermann Park is one of the 
most fascinating projects I have worked 
on. It has a long and rich history, is hugely 
popular, and is a true melting pot of 
Houstonians. At the same time there are 
complex infrastructural issues that need 
to be solved, particularly related to traffic, 
parking and environmental performance. 
The Master Plan will need to be a blend 
of the poetic and the pragmatic, an 
exciting challenge.

DS: Our goal is to make all 445 acres 
engaging to Park visitors while 
enriching natural habitats. How do 
you approach this?

Matthew Urbanski (MVVA Principal): 
Houston’s topography is famously flat, 
which is one of the things that makes 
places like the grassy slope behind the 

Miller Hill really stand out, and has 
allowed it to become a magnet for 
children with a pent up desire for rolling 
downhill. This makes me think that other 
types of new topography like hills, ridges, 
and valleys might turn out to be powerful 
place-makers in our design. A little bit of 
unflattening could make the experience 
of Hermann Park even more fun, 
surprising, and ecologically varied while 
also helping us address important 
pragmatic concerns about flooding and 
water management.  

DS: You work all over the world. What 
attracted you to a project in Houston?

Michael Van Valkenburgh: Houston had 
a great start with its park making and 
parks planning about 100 years ago, but 
this wonderful early work had a hard time 
keeping pace with the extraordinary 
period of city-building that followed. 
After much hard work on the parts of 
many, the City is now back to seeing 
green space as a way forward for the 
future. We’re very proud to be building 
on Laurie Olin’s work and also excited 
to be working in Houston at this 
pivotal moment.

The master planning process will last 
throughout the coming year. There will 
be a number of public meetings and 
I hope you will come meet the team 
and tell them what you love about 
Hermann Park. And what would make 
it even better.

See you in the Park,

Doreen Stoller, Executive Director

McGovern Centennial Gardens
$10,000 – $24,999
Helen and Jose Flores
Cindy and John Moulton
The Hargrove F. Wooten, M.D. Family – 
In honor of Hargrove F. Wooten, M.D. 
and Eleanor Simon Wooten

$5,000 – $9,999
The Reichert Family

$1,000 – $4,999
The Plumeria Society of America, Inc.
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette – 
In memory of Erin Gregory Neale 
and Lamar Gregory Neale

Terrie and Win Warren
$100 – $499
Judy and Michael McEnany
Tanglewood Garden Club
Tomball Garden Club
Weston Laks Garden Club
Windrose Garden Club
In memory of Sarah Rabinow Pesikoff
Dawn Adelson and Gerry Brunk
Donald Albert
Merrill Anderson and Kathleen Senior
Marci and Marc Arnold
Meredith and Mark Barineau
Carolyn and Thomas Britven
Catherine and Edward Crain, Jr.
Melissa Dresselhuys and Family
Haley and Glen Eichelberger
Franca and Ermanno Florio
Ellen and Franklin Gittess
Steven Graubart
Susan and Steven Herman
Rachelle Hirsch
Paula Hoffman
Leila Jere and Daniel Shiffman
Barbara and Raymond Kalmans
Gerry and Jay Karkowsky
Betty and Jim Key
Marie Louise and David Kinder
Jennifer and Douglas Klinger
Edith and Norman Kohl
Kurtosys Systems
Sarah Le Roy and Family
Craig Mabrito
Michael Mader
Magnetar Capital, LLC
Melanie and Larry Margolis
Katherine and John McGhee
Nina McLemore and Don Baker
The Mills Family
Mount Holyoke College
Jillian Neubauer
Heather and Daniel Pesikoff
David Pesikoff
Ariel Peters and Andrew Newman
Planned Parenthood
Red Light Management
Anita L. Ricca
Anne and Al Rotenberg
Krista and Gordon Rubenstein
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Doreen Stoller, second from left, visiting 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, one of MVVA’s 
projects with the firm’s Jesse Nicholson, 
Matthew Urbanski and Chris Matthews 



Lanny H. Sachnowitz Fund
Carla and Jonah Schein
Gwen and John Scott
Ellen and Charles Sheedy
Daniel Tejtel
Elizabeth Thorpe
Raye White
Wolff-Toomim Foundation
Maria Zerr
Michelle Zschappel

Art in the Park
$100 – $499
Wendy M. Bantle
Allen and Emily Capps – In memory of 
Mr. Fred L. Aguilar A.I.A.

Historic Clubhouse
$5,000 – $9,999
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw

Japanese Garden
$100,000 – $249,999
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
John P. McGovern Foundation

$25,000 – $49,999
Abbi and Robert Antablin
The Clayton Fund
Japan Business Association of Houston
Shintech Incorporated

$10,000 – $24,999
Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation

The Japan-America Society 
of Houston, Inc.

Susan Vaughan Foundation

$5,000 – $9,999
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
JGC America, Inc.
Kuraray
Mitsubishi International Corporation
Midori and Jay Mochizuki
Miwa Sakashita and John Stroehlein

$1,000 – $4,999
Mari Hart – In honor of 
Mr. Kunio Minami

Ned Shimizu
Hiromi Masumitsu Smith
Sumitomo Corporation of Americas
Marlys Tokerud
Toshiba International Corporation

$500 – $999
Keiji Asakura
Darlene and George Hirasaki
Tadano America Corporation
Ken Uchikoshi
Valqua America, Inc.

$100 – $499
Anonymous – In honor of 
Katherine and Dario’s wedding

Shirley Bludau and Mike Grimes
Charlotte and Frank Krecow – 
In memory of Charlotte Langer

Leigh and David Leslie
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Structural and aesthetic improvements 
are set to be completed by early summer. 
In addition to funds provided by the City, 
the Conservancy and the Japanese Advisory 
Committee are actively fundraising to 
complete additional projects ahead of 
the 25th anniversary celebration in 2017 
including an entrance gate on the Fannin 
side of the garden and new roofs for 
three structures.

Japan’s Consul General for Houston, Tetsuro 
Amato, understands why the garden is so 
special to the community. “The Japanese 
Garden is a piece of Japan that Houstonians 
enjoy because of its carefully designed 
beautiful traditional style,” he said. “When I 
see many happy faces strolling in the garden, 
the words ‘peace and friendship’ occur in 
my mind. What a special place the Japanese 
Garden is! I would like to express my 
appreciation to all of the Houstonians who 
have helped to restore and maintain the 
garden for its 25th anniversary.”

To learn more about the Japanese 
Garden or to make a donation, go to 
hermannpark.org/Japanese-garden.

Japanese Garden Restoration Begins Ahead of 25th Anniversary  
Continued from page 1

A new phase of garden 
restoration began in 
November 2015, funded 
by the City of Houston.

Mr. Nakai’s watercolor shows the design for the 
dry-stream garden, a waterless Japanese-style 
garden feature lined with specialty stones 
imported from Japan.

After the koi were safely moved to a temporary 
pool, crews removed an average of 18 inches 
of muck accumulated over 24 years from the 
bottom of the drained ponds and streams. 
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Park to Port Bike Ride
$5,000 – $9,999
Port of Houston Authority
The Williams Companies, Inc.
$100 – $499
Marcia Adelson
Anonymous
Aidsa Arce
Ramon Bagadion
Gina and Devinder Bhatia
Binkley & Barfield, Inc.
Kimberly Cates-Meraz
Cheyne Day
Laurel Devins
Don Ellithorpe
Angela Fisher
Sheri Foreman Elder
Jan Fox
Chad French
Killian Gilbert-Smith
Julia and Jay Hellums
Maria Hernadi
Pam Johnson
Richard Lee
Monica McCaslin
Kelly McGuire
Martha McKinstry
Carol and Dan Price
The Propst Family
Louisa Reid
Kelley Reno
Jason Rivera
Ben Roberts
Carolyn and James Robertson
Paige Rockecharlie
Victoria Tamez
Brian Tison
Carolyn Wood
In Kind
Bank of America
Bayou City Cycles
Bike Houston
Brady’s Landing
City of Houston
Houston Parks & Recreation 
Department

Houston Parks Board
Luby’s Fuddruckers Restaurants, LLC
Saint Arnold Brewing Co.
Texas Medical Center
TPRB Advertising

Run in the Park
$5,000 – $9,999
The Friedkin Group
Texas Children’s Hospital
$1,000 – $2,499
Frontier Utilities
$500 – $999
Cydni Choate
Enaxis Consulting
$100 – $499
Anonymous
Ben Barnes
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Hermann Park Named One of the 
Great Places in America

Learn About Corporate Involvement in 
Hermann Park

The American Planning Association (APA) named Hermann Park one of six Great Public 
Spaces on its 2015 Great Places in America list. The APA’s program recognizes streets, 
neighborhoods, and public spaces demonstrating attributes that enrich communities, 
facilitate economic growth, and inspire others around the country. Kelly Porter, AICP, a 
member of APA’s education task force, described Hermann Park as “a fabulous urban green 
space that is getting better every year.” Mayor Annise Parker and Joe Turner, director of 
the Houston Parks and Recreation Department, were on hand as the APA presented the 
award on October 23.

Corporations understand that public green 
space is an important factor in the quality of 
life for their employees and their communities. 
There are a variety of ways for companies 
to be involved in keeping local parks well 
maintained. In Hermann Park, Bank of 
America volunteers helped out at the Park 
to Port Bike Ride while CenterPoint Energy 
employees planted trees in the Lake Picnic 
area of the Park. Visit the Conservancy’s 
new corporate involvement web page for 
information about volunteering, sponsoring Conservancy events, booking corporate events 
and supporting reforestation and habitat restoration in Hermann Park. Learn more about 
corporate opportunities at hermannpark.org/corporate-involvement.

Pictured above, from left to right: Patrick Walsh, director, City of Houston Planning and Development Department, Doreen Stoller, 
executive director of Hermann Park Conservancy, Joshua Owens, AICP, representing the Houston office of the APA, Mayor Annise Parker, 
Kim Mickelson, AICP, president, APA Texas Chapter, and Joe Turner, director, Houston Parks and Recreation Department
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Alfred Benoit
Nikki Betts
Janet and Donald Collins
Shani Davis
John Dazey and Vernon Walling
Nan and Edward Earle
Karen Hayes
Thomas Kaleekal
Kathleen Kirby-Turner
Amy and Mark Melton
Dean Putterman
Louisa Reid
Carolyn and James Robertson
Steven Sherman
Macey and Bob Stokes
Y. Ping Sun and David Leebron
Trinity Classical
Beth and Joe Weikerth

In Kind
Fleet Feet Sports
Luby’s Fuddruckers Restaurants, LLC
Picnic
Silver Eagle Distributors, L.P.
TPRB Advertising

Urban Green
$5,000 – $9,999
Brandy and Daniel Benditz

$2,500 – $4,999
Cindy Seligmann and John Knox

$1,000 – $2,499
Anonymous
Coastal Securities
Suzie and Larry Johnson
Lasco Development

$500 – $999
Abraham, Watkins, Nichols, Sorrels, 
Agosto & Friend

Catherine Bradley
Lisa and David Fleishman
Brandon Hulings
Quintana and Chris LaPorte

$100 – $499
Anonymous
Kelly Boysen
John C. Brewster Jr.
B.G. Burgher
George E. Burgher Jr.
Jeryce Clayton
Jared Cox
Crane Lane LLP
Annie and Campbell Eifler
Patricia Ford
Jackie and John David Furlow
Sharon and Jason Griffin
T. Wilson Griffith
Nikki and Robert Hanley
Lisa and Kelly Haws
Allison and Ryan Heider
Alexandria and Jason Isbell
Nikolaos Kapetanakis
Molly Keaton

DONORS

Conservation 
News

Hermann Park Conservancy Volunteers  

A healthy tree canopy is vital to the 
well-being of Hermann Park. Maintenance 
of the canopy continues with compost tea 
treatments of 26 live oaks along the Jones 
Reflection Pool and on Lake Plaza. The trees 
have visibly benefited from these treatments 
with an increase in foliage and improved 
vigor. In addition, deadwood pruning of 
live oaks on Lake Plaza and other areas 
has resulted in increased air circulation 
throughout the canopy, safety for the 
thousands of pedestrians that pass under 
these trees, and improved aesthetics. 

Visitors who park in lot “A” near the 
Sam Houston monument have probably 
noticed the bed of jasmine beneath the 
live oaks encircled by construction fence. 
The jasmine, planted by volunteers from 

ExxonMobil, has flourished due to this 
protective measure, so it is time to replace 
the unsightly plastic fence with Park standard 
steel posts and chain. Volunteers will take on 
the task of priming and painting the posts in 
preparation for installation by the Houston 
Parks and Recreation Department.

The Conservancy appreciates the time 
and effort donated by volunteers to 
keep Hermann Park looking beautiful. 
In November, the Conservancy hosted 
a Volunteer Appreciation Night to 
honor these dedicated community 
members. Staff and volunteers celebrated 
by sharing food, pictures and fun stories. 
Volunteers have many reasons for 
contributing to Park efforts, such as 
spending time outdoors, meeting new 
people or learning new skills. Volunteer 
Hollie Goddard shared, “I love spending 
time in the beautiful gardens and playing 
a small part in helping to maintain 
them. I also really enjoy using new skills 
learned from the McGovern Centennial 

Gardens gardeners and the interaction 
with a great group of volunteers.”

In addition to individual volunteers, 
Hermann Park regularly receives large 
groups that help with projects such as Park 
clean-up or restoration. It’s often difficult 
for large groups to find an organization 
that can accommodate over a hundred 
volunteers at one time. Students from Yes 
Prep Northbrook sent thank you notes to 
express appreciation for being provided a 
rewarding volunteer project. Some students 
expressed gratitude by sharing comments 
including: “today I learned something new”, 
“I had a great experience”, and “thanks 
for making us better leaders”. 

HERMANN PARK CONSERVANCY

McGovern Centennial Garden 
volunteers haul wood chips for 
Woodland Garden pathways. 
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Urban Green, continued
$100 – $499
Carey Kirkpatrick
Johnny Knight
Kimberly Laporte
Alley Lewis
Terry Lin
Morgan Luker
Jarrod McCabe
Patrick Moffitt
Ron and Nancy Ormand Foundation
Pranav Patel
Purav Patel
Eliza and Drew Reinking
Brittany Ringel
Jon Sanfelippo
Sudheer Sankar
Robert Sankhagowit
Richard Sarabia
Adrienne D. Saxe
Colby Swain
Jordan Tapscott
Thompson Custom Homes
Paulo Tomasovich
Samantha Torres
Tradition Bank
Callie Trigg
Jerri and David Trigg
Walton Henry Group, LLC
Nathaniel Walton
In Kind
Adair Kitchen
Añejo
Beirne, Maynard & Parsons, L.L.P.
Big Ass Balloons
Biscuit Home
Blue Apron
Catherine Bradley
Bramble Restaurant
BRC Gastropub
Lindsay Burgher
Tiffany and Brian Burgher
Butter & Company
Chick-fil-A
Chili’s Grill and Bar
Cle Nightclub
Clique Salon
Danton’s Restaurant
Deep Eddy Vodka
DEFINE Body & Mind
Margaret Doucette
Dj Mav
Elaine Turner
Four Seasons Hotel Houston
The Good Space Pilates and 
Yoga Studio

Grifo Imports
Harvest Organic Grille
The Hightower Collection
Hotel ZaZa Houston
Houston Young Lawyers Association
The Houstonian Hotel, Club, and Spa
The Milton Howard and 
Steve Schwarzbach Families

DONORSPARKSIDE / WINTER 2016

Urban Green Celebrates 
Park After Dark

Urban Green’s Park After Dark on November 
19 was a big success! The group’s 
semi-annual fundraising event drew 400 
young professionals to the McGovern 
Centennial Gardens and Cherie Flores 
Garden Pavilion. Raising almost $32,000 
for general operations, it was the most 
successful Urban Green event to date. 
Chairs Libby Burgher, Shelby Burgher, 
Connie Linn, and Jarrod McCabe, along 
with the Urban Green steering committee 

led by Catherine Bradley, solicited 
donations from local businesses and 
restaurants. These donations ensured that 
there was a robust silent auction and food 
and drinks to keep party-goers happy. 
DJ Mav spun tunes and kept the party 
lively. Thanks to everyone who supported 
or attended the event and Urban Green. 
For information on how to join Urban Green, 
go to hermannpark.org/urban-green.

Chairs Connie Lin, Libby Burgher, 
Shelby Burger and Jarrod McCabe

Stephen O’Connell 
and Catherine Bradley

Guests visit outside the Cherie 
Flores Garden Pavilion
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Ibiza Food and Wine Bar
Inprint Houston
Jerrybuilt Homegrown Burgers
Kendra Scott
LaPorte Family
Lewis Wines
Connie Lin
McDanald Land Services, Inc.
Moonshiners Southern Table and Bar
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
Pageboy
RYDE
Saigon House
Saint Arnold Brewing Co.
Snap Kitchen
Sprinkles Cupcakes
Squeezed Online
Texas Whiskey
Tiff’s Treats
Tiny Boxwoods
Topo Chico
Uchi and Uchiko
Vicki Cheng Velentine and 
Laura Gallier

Water 2 Wine
White Salon

Annual Fund/ 
General Fundraising
$25,000 – $49,999
The Clayton Fund
$10,000 – $24,999
Marvy Finger Family Foundation
Letty Knapp – In honor of Chris Knapp
$5,000 – $9,999
Claire and Dahai Chang – In memory 
of Dr. Maosun Cao

Glen Ragland
$1,000 – $4,999
Jan and Jack Cato
KC and William Coats – In memory of 
Bill Coats and Bob Kaim

Cuchara
Connie L. Estopinal
Lou Ann and Milton Gray
Sissy and Denny Kempner III – In honor 
of Mack Fowler and Sanford Criner

Key Energy Services, Inc.
Ludmilla Orelup
Rocket Ball, LTD.
The Samuels Foundation
Hilary Suzawa and Daniel Lemke
$500 – $999
Judy and James Bozeman
Jennifer and Leo Chen
Jane and Bill Curtis
Kelly DeHay and Rod Danielson
Jenny and Clayton Finney
Susan and Mike Garver
Annie and Bob Graham
Melanie and Blake Hutchinson
Ann and Eddie Norwood
Laura and Michael Puzio
Michele Thompson and Bob Yekovich
Geri Wood

DONORS

Special Events

HERMANN PARK CONSERVANCY

Park to Port Bike Ride 2015
Cyclists rolled along the Brays Bayou 
trail from Hermann Park to the Port of 
Houston on Saturday, October 3, 2015 
enjoying a unique view of Houston. 
Some riders had participated in the 
2014 inaugural Park to Port Bike Ride 
while others were exploring the trail for 
the first time. The 20-mile round trip ride, 
chaired by David Ruiz, started in Bayou 
Parkland and rambled along the bayou 
trail to the ship channel where the Port 
of Houston sponsored an entertaining 
turn-around party at Brady’s Landing. 
There were plenty of smiles as riders 
made their way back to Hermann Park 
for a post-ride party. Special thanks 
to sponsor St. Arnold Brewing Co. for 
providing their first canned Art Car IPA 
as well as the Port of Houston, Bank of 
America, Bike Houston, City of Houston, 
Friends of MacGregor Park, Houston Parks 
Board, Houston Parks and Recreation 
Department, Luby’s/Fuddruckers, Texas 
Medical Center, and TPRB Advertising. 
Stay tuned for information about the 
2016 Park to Port Bike Ride to be held 
on Saturday, October 1. 

12th Annual Run in the Park
Hundreds of runners and joggers 
dashed off the starting line of the 12th 
annual Run in the Park followed by walkers 
who enjoyed a more leisurely pace. The 
event was held on Saturday, November 
14, 2015 with participants winding 
around Hermann Park on the Marvin 
Taylor Trail. The 5K run/walk and a 1K kids’ 
fun run has become a yearly tradition 
for many Houstonians. Family and 
friends cheered the runners and walkers 
on and joined them for the post-race 
party on Molly Ann Smith Plaza featuring 
food, music and fun activities. The overall 
male and female winners, Sean Wade 
and Lauren Smith received tickets from 
United Airlines. The run, chaired by 
Carolyn Robertson and Scott Dorfman, 
raised nearly $30,000 to help the 
Conservancy’s maintenance program 
for the Park. The 2016 Run in the Park is 
scheduled for Saturday, November 12.

A fire boat joins the party 
at Brady’s Landing

Runners hit the trail at the 
12th annual Run in the Park

A rider returns 
to Hermann Park 



Annual Fund/ 
General Fundraising, continued
$100 – $499
Ann and James Allison – 
In memory of Bill Coats

Anonymous (2)
Jeanne Bauer and Walter Hittelman
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Lana Billeaud and John McGinnis
Rima and Robert Blanc
Jan Buchholtz and Jim Davis
Jane and Don Burney
Linda and Bill Carson – In honor of 
Carmela and Kelly Frels

Chevron Matching Employee Funds
Julie Cohn and John A. Connor – 
In honor of Doreen Stoller

Lynn and Kenneth Dahlberg
Michael Dale and Robert Wolff
Emily and Andrew Dawson
Patricia de Groot and Marc Puppo
Barbara Feldman
Fran and Mike Feltovich
Rachel and Bud Frazier
Takaaki Furuta
Barbara and Andy Gessner
Heather Gilligan
Jean and Donald Gray
Nonya and Jonathan Grenader
Gayle and Scott Hoffer and Family
Imperial Oil Company
Nancy and Timothy Johnson
Barbara and Jay Lack – In honor of 
Dr. Harvey Resnick

Candace and Robert Levy
Anne Loo and Brad Nyberg
Lynn Lovat
Jacki and Frank McCreary
Gayle and Jerry McMorrow
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Menges
Cristina and Bill Moore
Sean Murphy – In honor of 
Terry Murphy

Glenda Owen and Kevin Dubose – 
In honor of Doreen Stoller

Carol and Clifford Pearson
Gloria Pepper and Bernard Katz
Bunny and Perry Radoff
Cheryl Ray and Ruel Smith
Janet Redeker
Richard Scharchburg
Karen and Howard Schneider
Pete and Irving Schweppe
Lucy and Ernie Seward
Chen-ju and Philip Sun
Texas A&M University
Rosario and Anselmo Unite – In honor 
of Harvey Resnick

Jeffrey Whitley
Lois and Steve Zamora

Community Outreach
$10,000 – $24,999
Macy’s, Inc.

PARKSIDE / WINTER 2016 DONORS
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Holiday Party at Kinder Station
A sprinkling of rain didn’t keep families 
away from the Conservancy’s annual 
holiday party on Saturday, December 
12, 2015. Kids enjoyed new crafts and 
yearly favorites that included coloring 
holiday pictures, creating doughnut 
reindeer, and trying their hand at Popsicle 
stick art. Free face painting was a hit 
with many of the young party-goers. 
No holiday party at Kinder Station 
would be complete without a ride on 
the Hermann Park train, decorated with 
garlands for the holiday season. 

Talented Houston-area students are 
entertaining Park visitors as part of the 
sixth annual Student Performances in the 
Park presented by Macy’s. Performance 
groups range from choirs to bands to 
dance teams. The series will continue 
throughout the 2015-2016 school year. 
The performances are free and take place 
in Lake Plaza between Kinder Station 
and the Houston Zoo. For an up-to-date 
schedule, visit hermannpark.org/calendar.

Kids enjoyed coloring 
holiday pictures

Student Performances in the 
Park Presented by Macy’s



Garden Conservancy Fund
$100 – $499
Margaret Goldberg and Bernard Fields
Quein and Steve Pao
Suzanne M. Struhall

Maintenance Fund
$1,000 – $4,999
Estate of Jack S. Blanton

Membership
Conductor’s Circle ($2,500+)
Anonymous
Kathy and Randy Lake
Susan and David Lummis
Gary Mercer
Platinum ($500 – $2,499)
Anonymous
David Archer
Jim F. Avant
Laura and Seth Borland
Robin and Richard Brooks
Linda Carper
Gina Castellano and David Barnhart
Debra and Stephen Costello
Almeria T. Cottingham
Jennifer and Jon Daly
Beverly Dickerson
Joell and Thomas Doneker
Elizabeth A. Germani
Josephine and Philip John
Linda and Tom Kleinworth
Sam Lasseter and Dillon Kyle
Harriet and Truett Latimer
Maria and Brendan Lee
Nancy Manderson
Stephen A. Massad
Brew G. McKenna and 
Matthew L. Guyton

Anne and John Mendelsohn
Fan and Peter Morris
Louise and Gary Moss
Carol Noel-King and J. Stephen King – 
In honor of Marley Lott

Belle and Peter Petkas
Shelly and Marty Power
Kitty and Peter Quinn
Jane and Dick Schmitt
Dorothy Carsey Sumner
Amy Sutton and Gary Chiles
Ruth and Marvin Taylor
Adrienne and Tim Unger
Beth and Joe Weikerth
Barbara E. Williams
Gold ($250 – $499)
Nancy Ames and Danny Ward
Benno J. Bauer, Jr.
Kristi Beer and Steve Redding
Anita and Sam Belinoski
Minnette and Peter Boesel
Andree A. Boudreaux
Amy Chaisson and Marlin E. Sandlin, Jr.
The Clemmons Family
Kathryn and Hank Coleman
Kathryn Crowder
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Vegetables!
The Family Garden is one of the most popular spots in the McGovern Centennial 
Gardens. Visitors of all ages and walks of life are fascinated to see food growing 
on the plant as opposed to on a shelf in a grocery store. In addition to fruits and 
vegetables, this garden has offered visitors a chance to see cotton bursting from 
a boll, fresh herbs and flowers that attract pollinating insects, and clouds of 
monarchs in all stages feeding on milkweed, laying eggs, hatching into caterpillars, 
and then leaving a jade-green chrysalis hanging from a stalk of lavender.

The Family Garden is a demonstration garden, 
and the main goal is to educate the public by 
allowing them to touch, pull a carrot out of the 
ground or a green bean off the bush, and taste 
a truly fresh, organically-grown vegetable. 
On a weekly basis, enough produce is grown 
to share with the community. The Conservancy 
donates produce to organizations such as the 
Emergency Aid Coalition (EAC) and Trinity East 
United Methodist Church. As many as four to 
five bushels per week of eggplant, okra, green 
beans, peppers, herbs, and melons, were 
donated over last summer and fall. Now into the 
winter crops, donation baskets include lettuce, 
chard, mustard greens, carrots, radishes, beets, 
and arugula. 

The Family Garden is also the center for our garden volunteer activities. Individual 
and small groups are welcome to help plant and harvest in this garden and to 
participate in gardening throughout the McGovern Centennial Gardens.   

Freshly harvested vegetables 
from the Family Garden
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Membership, continued
Gold ($250 – $499)
Betty Dubose
Susan M. Edwards
Stephanie and Clinton Fox
Marta and Alan Galicki
Alice Gates and Wayne Wilner
Karen and Larry George
Kathleen Hayes
Olive and Lynn N. Hughes
Margaret Justus
Dan A. King
Katherine Kohlmeyer
Liz Lancaster
Sarah Lee and Mark Metz
April and Wells McGee
Sue McRaney
Barb and Will Noel
Ruth and Quincy Ollison
Angie Prince and Eric Peden
Esther and Gary Polland
Carol and Dan Price
The Propst Family
Shannon Riley
Anna Rotman and Bryan Sanchez
Karen and Howard Schneider
Arlene and Joe Staller
Carol and Peter Taaffe
Gabriele and Heinrich Taegtmeyer
Lucie Wray Todd
Phoebe and Bobby Tudor
Eleanor and Richard Viebig
Kathy J. Welch and John T. Unger
Shari and Gary Winston
Geri Wood
Centennial ($100 – $249)
Susan and Barry Abrams
Emily and Davis Adams
Beth Alfredson and Rick Jenkins
Ann and James Allison
Peggy Amante
Anonymous (5)
Donna and Tom Archer
Michelle and John Arnold
Theresa and Evans Attwell
Courtney and Andrew Baker
Sarah and Burt Ballanfant
Adele Bentsen
The Bergers-Abramowitz Family
Gina and Devinder Bhatia
Sudha Bidani
Stephen Bishop
Myles Blackwood
Sue Bleakie
Gloria and Jesse Bounds
Kathleen A. Boyd
Susan and Major Bradshaw
Pam and Murray Brasseux
Nancy and Patton Breland
Susan and John Burn
Cindy and Larry Burns
Candace and Bart Busker
Tara and Mallory Caldwell
Ginny and Bill Camfield

PARKSIDE / WINTER 2016

Hermann Park Dog Walk
Presented by the Houston Rockets
Saturday, March 5, 2016
8 a.m. 

Hats in the Park Luncheon
McGovern Centennial Gardens 
Tuesday, March 8, 2016
11:30 a.m.

Hermann Park Kite Festival
Sunday, April 3, 2016
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Evening in the Park Gala
Heart of the Park
Friday, April 29, 2016
6:30 p.m.

Student Performances 
in the Park 
Presented by Macy’s
Throughout the 2015-2016 
school year

Dates and times are subject to 
change; where date and time 
not listed, exact time is TBD

Save the Dates! 
Please mark your calendar for these upcoming 
events! Visit hermannpark.org for more details.  

facebook.com/HermannPark

instagram.com/HermannPark

twitter.com/HermannPark

Details at 
hermannpark.org 

Consider joining or renewing your Hermann Park Conservancy membership 
today to help support daily operations vital to the care and maintenance of 
Hermann Park. Conservancy members receive exciting benefits including free 
tickets to ride the Hermann Park Railroad and pedal boats, Member Express 
boarding lines, free unlimited rides on the train on the second Saturday of every 
month, a 10% discount in the Conservancy Gift Shop and Pinewood Cafe, and more.

Visit hermannpark.org/membership 
for more information.

Join the Conservancy

Become a 
member today!
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Janet and Joseph Carbonari
Lorenzo Castro
Betty T. Chapman
Judy Chapman
Marilyn and Larry Chapman
Christy and Tom Compson
Cynthia Coselli
Carol and Bob Cossum
Terri and James Craig
Ann Crider and David King
Liz and Steve Crowell
Davetta and Ray Daniels
Nancy and L. John Davis
Lalo de Pilar
Raymond Dee
Verena and Alfred Dettwiler
Michael Dooley
Deborah and Stephen Dowell
Jennie and Robert Duffy
Alicia, Michael, and 
Alexis Duplantis

Catherine and Ron Ehlinger
Ramsay M. Elder
Blake T. Eskew
Gail and Arthur Faris – In memory 
of Sarah Rabinow Pesikoff

Savitri Fedson and Eugene Choi
Nanette and Jerry Finger
Perri and Aaron Fink
Chris Frawley
Barbara and David Gibbs
Heather Giles
Sharon and Thomas Giordano
Carvel W. Glenn
Hannah and Lenny Golub
Cathey and Hal Gordon
Margaret and Paul Gowen
Lisa and Stephen Greenberg
Therese and Scott Griffiths
Aenne and James Hannon
Susan and Frank Hawkins
Becky and Donald Hayes
Monica and Steven Heal
Whitney and Christopher Heard
Julia and Jay Hellums
Jeanne and Andrew Hero
Paula Hix
Erin M. Hodgess
Melissa and Randy Holloway
Deborah Holmes
Edna G. Houston
Katherine and George Howe
Vicki Huff and Eric Boerwinkle
Elizabeth and Richard Husseini
Catherine Jackson
Andy James
Sultana Kaldis
Susanna and Clay Kartye
Kim and Mark Kressenberg
Leslie and Tom Kutac
James Lacy
Mercedes Leal and 
Tammi Wallace

Colette Flowers Leonard

Tommy W. Lott
Cecilia and Peter Ludwig
Kathleen and Thomas Mach
Laura Marsh
Carl Masterson
James McCallum
Patricia McKinley
Jenny and Ted Meyer
Carol and Roland Miller
Kimiko and Kunio Minami
Julia Morgan
Sean Murphy and 
Hector Moreno

Tassie Nicandros
Matthew Nicklos
Mary and Paul Nugent
Michol O’Connor
Mary Jean and Dan Parker
Carolyn and Thomas Paul
Eula and Levi Perry
Pam and Ron Peterson
Theola Petteway
Janet Rarick and 
Benjamin Kamins

Marcia and Don Raskin
Cheryl Ray and Ruel Smith
Helena and Brennan Reilly
Suzy and Sandy Rhodes
Claire Lee Rogers
Dale A. Rudick
Shavonnah Roberts Schreiber 
and Joseph Schreiber

William J. Schull
Susan Schwaitzberg and 
Ron Misrack

Leanne and Sam Scott
Dolores Shahroodi
Stuart Shapiro and 
Richard Bezdek

Steven Sherman
William C. Shrader
Jeff, Pam, JJ, and Ava Silk
Kathleen and Richard Silkworth
Aaryn Silva
Mary Simoneau
Louis H. Skidmore, Jr.
Mary Beth and David Slater
Karen and Ken Smiley
Rachel and Sebastien Solar
Anna Steinberger
Linda and Xavier Stokes
Linda and John Sumner
David R. Swenson
Gail Taber
Tellepsen Family
Anabel Thompson
Eleanor and Jon Totz
Suzanne Tran and Michael Ligh
Suzanne and James Waller
Gail Marie Walsh
Kay Walther
Julie Watkins and Paul Heim
Nancy and David Webb
Amanda and Scott Wiesenborn

Meador and Norm Wigington
Maggie and David Williams
Helen Wils and 
Leonard Goldstein

Brian Witt
Janis Wood
J. David Wright
Janet and Mike Yauch
Cheryl Zatopek
Linda and Richard Zoll

Park Amenities Endowment
$5,000 – $9,999
Linda and Barry Hunsaker

Plant a Tree
$1,000 – $4,999
Jack Bell – In memory of 
Jan Smith

$500 – $999
Anonymous

$100 – $499
Anonymous
Kate Criner Bellin and 
Andy Bellin – In honor of 
Sanford Criner

Ignacio Carrion – In honor of 
Rita and Blair Justice

Tripp Carter – In honor of Robert 
E. Montgomery and 
Tom D. Plant’s wedding

Houston Museum District 
Association – In honor of 
Deborah Cannon

Houston Museum District 
Association – In honor of 
Josef Helfenstein

Houston Museum District 
Association – In honor of 
Laurette Canizares

Daily Howard – In honor of 
Carole Keating

Heide Mairs and Chip Slater
Becky Naser – In memory of 
Norma Shore

H. Joe Nelson III – In honor of 
Tom D. Plant and Robert E. 
Montgomery in celebration 
of their marriage

Nedra Oren – In honor of 
Sarah Rabinow Pesikoff

Pam and Jim Pool
Ronald Soligo – In honor of 
Katherine and Dario

Michelle and Daniel Weiss – In 
honor of Sarah Rabinow Pesikoff

Reforestation and 
Maintenance
$10,000 – $24,999
John P. McGovern Foundation
Phillips 66
$100 – $499
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw – 
In memory of Marla Melnick

Reforestation and Planning
$1,000 – $4,999
Shell 

Tree Conservancy Fund
$500 – $999
Suzanne and Peter Day – 
In memory of Mark Folkes

$100 – $499
Suzanne Morris
Jim Murdaugh and 
Gary Smith – In honor of 
Peggy and John Odom

Swiss American Society of 
Houston – In memory of 
Alice Luzzato

Volunteer Programs
In Kind
Optum - United Healthcare 
Service

University of Houston Center for 
Student Involvement

George Hermann Society
Genevieve Lykes Duncan†

May Shelmire Duncan†

Cece and Mack Fowler
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
Ann Kennedy and 
Geoffrey Walker

David Langworthy
Jackie and Malcolm Mazow
Laura and Brad McWilliams
Terrylin G. Neale
Mary Anne H. Phillips†

Mark B. Ryan
Megan and Jason Ryan
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette
John E. Walsh, Jr.
Pippa Wiley
†deceased

The George Hermann Society 
recognizes donors who have 
provided for the future of Hermann 
Park through bequests or life 
income gifts to Hermann Park 
Conservancy. The names listed 
above and on the preceding pages 
include donors who made gifts or 
pledges of $100 or more between 
July 1 and December 31, 2015, as 
well as all George Hermann Society 
members. Gifts to the Hats in the 
Park luncheon and Evening in the 
Park gala will be recognized in 
subsequent issues. In compliance 
with IRS standards, commitments 
paid over time in installments are 
recognized once in full at the time 
of the pledge. Please contact the 
Conservancy if we inadvertently 
have not included your name or 
if you would like to be listed 
differently in future publications.
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Chair 
Danny David

Executive Committee 
Jay Baker
Kristy Bradshaw
Russell D. Brightwell
Steve Dolman
Milane Duncan-Frantz
Cece Fowler
Brent Friedman
Linda C. Hunsaker
Ann Kennedy
Margaret L. Kripke, Ph.D.
Marley Lott
Rebecca Mark-Jusbasche
Terrylin G. Neale
H. Joe Nelson III
David Enrique Ruiz
Cassie B. Stinson
Phoebe Tudor
Keith Watson Wade

Board of Directors  
Holly Alvis
Robert W. Antablin
David L. Benson
Devinder S. Bhatia, M.D.
John Bishop
Gloria Luna Bounds
Valerie Palmquist 		
	 Dieterich
Morgan Garvey
Gregg Hollenberg
Linda Kelly
David Rice Lummis
Ryan McCord
Anne C. Mendelsohn
Kunio Minami
Judy Nyquist
Robert C. Robbins, M.D.

Brian Rollins
Anne Schlumberger
Marcus Smith
Y. Ping Sun
Marvin Taylor
Troy Thacker  

Ex-Officio 
Joe Turner 
Rick Dewees

Executive Director 
Doreen Stoller

Advisory Board
Mickey Ables
Edward R. Allen III
Nancy Ames
Natalye Appel
Jana Arnoldy
Evans S. Attwell
Byron K. Barclay
Sadie Gwin Blackburn
Jane Block
Seth Borland
Kathleen A. Boyd
Gwen Bradford
Catherine Bradley
Ting Bresnahan
Richard L. Brooks
Divya Brown
Lindsey Brown
Kristen Buck
Donna Buja
Gracie Cavnar
Jackson Chang
Cheryl P. Chin, Ph.D.
Sanford W. Criner, Jr.
Jennifer Jodeit Daly
Davetta Daniels, Ed.D.
Lalo de Pilar

June Deadrick
Viviana Denechaud
Scott Dorfman, M.D.
Michael E. Easely
Lana C. Edwards, M.Ed.
Campbell Eifler
Charlene Taylor Evans
Valerie L. Fayle
Stephanie Fox
Ellie Francisco
J. Kent Friedman
Alice M. Gates, Ed.D.
Jennifer Gravenor
Christina Hanson
Leisa Holland-Nelson
Steppie F. Holsclaw
Barbara Hurwitz
Philip John
Rosemarie Johnson
Demetra C. Jones
Margaret Justus
Christopher Lykes Knapp
Jenny C. Ko
David Krentz
Elyse Lanier
Sam L. Lasseter
Sarah A. Lee
David Leonard
Rashena Lindsay Flagg
Kathy Lord
Tommy Lott
Nancy Manderson
Jackie Wolens Mazow
Brew G. McKenna
Roslyn Bazzelle Mitchell
Melissa Mithoff
Kenneth A. Moffet
Vance Muse
Kathleen O’Reilly
Claudia E. Ortega-Hogue

Precious Williams 
	 Owodunni
Roz Pactor
Gary Kenneth Porter
Mark T. Prescott
Carol S. Price
Dean Putterman
Glen Ragland
Chris J. Reichert
Shafik I. Rifaat
Carolyn Robertson
Michael E. Rome
Anna Rotman
Brittany A. Sakowitz
DeAndre Sam
Shavonnah Roberts 		
	 Schreiber
Karla A. Sepulveda
Louis Sklar
Ed Smith
Sebastien Solar
Claudia Solís
Harry L. Stille
Patrick Summers
Claire Thielke
Michele Thompson
Gary Tinterow
Sarah Pennington Tropoli
Kimberly A. Tutcher
Paul-David Van Atta
Maggie Beary Vermillion
Joe Weikerth
Phyllis Williams
L. Burke Windham III
Erin Collier Woolsey
Crystal Wright, M.D.
Elizabeth Satel Young
Susan Young

PARKSIDE / WINTER 2016
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CONSERVANCY TEAM

Doreen Stoller, Executive Director 
doreen@hermannpark.org

Linda Black, Venue Manager
lblack@hermannpark.org

Jane Curtis, Director of Horticulture
jcurtis@hermannpark.org

Barbara Jo Harwell, Conservation Director 
barbara_jo@hermannpark.org

Kimina Jamison, Volunteer Coordinator
kjamison@hermannpark.org

Mike Johnson, Project Manager 
mjohnson@hermannpark.org

Diane Kerr, Manager of Volunteer Programs 
volunteer@hermannpark.org

Kristine Mall, Development Coordinator
kmall@hermannpark.org

Becky Porteous, Accounting Manager 
bporteous@hermannpark.org

Meghan Miller, Director of Development 
mmiller@hermannpark.org

Jean Miracle-Whitaker, Publications Manager
jmwhitaker@hermannpark.org

Ron Misrack, Director, Visitor Services
rmisrack@hermannpark.org

Cati Rines, Community Development Manager
crines@hermannpark.org

La Tonya Scott, Manager, Visitor Services
lscott@hermannpark.org

Derrick Whitfield, Manager, Pinewood Cafe
dwhitfield@hermannpark.org


