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MISSION
Hermann Park
Conservancy is a
citizens’ organization
dedicated to the
stewardship and
improvement of
Hermann Park—
today and for
generations to
come.
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Construction to Begin
on Trail Improvements

The Greenway trail, which winds through the golf course, will be open throughout the
renovation, allowing walkers to complete a half-loop until improvements are finished.

Like the Greenway trail, the updated trail will have a new decomposed granite surface

with concrete edges and will be lined with attractive lighting.

This spring and summer, the pedestrian
trail in Hermann Park will undergo a
renovation to include widening, a new
decomposed granite surface with concrete
curbs, ravine bridge, lighting, and drainage.
Made possible by funding through a
federal program, the project will completely
transform the experience for walkers

and joggers in Hermann Park.

These improvements are part of
a multifaceted plan to increase
connectivity and accessibility

to and within the Park. One
earlier project which allowed
this phase of the overall plan

to take place was the pairing of
North and South MacGregor

The improved
pedestrian trail along
North MacGregor
will be constructed

on the site of the old
North MacGregor

roadbed, which was
once a carriage trail.

roads. The old North MacGregor
was removed, while the new
road was paved closer to its
parallel partner. The old road
bed, which was built on a historic
carriage trail and is shaded

by a canopy of mature Live Oak
trees, is being reclaimed for
pedestrian foot traffic. The

picturesque path, which winds
along the edge of the Hermann

Park Golf Course, will be widened up to

14 feet across and will provide a safer
atmosphere away from the busy street traffic.
In one spot where the old path was forced
by a ravine to curve toward the street, a new
bridge will be constructed so pedestrians
can walk over rather than around it.

The North MacGregor portion of the trail

is one segment of the entire two-mile trail
system set to receive a facelift thanks to the
federal funding, administered by the Texas
Department of Transportation. Construction
will take place on roughly half of the trail
route at a time, while the other half will
remain open. Park users will be able to

use the Greenway trail, which cuts through
the golf course, to complete the half-loop
during this time. The trail renovation will be
completed this summer and will open back
up to the public in its entirety.

More connectivity improvements on the way
include the Bill Coats Bike Bridge, which will
link bicycle and walking trails on both sides
of Brays Bayou, and a pedestrian underpass,
which will take walkers safely under North
and South MacGregor and onto the golf
course side of the Park.

www.hermannpark.org
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At the festive Hats in the Park
luncheon on March 8, Hermann
Park Conservancy honored

Ned Holmes as the recipient of
the Bob and Elyse Lanier Award.
Ned, a native Houstonian and
longtime friend of the Park, is
chairman and CEO of Holmes
Investments, Inc. In addition to
land development, construction,
and banking interests, he has
served on many public
commissions and charitable
boards. Currently a commissioner
of the Texas Department of
Transportation, Ned helped
advocate for the Commission’s
approval last fall of nearly $3
million in funding for the Grand
Gateway renovation, which will
transform Hermann Park’s historic
main entrance into one worthy
of its awe-inspiring interior.

When accepting the honor from Mayor
Annise Parker, Ned spoke fondly of the
time he spent in the Park with his family
during his youth. Like many children on
picnics in the Park, Ned enjoyed seeing
the ducks, and even went so far as to
ask his mother if he could bring one
home. Confident he would never be
able to chase one down, she gave him
permission to try—a decision he recalls
she promptly regretted when she saw
the duck in their car. (Fortunately for all,
she convinced him to release it!)

Doreen Stoller and 2011 Hats in the Park
honoree Ned S. Holmes

The ducks and migratory birds are,

of course, still cherished and beloved
creatures in Hermann Park. Though
we wouldn't encourage anyone to try
it, | would bet they are a little harder
to catch these days. Since Ned's
childhood, the "grand basin” where
ducks spend much of their time was
expanded to become the beautiful
eight-acre McGovern Lake, complete
with three islands—one reached by
Park visitors by foot bridge, and two
for migratory birds. The bird islands
are not accessible to pedestrians,
allowing our feathered friends to
have a home all to themselves where
they can thrive during their Hermann
Park stay.

Hermann Park is a joy to many children
and families. Ned's story is a great
example of how cherished memories
in the Park can last a lifetime. We

are humbled by Ned's continued
commitment to the Park and so
pleased to recognize him as our
luncheon honoree. Hats off to Ned!

See you in the Park!

e

Doreen Stoller
Executive Director

Mayor Parker recognizes Ned S. Holmes
as the 2011 Bob and Elyse Lanier Award

recipient at the luncheon.

Hats in the Park Luncheon

All gifts in honor of Ned S. Holmes,

honoree, and chairs Franci Crane and

Sandy Godfrey

$25,000-$49,999

Sheridan and John Eddie Williams —
In honor of Maurine Lively Pine

$10,000-$24,999

Franci Neely Crane

Sandy Godfrey

Kay and Ned Holmes

Kathrine G. McGovern/
McGovern Foundation

Sara and Bill Morgan

Bobbie Nau/Silver Eagle Distributors

$5,000-$9,999

Jana Arnoldy/Ann Short

CenterPoint Energy

Convention and Entertainment
Facilities Dept. (City of Houston)

Susie and Sanford Criner

Shirley and Jim Dannenbaum

Susan Fine/St. Luke's Episcopal
Hospital

Melanie Gray and Mark Wawro

Carolyn Roch Henneman

Linda Hunsaker

Carol and Neil Kelley

Kathryn Ketelsen/Karen Pinson

Memorial Hermann

Scurlock Foundation

Judy and Charles Tate

Phoebe Tudor

$1,000-$4,999

Andrews Kurth LLP

Scott J. Atlas Fund

Denise Bush Bahr

Susan and Jim Baker

Laura Bhatia

Donna Bruni

Christina Bryan

Bobbie and Tim Carey

Nataya Carter

Gracie Cavnar

Janet and Ernie Cockrell

Carolyn and Platt Davis

Clayton Erikson

Monica Eskridge

Patti and Richard Everett

Diane Lokey Farb

Cece and Mack Fowler

Ellie Francisco

Amy Grinstein

Erica W. Harris

Lauren Harrison

Hildebrand Fund

Marianne and Rob Jones

Shelley Kaplan

Elizabeth W. Kidd

Nancy G. Kinder

Annette and Mel Klein

Marilyn G. Lummis

Nancy Manne

Danielle H. Melton

Bonita Merrill

Ginni Mithoff

Denise Monteleone

Carrin F. Patman



Petrello Family Foundation
Alicia Raymond

Macey Reasoner

Beth Robertson

Carolyn Robertson

Lillie Robertson

Regina Rogers

Courtney Sarofim

Leslie and Shannon Sasser
Solace Southwick

Ellen Susman

Karen Susman

Brittney Tribble

Kim Tutcher

Mary Faye and Peter Way
Andrea and Bill White
Sallie Smith Wright
$500-$999

Shirley Bainter

Jay Baker

Laura Beckworth

Kathryn Berg

Gina and Devinder Bhatia
Sadie Gwin Blackburn
Karen Bradshaw

Pat Breen

Cathy Brock

Linda Broocks

Anne and Peter Brown

C. C. Conner

Mary D'Andrea —

In honor of Betty June Brown
Rania Daniel
Sara Dodd-Spickelmier
Jo Lynn and Gregg Falgout
Lela Gibbs
Celina Hellmund
Sis Johnson
Susan Keeton
Linda Kelly
Margaret Kripke
Elyse and Bob Lanier
Harriet Latimer
Ann Lents
Isabelle and Eric Mayer
Marcella Mayeur
Anne C. Mendelsohn
Eileen Moody
H. Joe Nelson Il
Vicki Rizzo
Mickey Rosmarin
Saks Fifth Avenue
Hinda Simon
Cassie B. Stinson
Doreen Stoller
Y. Ping Sun
Lois Y. Taber —

In honor of Carolyn Robertson
Becca Cason Thrash
Kathy Vermillion
$100-$499
Madeleine Appel
Karina Barbieri
Marion Barthelme and John Fort
Bergner & Johnson —

In honor of Dan Benson
Minnette Boesel

Terunobu Nakai Revisits
the Japanese Garden

Mr. Nakai animatedly explains his
plan for a new shrub bed inside the
Japanese Garden.

This February, Mr. Terunobu Nakai, esteemed
landscape architect, made his sixth visit to Her-
mann Park to continue his recommendations for
the improvement of the Japanese Garden. The
five-day visit focused primarily on maintenance,
with Mr. Nakai touring the interior of the Garden,
recommending appropriate plant material and
planting locations, drawing sketches, and super-
vising the planting of new trees.

Mr. Nakai met with White Oak Studio land-
scape architect Jim Patterson, who has long
been involved in fulfilling the Park’s master
plan objectives, to discuss improvements to
the Fannin side of the Park and explore the
possibility of installing a second pedestrian
gate into the Japanese Garden. A design charette

Valuable Volunteers

YES Prep students clear the pea
gravel in the Live Oak allée along
the Jones Reflection Pool.

Volunteers not only help keep the Park beauti-
ful, they aid conservation efforts within the Park.
Since the beginning of the Conservancy’s 2011
fiscal year last July, nearly 2,600 people have
contributed nearly 13,500 hours of service by
weeding, raking, planting trees, removing

Mr. Nakai
sketches his
design ideas
for a second
pedestrian
gate into the
Japanese
Garden.

took place during the visit, which resulted in
renderings of the potential gate, trail access, land-
scaping around the entry, and repositioning of
two service gates into the Garden. The concept,
which would be beneficial to those entering the
Park from the Rice University MetroRail stop, is still
under consideration.

Additionally, Mr. Nakai reviewed last year's main-
tenance "homework” and made suggestions for
the Parks Department staff regarding continued
Japanese-style maintenance of the plant material,
and additional design recommendations and
planting plans. With his expertise and guidance,
the maintenance team can continue to carry out
his vision moving forward.

invasive species, and growing native plants

to help restore natural areas within the Park.
The removal of weeds and invasive plants
contributes to the health and aesthetics of the
Park, as weeds and invasive species can take
up valuable space and nutrients from desired
plants. Removing these aggressive growers
takes time and many hands.

Thanks to the dedication of many volunteers,
the Park’s natural areas are able to thrive and
its manicured gardens continue to be beauti-
ful, photo-worthy sites for Houston families
and visitors. If interested in becoming a
Conservancy volunteer or bringing a volunteer
group, please contact Diane Kerr, volunteer
and educator coordinator, at 713-524-5876
ext. 332 or volunteer@hermannpark.org.



Al
IN the Park

No two were the same as
feathers, flowers, ruffles, and
ribbons adorned hats of every
style and color at the 4th
annual Hats in the Park luncheon
on Tuesday, March 8, 2011.
Nearly 300 guests enjoyed a
champagne reception and

a tented outdoor luncheon
overlooking the Hermann Park
Golf Course. Chairs Franci
Crane and Sandy Godfrey
hosted the elegant event,
which substantially exceeded
its fundraising goal.

T\

Hats literally flew in the air

as Mayor Annise Parker pre-
sented honoree Ned Holmes
with the 2011 Bob and Elyse
Lanier Award, in recognition of
his commitment to Hermann
Park. In addition to advocating
for a 4:1 match for Hermann
Park’s Grand Gateway project
from the Texas Department

of Transportation, Ned was so
impressed by the commitment
of the luncheon guests who
donated an additional $30,150
that he personally added
$5,000 toward the match.

With the conclusion of this fun
and festive spring highlight,
buzz is already building
around next year's event,
which will be chaired by
Donna Brunil

Thank you to the chairs and
to everyone who supported
this event, which raised vital
funding for ongoing efforts
to improve Hermann Park.

Photos by Priscilla Dickson Photography



1 Lee and chair Sandy Godfrey, chair Franci Crane, and Krystal Thompson 2 Laura Mitchell, Emily Covey, Kay and honoree
Ned Holmes, Heather Mitchell, and Erin Holmes 3 Kristen Nix, Sheridan Williams, and Lauren Clark 4 Jack and Ginger
Blanton and Kelli Blanton 5 Phoebe Tudor and Linda Hunsaker 6 Anna Dean, Ann Short, Clair Amonett, Jana
Arnoldy, Liz Scully, Lindley Arnoldy, Denise Monteleone, and Karen Bradshaw 7 Carolyn Henneman and Lynn
Guggolz 8 Lois Taber, Carolyn Robertson, Franna Litton, and Lynn Glazer 9 Cece Fowler and Sanford and Susie Criner
10 Mindy Hildebrand, Julie Moorhead, and Roxanne Neumann 11 Mayor Annise Parker 12 Cabrina Owsley, Lisa Sherrill,
Karen Rozzell, Debbie Dalton, Ellen Turner, Anita Brandstrader, Ann Moebius, and Gaye Kelsey 13 Kim Tutcher and
Ellie Francisco 14 Cissy Segall Davis and Council Member Wanda Adams 15 Y. Ping Sun and Cynthia Petrello
16 Lauren Harrison, Alicia Raymond, and Monica Eskridge 17 Gina Bhatia, Lindsey Love, and Mary D'Andrea

18 Bobbie Nau and Jeanie Kilroy 19 Guyla Pircher, Donna Bruni, Isabel David, and Lynn Wyatt 20 Nataya Carter and
Karen Susman 21 David Groover, Jim Nelson, and C. C. Conner




New Ways to Enjoy
Park Railroad

the Hermann
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Houston Chronicle

columnist Ken Hoffman
and his son Andrew
are the first to try out
the Engineer for a Day
program in March.

Hermann Park Railroad has delighted visitors young and
old for decades, and now there are more ways than ever
to enjoy one of Houston’s most popular attractions.

Engineer for a Day

The new Engineer for a Day program, intro-
duced by the Visitor Services department of
Hermann Park Conservancy (HPC), allows
train enthusiasts to experience a day in the
life of a Hermann Park Railroad engineer!
Participants work alongside an experienced
engineer, greeting visitors, blowing the
whistle, and even narrating the guided tour.
The Engineer for a Day package, $135 for
HPC members or $150 for non-members,
includes an engineer’s cap, train whistle,
bandana, name badge and certificate. For
an additional $50, a relative, parent, child, or
friend may tag along as Conductor for a Day.
This opportunity would be a perfect Father's
Day gift for the dad who has everything.

Birthday Parties and

Private Train Rides

Birthday party packages and private train
rides are also available through the Visitor
Services department. Near Kinder Station
and the pedal boat lagoon, a private space to
accommodate up to 30 children is available
for birthday parties or cocktail events.
Children’s tables and chairs, a special gift
for the birthday child, paper goods, and a
book of 10 train tickets are also provided in

the package, which starts
at $250 for two hours.
Private train rides around
the picturesque two-mile
track through the Park
can accommodate up

to 90 people, and can
be arranged for $270

for HPC members or
$300 for non-members.

Hermann Park
Conservancy's
Visitor Services

department is
now offering
birthday party
packages!

Member Benefits
In addition to exclusive
discounts on these opportunities, all
Conservancy members receive complimentary
Hermann Park Train and Pedal Boat tickets.
Members at the Conductor’s Circle level
($2,500) even receive a coveted unlimited
annual pass to ride the train and pedal
boats! The pass is good for the cardholder
and any one guest on the train or three
guests on a boat.

If you would like to take advantage of these
member benefits, please join Hermann Park
Conservancy at www.hermannpark.org.

To sign up to be an Engineer for a Day or
schedule a birthday party or private train ride,
please call Visitor Services at 713-526-2183.

Hats in the Park Luncheon
continued

$100-$499

Cam and Rod Canion
Bettie Cartwright

Tracy S. Connally

Louise and Denton Cooley
Joann Crassas

Isabel David

Jane Eifler

Zeina Fares

Martha Baxter Finger —

In honor of Quentin Baxter
Kerry Gerachis
Clare A. Glassell
Lynn Glazer — In honor of

Carolyn and Jimmy Robertson
Punkin Hecht
Lynn M. Herbert — In honor of

Susie and Sanford Criner
Leisa Holland-Nelson
Georgia R. Hsieh
Merle Hunsaker —

In honor of Linda Hunsaker
Marilyn Marshall Jones
Gaye Kelsey
Ann Kennedy
Lily Kooros
Sima Ladjevardian
Franna Litton —

In honor of Carolyn Robertson
Kathy Lord
Sultana Mangalji
Frances Marzio
Evelyn Thomas Nolen
Judy Nyquist
Susan Snider Osterberg
Pam and David Ott
Valerie Palmquist
Imogen S. Papadopoulos
Melinda and Mike Perrin
Bette Pesikoff
Elizabeth Rivera
The Southampton Group
Janet R. Spencer
Lois Stark
Johnny S. Steele

Gabriele and Heinrich Taegtmeyer

Tye P. Taft

Ginger Teague

Sharron Tomlin

Betty Tutor

Randa Weiner

Marion and Benjamin Wilcox
Margaret Alkek Williams

In Kind

13 Celsius

Houston Ballet

Houston Grand Opera
Jackson and Company

The New Nursery (Newton)
Something Special in Flowers
TPRB Advertising



Reforestation and
Maintenance
$25,000-$49,999

KBR, Inc.

$1,000-$4,999
ExxonMobil Corporation
Shell Oil Company

Volunteer Programs
$5,000-$9,999
IKEA Trading Service, Inc.

Garden Center

In Kind
United Airlines

Grand Gateway
$1,000-$4,999
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
Maryann and Scott Ingersoll
Billye's Mah Jongg buddies —

In memory of Billye J. Bowman

Japanese Garden
$500-$999

Kenneth Allsford

In Kind

Greenleaf Nursery Company

Tree Conservancy Fund

$100-$499
Stephanie and Edgar Larsen

Membership

Platinum ($500)

Leslie and William Coe
Marisue and George Tallichet
Gold ($250)

Suzanne and Brian Adams
David Archer

Sadie Gwin Blackburn

James Fiume

Elizabeth and Albert Kidd
Carol and Bob Miller
Gabriele and Heinrich Taegtmeyer
Kris and Jeffrey Tinkham —

In memory of Sally Gresham Tinkham

Silver ($100)

Mary E. Ainslie

Karina and Carlos Barbieri

Jane and Don Burney

Flo Crady

Joann and William Crassas
Diane and Lynn Dundee

Nan and Ed Earle

Fredrica and Bill Fester
Nanette and Jerry Finger
Elizabeth A. Germani

David K. Gibbs

Lisa and Stephen Greenberg
Aenne and James Hannon
Paula Hix

Houston Federation of Garden Clubs
Gwendolyn and Donald Howell
Marjorie and Palmer Hutcheson
Akino and Samuel King

lke Klein

Carla Knobloch

Evangeline and Peter Mackintosh
George Mitchell

Louise and Gary Moss

Karol and Dan Musher
Kitty Neuhaus

Mary Jo and Ronald Rapini
Carey C. Shuart

MA Startz and Andy Lang
David R. Swenson

Claire and Rick Thielke
Anita and Charles Weiner

Annual Fund/

General Contributions
$5,000-$9,999

Anne and Peter Brown —

Gifts in memory of Richard Caldwell,

Bill Coats, Matthew Roy Simmons,
Colin Kennedy, and Barry Simon
Kathy Hall
Phoebe and Bobby Tudor
$1,000-$4,999
The Samuels Foundation —
In memory of Erin Gregory Neale
$500-$999
BP Fabric of America Fund —
In memory of Sally Hoffecker
(Jeffery B. Robinson, Pamela T.
Robinson, and Philip N. Trumbly
Randi Faust and Carl Herman

$100-$499
Louise and Charles Berry
Judy and Elliott Bouillion
Bettie Cartwright —

In memory of Bill Coats
Toni Edwards
Andrea and David Faulkinberry
Susan Grantham
Demaris and Hank Hudspeth
Marley Lott — In honor of

Jim Murdaugh and Gary Smith
Wendy and Todd McLaughlin
Geoff Russell
Michele Thompson
In Kind
United Airlines

George Hermann Society
Genevieve Lykes Duncan

May Shelmire Duncan
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
David Langworthy

Jackie and Malcom Mazow
Terrylin G. Neale

Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette
John E. Walsh, Jr.

The George Hermann Society recognizes
donors who have provided for the future
of Hermann Park through bequests or life
income gifts to Hermann Park Conservancy.

The names listed above and on the pre-
ceding pages include donors who made
gifts or pledges of $100 or more between
January 1 and March 15, 2011, as well

as all Hats in the Park luncheon donors
and George Hermann Society members.
Please note that gifts to the Evening in the
Park gala will be recognized in the issue
immediately following the event.

In compliance with IRS standards, commit-
ments paid over time in installments are
recognized once in full at the time of the
pledge. Please contact the Conservancy

if we inadvertently have not included your
name or if you would like to be listed
differently in future listings.

Upcoming Events

Thursday, April 28

Jones Reflection Pool
Hermann Park

Chaired by Isabel David
and Judy Nyquist

Honoring Jay Baker
and Sanford Criner

Tickets from $500
Tables from $5,000

Purchase online at
www.hermannpark.org or call
713-524-5876 ext. 334.

Save the Date!

Thursday, May 19

Chaired by Kristy and Chris
Bradshaw and Christina and
Chris Transier

Evening in the Park honorees
Sanford Criner and Jay Baker

Saturday, November 5

Visit hermannpark.org for
up-to-date event details.

Keep up with the Conservancy on
Facebook and Twitter!

Find us at www.facebook.com/HermannPark

and www.twitter.com/HermannPark
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