
Barbara Jo Harwell, the 
Conservancy’s conservation 
director and arborist, attended 
a discussion this August 
facilitated by the Texas Forest 
Service, Houston Parks and 
Recreation Department 
(HPARD), and Trees for Houston 
to review efficient watering 
practices, best drought man-
agement and planting practices, 
symptoms of tree stress and 
damage, and more. The 
Conservancy is working with 
HPARD to monitor trees in 

the Park and provide the hands and 
equipment needed to get the trees 
through this tough time.

While water usage has been restricted 
by the City of Houston, supplemental 
allowable hand-controlled watering is 
being done seven days per week in 
Hermann Park utilizing a 1,600-gallon 
water tanker truck for mature trees, with 
special attention given to the historic Live 
Oaks along Main Street from Cambridge 
Street to the Mecom Fountain. Five 
hundred and 300-gallon water tanks are 
devoted to hand-watering the additional 
mature oaks and pines throughout the 
Park, while the Conservancy’s mainte-
nance staff members daily water trees 
planted last planting season with a 
50-gallon water tank mounted on the 
bed of their golf cart.

Continued on page 10
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Stressed out? Imagine being a tree in Hermann Park this summer. 
As the record-setting drought continues, the Conservancy faces its 
most daunting stewardship challenge to date. The heat and lack 
of rain will claim millions of trees throughout Houston, but with the 
help of committed partners and volunteers, the Conservancy is doing 
everything possible to control the drought’s effects in the Park.

Saving our Stressed Trees

A volunteer carries a 
bucket of water filled 
from McGovern Lake 
to refresh thirsty trees 
in the Park.

Derrick Jackson, HPC maintenance 
coordinator, hand-waters young trees 
during this summer’s exceptional 

Derrick Jackson, HPC maintenance 
coordinator, hand-waters young trees 
during this summer’s exceptional 



Nearly two decades ago, Jay helped 
spur international interest and community 
involvement in Hermann Park’s revitaliza-
tion with the idea for a design competi-
tion for the Heart of the Park—the iconic 
expanse from the Jones Reflection Pool 
to McGovern Lake. He was also an early 
proponent of a master plan to guide all 
renovations. As an architect and Hermann 
Park Conservancy projects committee 
member, Jay has helped oversee many of 
the Park’s award-winning improvements.

Sanford has also helped inspire interest 
and generosity toward the revitalization 
of Hermann Park. Just in recent years, he 
forged the Conservancy’s partnership 
with The Tiffany & Co. Foundation, which 
underwrote their elegant bridge in Lake 
Plaza, and was an advocate for the Texas 
Department of Transportation funding 
of the renovation of the Grand Gateway, 
the Park’s historic main entrance. Upon 
its completion, the Gateway will mark the 
latest milestone in the Park’s renaissance.

Jay and Sanford have meant much to 
Hermann Park, and the Park to them. 
They have spent countless hours at 
the Conservancy’s office in the historic 
golf clubhouse making and executing 
plans to improve the Park. Beyond the 
work accomplished there, the site holds 
personal significance. It was the scene of 
Sanford’s daughter Annie’s 21st birthday, 
as well as the setting of Jay’s daughter 
Annie’s first birthday party in 1991 and 
daughter Emily’s wedding reception in 
2010. They understand as well as anyone 
that Hermann Park is a cherished place 
for Houston families, and we are grateful 
to them for their dedication. Here’s to our 

“Princes of the Park”!

See you in the Park,

Doreen Stoller 
Executive Director

Princes of the Park 
Evening in the Park Gala
All gifts in honor of Jay Baker and 
Sanford Criner, honorees, and chairs 
Isabel David and Judy Nyquist
$25,000
Cherie and Jim Flores
Kathrine G. McGovern/ 

John P. McGovern Foundation
$10,000-$24,999
CB Richard Ellis
Lois Chiles and Richard Gilder
Anne and John Clutterbuck
Isabel and Danny David/ 

Judy and Scott Nyquist
Sara Dodd-Spickelmier and Keith D. 

Spickelmier/Ann and Mathew Wolf
Phoebe and Bobby Tudor
Sheridan and John Eddie Williams
$5,000-$9,999
Jane Anderson Curtis and Bill Curtis/

Curtis & Windham Architects
Baker Botts L.L.P.
Jay Baker
BaldridgeLandscape.com/ 

Dillon Kyle Architecture
Sadie Gwin Blackburn
Anne and Peter Brown/ 

Carolyn and James Robertson
Cathy and Paul Chapman/ 

Jill and Dunham Jewett
City of Houston Convention and 

Entertainment Facilities Dept./ 
Miller Theatre Advisory Board

Janet F. Clark
Susie and Sanford Criner
June Deadrick/CenterPoint Energy
Gayle and Mike DeGeurin
Jennifer and Lance Gilliam/ 

Gretchen and Andrew R. McFarland
Diana and Russell Hawkins
H-E-B
Hildebrand Fund
Christine and Gregg Hollenberg
JPMorgan Chase
Ann Kennedy and Geoffrey Walker
The Lionstone Group
June and Tommy Lott
Nancy Manderson - In honor of 

Bill Coats
Memorial Hermann
Betty and Steve Newton/ 

Leigh and Reggie Smith
Vivie and Chris O’Sullivan
Cabrina and Steven Owsley
Rowan Companies, Inc.
Ann and Don Short
The Southampton Group
Randa and K. C. Weiner
$2,000-$4,999
Chinhui and Eddie Allen
Jana and Scotty Arnoldy
Marion Barthelme and Jeff Fort
Gina and Devinder Bhatia
Antonia Caliboso and Jeff Shankman
Gracie and Bob Cavnar
Mary and Mark D’Andrea/ 

University Cancer Center
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The Conservancy depends on the generosity and talents of 
volunteer leaders to accomplish its mission. Jay Baker and 
Sanford Criner, past Conservancy board chairs and Park 
friends, have devoted many years to transforming Hermann 
Park into the jewel it is today. This spring, these best friends 
and good sports allowed the Conservancy to honor them as 
the “Princes of the Park” at the Evening in the Park gala. 

Sanford Criner, 
Doreen Stoller, 
and Jay Baker 
at Evening in 
the Park



Rod Danielson and Kelly DeHay
Marita and J. B. Fairbanks
Karen and Stephan Farber
Cece and Mack Fowler
Michele and Brent Friedman
Susan and Mike Garver - In memory of 

Bill Coats
Sandy and Lee Godfrey
Sis and Hasty Johnson
Susan and Richard Keeton
Sara and John Lindsey
Nancy and Erik Littlejohn
Ginni and Richard W. Mithoff, Jr.
Cynthia and Anthony Petrello
Leslie and Shannon Sasser
Barbara and Louis Sklar
Ileana and Michael Treviño
Karyl Van Tassel
John E. Walsh, Jr.
Sallie and Bob Wright
$1,000-$1,999
Martha Adger and James Madget
Anonymous
Natalye Appel and John Casbarian
Carol and Les Ballard
Karen and John Bradshaw
Robin and Richard Brooks
Donna and Robert Bruni
Franci and Jim Crane
Steve Dolman
Consuelo Duroc-Danner
Sally and Philip Edmundson
Kate and Steve Gibson
Gilbane Building Company
Jonathon Glus and Alton LaDay
Maureen and Geoff Goddard
Kay and Ned Holmes
Linda and Barry Hunsaker
Madeleine and Bill Hussey
Jerry Jeanmard
Josephine and Phil John
Kathleen and Mike Johnson
Sissy and Denny Kempner III
Margaret L. Kripke and Isaiah J. Fidler
Earl L. Lester, Jr.
Diann and Mike Lewter
Kate McConnico
Terrylin Neale and Dick Dalton
H. Joe Nelson III
Barb and Will Noel
Louisa and Chris Ordway
Beth and Jim Patterson
Dean Putterman
Kim and Chris Reichert
Michael G. Rudelson
Saks Fifth Avenue
Cathryn and Doug Selman
Louis H. Skidmore, Jr.
William F. Stern
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette
Tye and Philip Taft
Kim and Dan Tutcher
Karen and Wil Uecker
L. Burke Windham III
Lorraine and Ed Wulfe
Lynn and Oscar Wyatt
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Welcome to 
the newest 

members of 
the HPC board 

of directors!

1. 
Devinder S. Bhatia, M.D., 
is a cardiovascular surgeon in the 
Greater Houston area who has 
lived here for 12 years along with 
his wife, Gina, and their three 
children. He is often sought out 
by local television news stations 
to provide medical commentary 
on current medical issues in the 
press. Devinder sits on multiple 
boards and is extremely involved 
in charitable organizations local 
and national. He looks forward to 
his commitment to help preserve 
Hermann Park.

2. 
Franci Crane is an ardent 
advocate of the arts in Houston 
and was a founder of the Cinema 
Arts Festival Houston. Franci 
serves on a number of nonprofit 
boards, and she enthusiastically 
co-chaired the Hats in the Park 
luncheon benefiting the 
Conservancy last spring. 
She honed her advocacy skills 
as a partner at the law firm 
Susman Godfrey, where she 
practiced for more than twenty 
years. While based in Houston, 
she and her husband, Jim, 
and their three grown children 
enjoy spending time in 
Nantucket, MA.

3.  
Cece Fowler has lived in 
Houston for almost 35 years 
and has served on the boards 
of many nonprofit organizations. 
Though she is now retired, 
much of her career was focused 
on nonprofit governance and  
fundraising. Currently she spends 
her time serving organizations 
in Houston, Washington, DC, 
and Nantucket, MA. She and her 
husband, Mack, have two grown 
children.  

4.  
David Lummis, a returning 
board member, has been 
a faithful friend of the Conser-
vancy since its inception. He 
is co-founder and president of 
the Houston Trust Company, 
a private trust and investment 
management company. 
David and his wife, Susan, 
have three children. A native 
Houstonian, his family has 
strong ties to the Park through 
his grandfathers, both doctors. 
One was medical chief of staff 
at Methodist Hospital while 
the other was the longest 
serving medical chief of 
staff at Hermann Hospital. 
They greatly valued the 
resources neighboring 
Hermann Park provided and 
instilled that appreciation 
in future generations.

5.  
Marcus B. Smith 
is Vice President of Business 
Development at Smith Graham 
& Co, an institutional invest-
ment money manager. As a 
native Houstonian, he grew up 
near Hermann Park enjoying 
Miller Outdoor Theatre and 
holiday barbecues at the Park. 
He continues to reside in the 
neighborhood today and 
makes multiple visits a week 
to the Park with his wife, Heidi, 
and son, Parker.

The Conservancy Welcomes 
New Board Members

1

2

3

4

5

Priscilla D
ickson

Priscilla D
ickson

A
nthony Rathbun

Priscilla D
ickson



$500-$999
Annie Amante
Denise and Philip Bahr
Kristy and Chris Bradshaw
Jo Casady
William Caudell
Jackson Chang
Kara and Ray Childress
Audrey and Brandon Cochran
Debra and Stephen Costello
Ritsuko and James Cox
Beverly Davis and Michael Pullara
Thomas Downing
Katie Flaherty
Helen Winkler Fosdick
Greg Fourticq
Ellie and Michael Francisco
Terri and John Havens
Molly and Ford Hubbard
Fredericka Hunter and Ian Glennie
Noelle and Davis Jahncke
Molly and Hugh Rice Kelly
Wendy and Mavis Kelsey
Christine Y. Liang
Holly Moore
Kathleen O’Reilly and Kyle D. Smith
Valerie Palmquist Dieterich and 

Tracy Dieterich
John E. (Sandy) Parkerson
Gary Pittman
J. Randall Powers
Kenny Rogers
Mickey Rosmarin
Evelyn and Kevin Shanley
Hinda Simon
Kimberly and David Sterling
Beth and Joe Weikerth
Marion and Benjamin Wilcox
Isabel B. and Wallace S. Wilson
J. David Wright
$100-$499
Beth and Jeffrey Abel
Elizabeth Abraham
Hailey and Brent Bechtol
Divya and Chris Brown
Logan Browning
Michael Caddell
Elizabeth and Brady Carruth
Paul D. Charles
Jodi and Douglas Cross
Hildita and Greg Curran
Ginger and Michael DeGeurin
Jane and Gus Eifler
Greg Elliott
Richard Flowers
Mary and Robert Frappier
Eleanor and Daniel Gilbane
Greg Hatfield
Paul Heim
Lauren Joines
Lisa and Sanjay Kalavar
Vivek Kushwaha
Sara and Jim Ledbetter
Sandra and Jerome Lewis
Jennifer and Todd Litton
Kathy Lord
Gay and Ronald Lott
Marley Lott
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The Hermann Park 
Railroad has been 
a beloved part of 
the Hermann Park 
experience for more 
than 50 years. Thanks 
to the Conservancy, 
it’s an experience that 
keeps improving!

The Visitor Services department of the 
Conservancy is continually enhancing the 
rider experience on the Hermann Park 
Railroad. Thanks to a new, professionally 
recorded narration, visitors can learn about 
the many sights and happenings in the Park 
as they take the scenic two-mile ride. The 
narration even includes a welcome by Mayor 
Annise Parker, who can be heard sharing her 
favorite memories of Hermann Park. The 
Conservancy owes a big thanks to Mayor 
Parker for her contribution and to Luke 
Wrobel, who is currently performing at 
The Music Box Theatre, for providing the 
voice of Hermann Park Railroad.

The Conservancy has also developed a new 
benefit for its members who enjoy riding the 
train—the Member Express Line! Only for 
members of Hermann Park Conservancy, the 
special boarding line, available on weekends 
and holidays, reduces the wait and gives 
members their first choice of those coveted 
seats. If you are a member, simply give your 
name to the Visitor Services team member at 
the ticket podium, where a membership list 
is kept. As an added benefit, Conservancy 
members can ride the train for free on the 
second Saturday of every month from 9am 
to 10am.

Not sure if you are a Conservancy member 
or if your membership has expired? Please 
email membership@hermannpark.org 
or call 713-524-5876.

Hermann Park Railroad Keeps 
Getting Better

For Hermann Park 
Railroad hours and 

information, please check 
www.hermannpark.org 
or call Visitor Services at 

713-526-2183.

Conservancy members get the red carpet 
treatment at Kinder Station thanks to the new 
Member Express Line, available on weekends 
and holidays.

A happy family 
prepares for a ride 
on the Hermann 
Park Railroad.



Ghent Lummis
Alison Malkhassian
Nichelle and Jason McLemore
Paula and Henry Mentz
Nyanza and Erik Moore
Vance Muse and Carl Palazzolo
Ben Patton
Mary Tere and Ricardo Perusquia
Alicia and Shawn Raymond
Emily Baker Ries and Keith Ries
Thanh Roettele
Anne and Joe Romano
Karen and Scott Rozzell
Vanessa and Tony Sanchez
Susan Schwaitzberg and Ron Misrack
Ed Smith
Terry and Thomas Smith
Laura Spanjian
Johnny Steele
Edie Stewart
Gabriele and Heinrich Taegtmeyer
Michael Torres
Lea Weingarten
Anne Whitlock and Michael Skelly
Jenny Yang
In Kind
13 Celsius
A Fare Extraordinaire
Bergner & Johnson
Charles Clark/Ibiza Food and Wine Bar
Clearpoint Model Yacht Club
Gulf Coast Entertainment
Kuhl-Linscomb
LD Systems
Maggi Jones Public Relations
Mary Nichols
The New Nursery (Newton)
New Artisan Spirits (ROXOR)
Sprinkles Cupcakes
TPRB Advertising
United Airlines
Ermenegildo Zegna Houston Boutique

Hats in the Park Luncheon
$100-$499
Heather Mitchell - In honor of 

Ned Holmes
Lynn Swanson - In honor of 

Linda Hunsaker’s Birthday

Centennial Campaign
$100-$499
Anna Pearl Barrett

Grand Gateway
$100,000-$499,999
The Cullen Foundation
June and Tommy Lott
$10,000-$24,999
Robin and Richard Brooks - In memory 

of Bill Coats
$1,000-$4,999
Bedelle S. Langdale - In memory of 

Billye J. Bowman

Japanese Garden
$1,000-$4,999
Japan Business Association of Houston
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Run in the Park on November 5th

Last year, the 
Park to Park Run 
moved to the fall 
and enjoyed great 
success. This year, 
runners and walkers 
can expect other 

exciting changes. Thanks to the major trail 
improvements currently underway, the Run 
will be held 100% inside Hermann Park on 
Saturday, November 5, 2011, and has been 
renamed Run in the Park!

Hosting the Run entirely in the Park will 
allow the Conservancy to showcase the 
hard work that has been put into this 
beautiful Park over the years. The trail 
loop renovation, which began in spring 
2011, will be officially unveiled at the event. 
Runners and walkers will be delighted to 
see the improvements, which include new 
lighting, rerouting the path where it was 
previously closer to the roadway, and a 
wider decomposed granite surface with 
concrete edges. 

Run in the Park will consist of a Five Mile 
Run, Two Mile Family Walk, 1K Kids’ Run, 
and a great Post Race Party. Please note 
that the five-mile event is the only event 
that is timed. This year, participants also have 
the option of signing up for the two-mile 
event as a family, allowing up to four people 
to be registered for only $50.  

Mindy Campbell, Run coordinator, has 
been busy preparing some fantastic 
awards for the five-mile winners. This year, 
in place of trophies, the Conservancy will 
award gift certificates encouraging healthy 
and active lifestyles.

Proceeds support Hermann Park Conservancy, 
so please sign up, start a fundraising page, 
and encourage friends to participate! 
Visit www.hermannpark.org to register and 
learn more.

The Run also offers many corporate 
sponsorship opportunities, which include 
significant exposure in addition to helping 
an important cause. Please contact Mindy 
at mcampbell@hermannpark.org or 
713-524-5876 ext. 333 for details. 

The 1K Kids’ Run 
through the Park will 
return on November 5. 
Sign up your family 
and come enjoy this 
community celebration.

The renovated Hermann Park trail, which is now 
partially completed and is receiving rave reviews, 
will officially open at Run in the Park.

The renovated Hermann Park trail, which is now 
partially completed and is receiving rave reviews, 
will officially open at Run in the Park.
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Thanks to amazing chairs 
Isabel David and Judy Nyquist, 
the 2011 Evening in the Park 
gala on April 28 was a smash-
ing success, raising nearly 
$416,000 for Hermann Park. 
The al-fresco evening gave 
the sell-out crowd of 500 an 
opportunity to see the Park 
at dusk and marvel at the 
beautiful setting. Much of 
the Park’s renaissance is due 
to honorees Jay Baker and 
Sanford Criner, deemed the 
“Princes of the Park,” who 
were crowned and toasted 
for their years of dedication 
and service.

The debut of ROXOR artisan 
gin, conceived by former 
Conservancy board chair Don 
Short and Robert Del Grande, 
created a stir of excitement 
at the event, while the luxury 
raffle prizes led to record-
breaking ticket proceeds. 
Guests enjoyed a delicious 
dinner by A Fare Extraordinaire 
in the glowing tent beside 
McGovern Lake followed by 
dancing under the stars to 
the tunes of The Quebe 
Sisters Band.

Thank you to everyone 
who supported this event, 
which will keep the 
Conservancy’s operations 
running strong.

Photos by Priscilla Dickson Photography
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1 Danny and chair Isabel David and chair Judy Nyquist and Jake Nyquist 2 Emily Baker Ries, honoree Jay Baker, 
and Annie Baker 3 Susie and honoree Sanford Criner 4 Phoebe Tudor and Ann Kennedy 5 Betty Newton, 
Jane Anderson Curtis and Cabrina Owsley 6 Noelle and Davis Jahncke 7 Mary and Marcellus Barone 
8 Devinder and Gina Bhatia 9 Nancy Manderson and Kathy Cambor 10 Gayle DeGeurin and Robin and 
Dick Brooks 11 Ann and Don Short 12 John Eddie and Sheridan Williams 13 Scott Newmyer, June Deadrick, 
and Karen and Scott Rozzell 14 Josephine and Phil John 15 Michael Treviño and Ellie Francisco 
16 Mary and Mark D’Andrea 17 Donna Harvison and Michael Torres 18 Chris and Kim Reichert 
19 Jason and Nichelle McLemore 20 Anne and John Clutterbuck 21 June and Tommy Lott



Rotary Grove
$500-$999
River Oaks Rotary Charitable Trust - 

In memory of Bob Sides

Plant a Tree
$1,000
Gilbane Building Company - 

In memory of Bill Coats
$250
Barbara Devore, Pamela Promecene, 

and Karen Schneider - In memory of 
Caroline Marie Bourgeois from the 
OB/GYN residents

The House Family - 
In memory of Kersti C. Anderson

Kitty and Peter Quinn - 
In memory of Billy Ray Dickerson

Kitty and Peter Quinn - 
In memory of Sam Gonzales

Jennifer and Newton Wilson - 
In honor of Linda Hunsaker

Volunteer Programs
$500-$999
ExxonMobil Foundation
In Kind
CenterPoint Energy

Tree Conservancy Fund
$500-$999
Suzanne and Peter Day - 

In memory of Mark Folkes

Garden Conservancy Fund
$100-$499
Sandy and Lee Godfrey - 

In memory of Margaret Wilson Short

Urban Green
$1,000-$4,999
Momentum Audi
$500-$999
Kristy and Chris Bradshaw
Frank Breazeale
Avery Burns
Chris Canonico
Sophia Ewalt
Elizabeth Glassell
Michael and Dash Lane
$100-$499
Farhana Ahmed
Lindsey and Guy Brown
Lauren Clark
Lesley and Earl Correll
Lindsay M. Dalmolin
Schuyler Evans
David King
Jesse Robert Krynak
Lauren and James LaFleur
Gabe Lerner
Justin Marlles
Jordan Marye
Brett McDanald
James Phelan
Vanessa Tijerina
Christine and Chris Transier
U.S. Capital Advisors LLC
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Urban Green, Hermann Park Conservancy’s 
young professionals’ group, continues to 
attract new supporters to the cause. The 
Conservancy is grateful to Annie Criner, 
past chair, who helped build the group’s 
success over the last two years, and 
welcomes new chair Brittany Sakowitz!

Brittany and the Urban Green steering 
committee are already planning an exciting 
fall, following the success of Urban Green’s 
spring event, Caddyshack: Gophers on the 
Green, on May 19. Chaired by Kristy and 
Chris Bradshaw and Christine and Chris 
Transier, the event drew over 300 young 
professionals to the Historic Clubhouse 
to join the fun in the name of Hermann 
Park. Thanks to their hard work, the 
event raised a record-breaking $21,000 
for the Conservancy!

The crowd fully embraced the “country 
club chic or gaudy golfer” suggested 
attire for the evening, while Butter Catering 
helped pull everything together to present 
a fun and memorable experience. Partygoers 
enjoyed mint juleps, Arnold Palmer-inspired 
cocktails, and Saint Arnold beer, as well as 
Raising Cane’s chicken fingers, pizza, and 
tasty selections by Rice Epicurean Markets.

Thanks to DJ MAV and his protégé DJ 
M-CUE, guests danced the night away, 
pausing occasionally to pose for pictures 
with friends in the SmileBooth or bid on 
fabulous silent auction packages. As the 
event drew to a close, the group headed 
to Antique, host of the official after-party.

On the heels of this fabulous event came 
Mixers on the Map with Urban Green 
on August 16, hosted by CultureMap at 
Canopy. Over 200 young Park supporters 
gathered at the event, where donations were 
collected to help the trees in Hermann Park 
make it through the drought.

Mark your calendars for Urban Green’s 
fall event, The Green Gatsby, on the stage 
of Miller Outdoor Theatre on Thursday, 
November 17. The 1920s-themed event will 
be chaired by Lindley Arnoldy, Georgea 
Pappas, Elizabeth Spradling, and Annina 
Stefanelli. Zimm’s Little Deck will host a 
kick-off event on Wednesday, October 26.

Interested in becoming an Urban Green 
member? Learn more at: 
www.hermannpark.org/urban_green.php.

Urban Green 

Chairs Chris and Kristy Bradshaw 
and Christine and Chris Transier

Photos by D
igital A

lchem
y Photography

Marc Eichenbaum 
and Michele Leal

Chris and Divya Brown Andrae Turner 
and Kristen Welsh



In Kind
A&A Airport Transportation
America’s/Michael Cordua Events
Mike Angel
Armenta
Beck’s Prime
Bellaire Yoga Center
Benjy’s in the Village
BenMaru
Branchwater Tavern
Brennan’s of Houston
Britton Sudduth Clothier
Guy Brown and Anvil
Butter Catering
Canopy and Shade Restaurants
Crowley Signs
CultureMap
Owen Daniels
Digital Alchemy Photography
DJ MAV
The Do Bar
Mary Elizabeth Donovan
Elaine Turner
Fit Athletic
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse and 

Wine Bar - River Oaks
Four Seasons Hotel Austin
Galleria Tennis and Athletic Club
Hamilton Shirt Company
A Healing Collective
Hilton Houston Plaza/Medical Center
Hotel Sorella
Hotel ZaZa Houston
Houston Ballet
Houston Zoo, Inc.
The Houstonian Hotel, Club, and Spa
Ice Occasions
Korcula
Last Concert Cafe
Lucky Strike Lanes and Lounge - 

Houston
Main Street Theatre
Maker’s Mark
Mosaic on Hermann Park
Muse
Mary Nichols
Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers
Red Room
Republic National Distributing 

Company LLC
Rice Epicurean Markets
Saint Arnold Brewing Co.
Edward Sanchez
Sarah Tucker Makeup Artist
Joe Shaughnessy
Smilebooth
Splash Hand Car Wash & Detail
Sweet Lola
Swift + Company
Third Coast Rods
Tootsies
TQLA
Uchi and Uchiko
The Upper Hand
Vintage Lounge/Antique
W Austin
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Happy Birthday, 
George Hermann!

The George Hermann Society 

Celeste is 
on her way 
to victory as 
a coloring 
contest 
winner!

Susan Schwaitzberg, Conser-
vancy volunteer, recruited new 
members at the community 
celebration.

On August 6, 2011, the 
Conservancy invited the com-
munity to join in a celebration 
of George Hermann’s 168th 
birthday in Kinder Station. 
Conservancy members 
enjoyed free early morning 
train rides on the Hermann 
Park Railroad and compli-
mentary breakfast snacks. 
The public event, which lasted 
from 10am to 2pm, included 
free activities for children, 
including a coloring contest 
and face painting.

Rarely discounted, children got to ride 
the Hermann Park Railroad for a reduced 
price of $1.68 in honor of the occasion. 

MMM…Cupcake, the popular mobile cup-
cake truck, supported the event by offering 
its gourmet cupcakes for the special price of 
$1.68 as well. Hundreds of people came out 
to participate in the event, which convinced 
several visitors to become Conservancy 
members! Thanks to membership volunteer 
Susan Schwaitzberg who led the membership 
drive, which was the most successful to date!

As you plan for the 
future, please consider 
helping the long term 
vision for Hermann Park 

by making a planned gift 
to the Conservancy. 

Join the George 
Hermann Society, 
the Conservancy’s 
planned giving 
program, and 
help ensure that 
Hermann Park 
will be a treasured 
part of family 
memories for future 
generations.

The George Hermann 
Society recognizes 
donors who have 
provided for the 

future of Hermann Park 

through bequests or other planned gifts to 
Hermann Park Conservancy. Bequests 
can be directed to a project or program, 
but may also be placed into one of four 
endowment funds so the income can fund 
the care of the trees, gardens, and natural 
habitats in the Park in perpetuity. Help us 
celebrate Hermann Park’s centennial in 
2014 by becoming part of its future!  

If you are interested in becoming a 
member of the George Hermann Society, 
please contact Meghan Miller, director of 
development, at 713-524-5876 ext. 339 
or mmiller@hermannpark.org. If you have 
already arranged to make a planned gift 
to the Conservancy, please let us know so 
we may recognize your support.

George Hermann had a vision for Houston’s future when he gifted 
the City of Houston a substantial tract of land for a major urban park 
in 1914. For nearly a century now, generations of Houstonians have 
enjoyed this priceless green oasis in the heart of the city. With your help, 
it will continue to serve the community for another hundred years.

Kasey M
arsh
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Membership
Platinum ($500-$2,499)
Lee and Bob Ardell
Kathryn and David Berg
Elizabeth A. Germani
G.G. Hsieh and Mark Hausknecht
Dr. and Mrs. William W. Ishee, Jr.
Mary and Brian Rollins
Lucie Wray Todd
Cheryl and James Watson
Lea Weingarten
Sallie and Bob Wright
Gold ($250)
Anonymous
Mary and Marcel Barone
Susan and Major Bradshaw
Frances and Oskar Cerbins
Connie and Bill Cox
Susan and Mike Garver
Annie and Bob Graham
Edna Gonzalez Houston
Demetra C. Jones
Dana and Neil Kelly
Antoinette and Joseph Listengart
Melinda Muse
Judy and Jim Nicklos
Pam and Jim Pool
Kitty and Peter Quinn
Betsy Strauch and Lonnie Hoogeboom
Shari and Gary Winston
Silver ($100)
James S. Alley, Jr.
Anonymous
Madeleine and Michael Appel
Sherry Applewhite
Kristi Beer and Steve Redding
Louise and Charles Berry
Minnette and Peter Boesel
Nancy and Patton Breland
Don Brenner
Shirley and David Brightwell
Lee and Ted Brown
Jane and Don Burney
Ginny and Bill Camfield
Karen and C. E. Cantrell
Patricia E. Caver and William H. Gilbert
C. J. Chambers
Marilyn and Larry Chapman, Jr.
Lynn and Ken Dahlberg
Francoise and Ed Djerejian
Steve Dolman
Peggy and Bert DuPont
Susan M. Edwards
Andrea and David Faulkinberry
Stephen Fox
Alice Gates
Karen and Larry George
Michael B. Good
Lisa and Stephen Greenberg
Shannon Buggs Harrison
Shelby Hodge and Shafik Rifaat
Monika Hraby and Denys Thorez
Olive and Lynn N. Hughes - 

In honor of Sanford W. Criner
Ann Marie Johnson and R. Davis Maxey
Marianne and Rob Jones
Ivy L. Koteras 

Under the guidance of Diane Kerr, 
manager of volunteer programs, many 
volunteers have come to lend a hand. 
From college students on their summer 
break to children with their parents, 
volunteers have formed bucket brigades 
to water the saplings located mostly in the 
natural areas of the Park. The residents of 
the Spires condominium along Holcombe 
Boulevard have organized a commendable 
effort to drag water hoses to water the 
22 trees transplanted as a result of the 
Brays Bayou renovation. 

Hermann Park friends Laurie and Reed 
Morian recently stepped up to lead a 
Save Our Stressed Trees campaign. 

Donations will support the ongoing rental 
of one of the water tanks and vital tree 
treatments, particularly for the Park’s 
historic Live Oaks, this fall. Tree care 
procedures such as root zone aeration 
and biological treatment applications 
will be utilized to improve the soil that 
nourishes these valuable oaks.

The Conservancy is most grateful for the 
Morians’ effort and to the response from 
the community. Donations to Save Our 
Stressed Trees are still being accepted 
online at www.hermannpark.org and 
by mail. Together we will protect these 
priceless treasures so they may provide 
shade and tranquility to future generations.

The Conservancy was very fortunate this year 
to have been awarded funding from Shell Oil 
Company and the ExxonMobil Community 
Summer Jobs Program for two very capable 
interns, Alexandra Scarborough and Dean 
Russell Mertens. Alix, an urban planning 
junior at Texas State University in San Marcos, 
and Russell, a structural engineering senior 
at University of Houston Downtown, worked 
hard this summer updating the Hermann 
Park maintenance study that was originally 
developed in September 2002 by Ukeles 
Associates, Inc. and ETM Associates, L.L.C. 
Since much has changed in Hermann Park 
since 2002, this update has been crucial to 
understanding the maintenance needs of 
the Park today.

Specifically, Alix and 
Russell realigned the 
boundaries of the 12 
zones that make up 
the Park to reflect the 
changes that have 
occurred within each 
zone. This revision 
serves as a basis for 
development of a 
Park-wide mainte-
nance plan covering 
all aspects of main-
tenance including 
reforestation programs, turf care, horticulture 
and irrigation, trash removal, hardscapes, 
structures, and furnishings.

In addition to this project, Alix and Russell 
updated the Park’s tree inventory to reflect 
changes over the past year. Using a hand-
held GPS device and ArcView mapping 
software, they recorded the locations of trees 
that have been planted since last summer. 
This new comprehensive map has already 
proved enormously beneficial as it has 
helped the Conservancy maintenance staff 
note where to concentrate watering efforts 
during this dry season.

Alix Scarborough

Russell Mertens

Saving our Stressed Trees 	 continued from page 1
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Alicia Kowalchuk and 
Benjamin Saldana

Quin D. Kroll, Jr.
Leslie and Tom Kutac
The Lednicky Family
Polly Lewis and Michael Pierson
Candace W. MacMahon
Shannon and James Mann
Marie and Stewart Masterson
Marlies and Larry Meeker
Karol and Dan Musher
David Newton and Billy Merryman
Michol O’Connor
Kay and Robert Onstead
JoAnn Peeks and Allan Ring
Eula and Levi Perry
Theola Petteway
Mary Ann H. Phillips
Susan and Brad Raffle
Meredith and Mike Reynolds
Dale A. Rudick
Sadako Sakashita and John Stroehlein
Barrie Scardino
Victoria and William Schull
Len D. Slusser
Cynthia and Allan Tang
Susan and Leonard Teich
Nancy and Peter Thompson
Kristine and Stephen Wallace
Maggie and David Williams
Jennifer and Newton Wilson
Brian Witt
J. David Wright
Amber and Byron York
Linda and Richard Zoll

General Contributions/ 
Annual Fund
$25,000
The George and Mary Josephine 

Hamman Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
CenterPoint Energy
Leslie and William Coe - In memory of 

Nancy Ayres Berry and Robert S. Coe 
and Jeanette and Frederick Clarke

Harriet and Joe Foster Foundation -  
In memory of Harry Dorman

$1,000-$4,999
Sadie Gwin Blackburn
Kay and Al Ebert
Ray C. Fish Foundation
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
Christine Y. Liang
Marilyn G. Lummis
Mr. and Mrs. William Lummis
Laurie and Reed Morian
Laura and Michael Puzio
Bobbie and Vic Samuels - 

In memory of Erin Gregory Neale
Dorothy Carsey Sumner

$500-$999
Anonymous - In memory of 

Patrick Donovan
Karen and Charlie Baughn
Kathryn and David Berg
Leslie Barry Davidson - In memory of 

Patrick Ross Davidson, Jr.

Nancy and Pete Etheridge

$100-$499
Ann and James Allison
Sarah and Bradley Bracewell
Donna and Max Buja
Irma and Louis Bujnoch
John D. Carrara, Jr.
Laura Clyburn and Brad McWilliams - 

In honor of Kathleen and 
Mike Johnson

Anne and Stephen Farish
Helen and Jose Flores
Rachel and Bud Frazier
Elizabeth and Rogers Herndon
Marjorie G. Horning
Linda and Barry Hunsaker
Marjorie and Palmer Hutcheson - 

In honor of Sallie and Bob Wright
Sis and Hasty Johnson - 

In memory of Bill Coats
Jerome Kaplan
Dan A. King
Barbara C. Kyse
Cecilia and Peter Ludwig
Made in the Shade
Kay and Clark Martin
Midori and Akihiro Mochizuki
Esther and Gary Polland
Gerard Pugil
David W. Robinson
Carol and William Simmons
Christine and David Underwood
Paula O’Neill-Weedon and 

Waland Weedon
Lois and Steve Zamora
In Kind
Vitaminwater
In memory of Zoey Rose Castro
Anonymous
Mary F. Baker
Matthew, Amber, and Lillian Baker
Brian Castro
Van Ngo and Terrence Hurley
Katherine and David Scharer
Christopher Ward

George Hermann Society
Genevieve Lykes Duncan
May Shelmire Duncan
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
David Langworthy
Jackie and Malcom Mazow
Terrylin G. Neale
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette
John E. Walsh, Jr.

The George Hermann Society recognizes 
donors who have provided for the future 
of Hermann Park through bequests or life 
income gifts to Hermann Park Conservancy.

The names listed above and on the 
preceding pages include donors who 
made gifts or pledges of $100 or more 
between March 16 and August 31, 2011, 
as well as all Evening in the Park donors 
and George Hermann Society members. 
In compliance with IRS standards, commit-
ments paid over time in installments are 
recognized once in full at the time of the 
pledge. Please contact the Conservancy 
if we inadvertently have not included 

Keep up with the Conservancy on 
Facebook and Twitter!
Find us at www.facebook.com/HermannPark 
and www.twitter.com/HermannPark

Upcoming 
Events

Run in the Park 
Saturday, November 5, 2011 
in Hermann Park
5 Mile Run, 2 Mile Family Walk, 
and 1K Kids’ Run

Registration starts at $25 for 
adults, $10 for kids

Urban Green’s 
Green Gatsby
Thursday, November 17 
at Miller Outdoor Theatre
Chaired by Lindley Arnoldy, 
Georgea Pappas, Elizabeth 
Spradling, and Annina Stefanelli

$35 or $25 for members

Hats in the Park 
Luncheon
Tuesday, March 6, 2012 
at the Historic Clubhouse
Chaired by Donna Bruni

Honoring Ernest H. Cockrell

Tickets from $250; 
Tables from $5,000

Evening in the Park 
Gala
Wednesday, April 25, 2012 
in the Heart of the Park
Chaired by Susan Krohn and 
Patrick Gehm, Ileana and 
Michael Treviño

Honoring Rice University

Tickets from $500; 
Tables from $5,000

Student Performance 
Series
The 2nd Annual Student 
Performances in the Park 
series begins this fall! Check 
www.hermannpark.org for a list 
of upcoming performances by 
Houston area students. They 
are all free of charge and take 
place in Lake Plaza between 
Kinder Station and the 
Houston Zoo.

Second Saturdays
Members of Hermann Park 
Conservancy are welcome to ride 
the Hermann Park Railroad for free 
from 9am to 10am on the second 
Saturday of every month!

Visit 
www.hermannpark.org 
for up-to-date 
event details.
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Chair 
Ann Kennedy

Executive Committee
Jay Baker
Sanford W. Criner, Jr.
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Steve Dolman
Cece Fowler
Gregg Hollenberg
Margaret L. Kripke, Ph.D.
Diann L. Lewter
Terrylin G. Neale
Gary Kenneth Porter
Brian Rollins
Cassie B. Stinson
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Devinder Bhatia, M.D.
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Ellie Francisco
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David R. Lummis
Kunio Minami
H. Joe Nelson III
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Marcus Smith
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John E. Walsh, Jr.
Joe Weikerth
Dan Wolterman
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Ex-Officio
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Rick Dewees
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Advisory Board
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Richard L. Brooks
Donna Buja

John D. Burns
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H. Mallory Caldwell
Anne Carl
Jo A. Casady
Jackson Chang
Annie Criner
Davetta Daniels, Ed.D.
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Scott Dorfman, M.D.
Thomas Downing
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Lana C. Edwards, M.Ed.
Charlene Evans, Ph.D.
Stephanie Fox
J. Kent Friedman
Lainie Gordon
Amy Grinstein
Terri Havens
Leisa Holland-Nelson
Molly Hubbard
Barbara R. Hurwitz
Susan Keeton
Christopher Lykes Knapp
David Krentz
Shannon Langrand
Elyse Lanier
Rashena Lindsay Flagg
Kathy Lord
Marley Lott
Tommy Lott
James Lykes
Nancy R. Manderson

Jackie Wolens Mazow
Anne C. Mendelsohn
Kenneth A. Moffet
Vance Muse
Warren R. Nicholson
Judy Nyquist
Kathleen L. O’Reilly P.G.
Roz Pactor
Valerie Palmquist 		
	 Dieterich
Dean Putterman
Linsay Radcliffe
Glen Ragland
Shafik Rifaat
James L. Robertson
David W. Robinson, AIA
Michael E. Rome
Brittany A. Sakowitz
DeAndre Sam
Lonnie Schiller
Louis Sklar
Ed Smith
Harry L. Stille
Timothy A. Surratt
Tye P. Taft
Heath J. Thibodeaux
Claire Thielke
Sarah Pennington Tropoli
Kimberly A. Tutcher
Wil Uecker
L. Burke Windham III
Susan Young
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Doreen Stoller 
Executive Director 
doreen@hermannpark.org

Lynne Donoghue 
Accounting Manager 
ldonoghue@hermannpark.org

Barbara Jo Harwell 
Conservation Director 
barbara_jo@hermannpark.org

Derrick Jackson 
Maintenance Coordinator 
djackson@hermannpark.org

Mike Johnson 
Project Manager 
mjohnson@hermannpark.org

Diane Kerr 
Manager of Volunteer Programs 
dkerr@hermannpark.org

Meghan Miller 
Director of Development 
mmiller@hermannpark.org

Ron Misrack 
Director, Visitor Services 
rmisrack@hermannpark.org

LaTonya Scott 
Assistant Manager, Visitor Services 
lscott@hermannpark.org

Caroline Urquhart 
Development Assistant 
curquhart@hermannpark.org

Eliza Wright 
Marketing Manager 
ewright@hermannpark.org
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Dedicate a 
bench

Plant a tree

Join the 
George Hermann 
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Volunteer in 
the Park
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